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table for each cluster in the cluster chain.

BACKGROUND

Generally described, there are a number of portable com
puting devices, such as digital still cameras, digital video
cameras, media players, mobile phones, mobile computing
devices, personal digital assistants, and the like that maintain
data on a storage media, Such as a portable storage media. The
continued development of more complex portable computing
devices and larger storage capacity portable storage media
places a greater demand for flexibility on the file system
format used on the storage media. Current file system format
approaches can become deficient in that they do not provide
adequate flexibility for increasing storage size capacities and/
or storage media applications.
In one embodiment, extensible file systems may be utilized
in these embodiments to allow for increased storage size
capacities and application to storage media application. In
one embodiment of an extensible file system, data made be
stored in allocated clusters withina file system. As the amount
of data increases, the number of allocated clusters may also
increase. Accordingly, in these embodiments, each new allo
cated cluster would likely be added as a new entry in the file
system, such as an additional entry in a file allocation table.
The additional allocation and management of each separate
cluster in an allocation can become inefficient for file system

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
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management.

SUMMARY

This Summary is provided to introduce a selection of con
cepts in a simplified form that are further described below in
the Detailed Description. This summary is not intended to
identify key features of the claimed subject matter, nor is it
intended to be used as an aid in determining the scope of the
claimed Subject matter.
An extensible file system format for portable storage media
is provided. The extensible file system format includes the
specification of primary and secondary directory entry types
that may be custom defined. The primary and secondary
directory entry types can be further classified as critical and
benign directory entries. The directory entry types can define
whether a cluster chain corresponding to a file can be con
tiguously allocated.
A computer-readable medium having computer-execut
able components for storing data is provided. The compo
nents include a boot parameters component for specifying
boot parameters for a file system. The components also
include a file allocation table component for defining a file
allocation table associated with the file system. The compo
nents further include two or more primary directory entry
components for specifying data in a root directory of the file
system. At least one primary directory entry component
includes a flag corresponding to an indication of a contiguous
cluster chain. Finally, the components include at least one
secondary entry component corresponding to the primary

2
directory entry component and defining metadata associated
with the primary directory entry component.
In accordance with another aspect, a method for managing
data organized into a plurality of clusters is provided. In
accordance with the method, a request for an extension of a
plurality of clusters is obtained. A determination is made
whether the set of clusters can be contiguously allocated. If
the set of clusters can be contiguously allocated, a cluster
chain size allocation is updated in accordance with the size of
the request for the extension. If the set of clusters cannot be
contiguously allocated, entries are made in the file allocation

40

The foregoing aspects and many of the attendant advan
tages of this invention will become more readily appreciated
as the same become better understood by reference to the
following detailed description, when taken in conjunction
with the accompanying drawings, wherein:
The foregoing aspects and many of the attendant advan
tages of this invention will become more readily appreciated
as the same become better understood by reference to the
following detailed description, when taken in conjunction
with the accompanying drawings, wherein:
FIGS. 1A-1C are block diagrams illustrative of an illustra
tive environment including a portable computing device and
a storage device implementing the extensible file system for
mat in accordance with an aspect of the present invention;
FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrative of various volume
layout components corresponding to an extensible file system
format in accordance with an aspect of the present invention;
FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrative of an extensible file
system directory structures including primary and secondary
directory entry structures in accordance with an aspect of the
present invention;
FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrative of data components
for implementing a boot process block in an extensible file
system format in accordance with an aspect of the present
invention;

FIG. 5 is a block diagram illustrative of data components
for implementing directory entries in an extensible file sys
tem format in accordance with an aspect of the present inven
tion
45

FIG. 6 is a block diagram illustrative of data components
for implementing a file name and extensions in an extensible
file system format in accordance with an aspect of the present
invention;

50

FIG. 7 is a block diagram illustrative of data components
for implementing a volume identifier in an extensible file
system format in accordance with an aspect of the present
invention;

55
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FIG. 8 is a block diagram illustrative of data components
for implementing an extensible directory entry in an exten
sible file system format in accordance with an aspect of the
present invention;
FIG. 9 is a block diagram illustrative of data components
for implementing an extensible directory entry in an exten
sible file system format in accordance with an aspect of the
present invention;
FIG. 10 is a block diagram illustrative of data components
for implementing an access control list in an extensible file
system format in accordance with an aspect of the present
invention;

65

FIG. 11 is a flow diagram illustrative of a cluster chain
extension routine for an extensible file system format in
accordance with an aspect of the present invention;

US 7,873,596 B2
3
FIG. 12 is a flow diagram of a non-contiguous cluster
allocation sub-routine for an extensible file system format in
accordance with an aspect of the present invention; and
FIG. 13 is a flow diagram of a cluster chain deletion routine
for an extensible file system format in accordance with an
aspect of the present invention.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Generally described, the present invention relates to an
extensible file system format and various processes associ
ated with the extensible file system format. In an illustrative
embodiment, the extensible file system format corresponds to
an extensible file system format for portable storage media
and various processes associated with the extensible file sys
tem format on the portable storage media. More specifically,
in an embodiment, processes and data structures are provided
for facilitating the storage and management of file data in
contiguous data clusters. Although the present invention will
be described with regard to a portable storage media file
system format, one skilled in the relevant art will appreciate

10

15

that the disclosed embodiments are illustrative in nature and

should not be construed as limiting. Additionally, one skilled
in the relevant art will appreciate that the data structures and
data layouts used in the illustrative examples may require
additional information related to performance, security, and

25

the like.

FIGS. 1A-1C are block diagrams illustrative of various
operating environments 100 for the extensible file system
format of the present invention. With reference to FIG. 1A, in
an illustrative embodiment, the extensible file system format
is utilized to store data from a computing device, such as a
mobile computing device 102, and a storage media, Such as a
portable storage media 104. In an illustrative embodiment,
the mobile computing device 102 can correspond to any one
of a variety of computing devices, including but not limited
to, portable computing devices, mobile telephones, personal
digital assistants, music players, media players. The portable
storage media can also include, but is not limited to, hard
drives, flash media, micro-drives and other storage media. In
an illustrative embodiment, the extensible file system on the
portable storage media 104 does not have to include any type
of executable or readable software components, such as an
operating environment, utilized by the mobile computing
device 102. Alternatively, the extensible file system on the
portable storage media 104 may include executable or read
able software components used by the mobile device 102.
In an illustrative embodiment, the mobile computing
device 102 may be in communication with other computing
devices for collecting/exchanging data to be stored on the
portable storage media 104. With reference to FIG. 1B, the
mobile computing device 102 may be in direct communica
tion with another computing device 106 and storage media
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With continued reference to FIG. 3, in an illustrative
45
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108. In an illustrative embodiment, the direct communication

can correspond to various wired and wireless communication
methods. In an illustrative embodiment, the other storage
media 108 is not required to be formatted in accordance with
the extensible file system format of the present invention.

55

With reference to FIG. 1C, in a similar manner, the mobile

computing device 102 may also be in communication with
another computing device 110 and storage media 112, via a

60

network connection. In an illustrative embodiment, the net

work connection can correspond to local area network (LAN)
and wide are network (WAN) connections.
With reference now to FIG. 2, an illustrative embodiment

volume layout 200 for an extensible file system format will be
described. The volume layout 200 includes a boot parameters
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component 202 that include various information related to a
description of the file system parameters of the partition. In an
illustrative embodiment, the boot parameters component 202
can include code for bootstrapping from a defined partition,
fundamental file system parameters for the defined partition,
and various error checking information. A data structure for
defining at least a portion of the boot parameters will be
described below with regard to FIG. 4.
The volume layout 200 also includes an extensible param
eters component, designated as OEM parameters 204, that
define various additional data structures used in conjunction
with the file system. In an illustrative embodiment, an original
equipment manufacture (OEM) may specify various exten
sible data structures, such as performance parameters for a
storage medium, that can be defined at time of manufacture.
The volume layout 200 can further include a file allocation
table component 206 that defines file and directory alloca
tions. In an illustrative embodiment, each entry in the file
allocation table component 206 corresponds to a 32-bit entry
that represents an allocated cluster, an unallocated cluster or
an unusable cluster. As will be explained in greater detail
below, in an illustrative embodiment, contiguously allocated
clusters will not require a separate entry for each allocated
cluster in the file allocation table component 206. The volume
layout 200 can still further include series of file data compo
nents 208A-208X that correspond to the data stored accord
ing to the file system format. Various data structures for
defining a portion of the file data components 208A-208X
will be defined with regard to FIGS. 3-10.
Turning now to FIG. 3, in one aspect, the file data compo
nents 208 may include one or more directory entries accord
ing to a directory structure 300. In an illustrative embodiment,
the directory structure 300 is organized into primary directory
entries 302 and secondary directory entries 304. Each direc
tory entry in the primary and secondary entries is typed. For
example, in an illustrative embodiment, type values for the
primary and secondary directory entries can correspond to a
range of 1-255. Primary directory entries 302 correspond to
the entries in the root directory of the file system. Secondary
directory entries 304 follow a primary directory entry and are
associated with the primary directory entry. Secondary direc
tory entries extend the metadata associated with the corre
lated primary directory entry.

65

embodiment, the primary directory entries 302 can be further
classified as critical primary directory entries 306 and benign
primary directory entries 308. Critical primary directory
entries 306 define potentially differentformats for each direc
tory entry. In an illustrative embodiment, an operating envi
ronment will not mounta Volume corresponding to the exten
sible file system format with an unknown critical primary
directory entry, as will be described below. Examples of
known primary directory entries 306 can include allocation
bitmaps, up-case tables, Volume labels, encryption keys, and
normal directory entries. Benign primary directory entries
308 also define potential different formats for each directory
entry, but can be ignored by the file system if a particular
benign primary directory entry is not understood. Benign
primary directory entries 308 can be associated with another
cluster chain the Volume and can be contiguously allocated.
For example, a contiguously allocated benign primary direc
tory entry can be identified through the setting of a corre
sponding flag. Additionally, benign primary directory entries
308 can also be associated a number of secondary directory
entries 304.

In a manner similar to primary directory entries 302, sec
ondary directory entries 304 may also be further classified as
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5
critical secondary directory entries 310 and benign secondary
directory entries 312. As described above, the critical second
ary directory entries 310 and benign secondary directory
entries 312 are associated with a benign primary directory
entry and extend the metadata associated with the primary
directory entry. Both the critical secondary directory entries
310 and the benign secondary directory entries 312 can be
associated with another clusterchain in the Volume and can be

contiguously allocated.
To mount a corresponding to the extensible file system
format, the file system implements a mount Volume proce
dure. In an illustrative embodiment, the mount Volume pro
cedure attempts to a look at a version number for the Volume.
If the version number is not understood (e.g., the version
number is higher), the volume will not be mounted. During a
normal directory enumeration, any critical primary directory
entries not known by the file system will prevent the volume
from being mounted. Thereafter, various user-initiated pro
cesses, such as a file open, will cause the file system to
enumerate the secondary directory entries. If the critical sec
ondary directory entries 310 are not known by a file system,
the entire directory entry will be skipped. Additionally, if
benign secondary directory entries 312 are not known by the
file system, the particular unknown benign secondary direc
tory entry will be ignored.
With reference now to FIG. 4, a block diagram illustrative
of data components 400 for implementing a boot process
block in the boot parameters component 202 (FIG. 2) will be
described. The data components 400 include an OEM name
component 402 for specifying a name for the file system
format of the storage media. The data components 400 also
include a data size descriptor component 404 for specifying
various characteristics of the data stored in the file system. For
example, the data size descriptor component 404 can specify
a count of bytes persector, a number of sectors per allocation
unit, a file allocation table (“FAT) table offset, and a count of
sectors for all data structures. The data components include
an active FAT flags component 406 for specifying a number of
active FATs on the file system. In an illustrative embodiment,
a file system may support multiple FATs for utilization with
Some operating system environments. The data components
400 can further include a volume identification component
408 for identifying a volume serial number and/or version
number. Still further, the data components 400 can include a
file system type for specifying the file system format for the
file system. One skilled in the relevant art will appreciate that
the data components 400 can include a number of additional/
alternative rows for implementing the above-identified com
ponents 402-410 and additional components.
Turning now to FIG. 5, a block diagram illustrative of data
components 500 for implementing directory entries in an
extensible file system format will be described. Turning now
to FIG. 6, a block diagram data components 500 for imple
menting a file name and extensions will be described. The
data components 500 include an in use component 502 for
specifying whether the particular directory entry is in use. In
an illustrative embodiment, the high bit of the data compo
nents will be set to “1” if the directory entry is in use. The data
components 500 further include a type designation compo
nent 504 for specifying that the directory entry is associated
with a normal directory entry. The data components 500
further include a secondary directory entries component 504
for specifying a number of secondary entries associated with
the normal directory entry. The data components 500 also
include a file attributes component 508 for specifying various
file system attributes for the directory entry. Still further, the
data components 500 include a time component 510 for
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specifying various time information Such as a creation times
tamp, modification time stamp and other time information.
Additionally, the data components 500 further include a time
Zone component 512 for specifying a time Zone for the last
created time stamp. One skilled in the relevant art will appre
ciate that the data components 500 can include a number of
additional/alternative rows for implementing the above-iden
tified components 502-512 and additional components.
Turning now to FIG. 6, a block diagram data components
600 for implementing a file name and extensions will be
described. The data components 600 include an in use com
ponent 602 for specifying whether the particular directory
entry is in use. In an illustrative embodiment, the high bit of
the data components will be set to “1” if the directory entry is
in use. The data components 600 further include a typedes
ignation component 604 for specifying that the directory
entry is associated with a file system name. The data compo
nents further include a file name length component 606 and a
file name has component 608. The utilization of the file name
hash component 608 will be described below. The data com
ponents 600 also include a file name component 610 for
specifying the file name. One skilled in the relevant art will
appreciate that the data components 600 can include a num
ber of additional/alternative rows for implementing the
above-identified components 602–610 and additional compo
nents. Additionally, file name directory entries may be
extended by secondary directory entries.
Turning now to FIG. 7, a block diagram illustrative of data
components 700 for implementing a volume identifier in an
extensible file system format is provided. The data compo
nents 700 include an in use component 702 for specifying
whether the particular directory entry is in use. In an illustra
tive embodiment, the high bit of the data components will be
set to “1” if the directory entry is in use. The data components
700 further include a type designation component 704 for
specifying that the directory entry is associated with a volume
identifier. The data components 700 further include a second
ary directory entries component 706 for specifying a number
of secondary entries associated with the volume identifier.
The data components 700 also include a volume identifier
708, such as a global unique identifier. One skilled in the
relevant art will appreciate that the data components 700 can
include a number of additional/alternative rows for imple
menting the above-identified components 702-708 and addi
tional components. Additionally, in an illustrative embodi
ment, the data components 700 correspond to a benign
directory entry that can be ignored by a file system that does
not support Volume identifiers.
With reference now to FIGS. 8 and 9, in an illustrative
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embodiment, parties, such as an OEM, may be able to define
specific benign primary directory entry types 308 and benign
secondary directory entry types 312. As discussed above, in
the event the file system would not recognize or understand
either the specific benign primary directory entry types 308 or
benign secondary directory entry types 312, the file system
could ignore the defined directory entry types.
With reference to FIG. 8, a block diagram illustrative of
data components 800 for implementing an extensible benign
primary directory entry 308 in an extensible file system for
mat will be described. The data components 800 include an in
use component 802 for specifying whether the particular
directory entry is in use. In an illustrative embodiment, the
high bit of the data components will be set to “1” if the
directory entry is in use. The data components 800 further
include a type designation component 804 for specifying that
the directory entry is a benign primary directory entry. The
data components 800 further include a secondary directory
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data. The cluster chain will require five clusters to capture the
data. If the first cluster begins at cluster position 40, then
cluster positions 41, 42, 43, and 44 would be taken by the
remaining four contiguously allocated clusters in the cluster
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entries component 806 for specifying a number of secondary
entries associated with the volume identifier. The data com

ponents 800 also include a volume identifier808, such as a
global unique identifier. The data components 800 can further
include a flag component 810 that corresponds to an indica
tion of whether contiguous allocation of a cluster chain is to
be implemented. The data components 800 can still further

chain.

In addition to the storage and processing of contiguously
allocated clusters, additional processes may be utilized in the

include additional information 812, such as verification infor

mation and a starting cluster. As will be explained in greater
detail below, cluster chains utilizing contiguous allocation
can be defined according to cluster chain size and a starting

extension of a cluster chain. With reference now to FIG. 11, a
10

cluster for the first cluster in the cluster chain. One skilled in

the relevant art will appreciate that the data components 800
can include a number of additional/alternative rows for

implementing the above-identified components 802-812 and
additional components.
With reference to FIG. 9, a block diagram illustrative of
data components 900 for implementing a benign secondary
directory entry in an extensible file system format will be
described. The data components 900 include an in use com
ponent 902 for specifying whether the particular directory
entry is in use. In an illustrative embodiment, the high bit of
the data components will be set to “1” if the directory entry is
in use. The data components 900 further include a type des
ignation component 904 for specifying that the directory
entry is a benign primary directory entry. The data compo
nents 900 further include a secondary directory entries com
ponent 906 for specifying a number of secondary entries
associated with the volume identifier. The data components
900 also include a volume identifier 908, such as a global
unique identifier. The data components 900 can further
include a flag component 910 that corresponds to an indica
tion of whether contiguous allocation of a cluster chain is to
be implemented. The data components 900 can further
include additional information 912, such as verification infor
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In an illustrative embodiment, a benign primary directory
entry and/or secondary directory entries may be associated
with access control list (ACL) information. FIG. 10 is a block
diagram illustrative of data components 1000 for implement
ing an access control list in an extensible file system format.
The data components 1000 include an in use component 1002
for specifying whether the particular directory entry is in use.
In an illustrative embodiment, the high bit of the data com
ponents will be set to “1” if the directory entry is in use. The
data components 1000 further include a type designation
component 1004 for specifying that the directory entry is an
ACL directory entry. The data components 1000 further
include a number of ACL fields 1006, such as ACL flags,
pointers to ACL databases, and the like. One skilled in the
relevant art will appreciate that the data components 1000 can
include a number of additional/alternative rows for imple
menting the above-identified components 1002-1006 and
additional components.
In accordance with an aspect of the invention, the utiliza
tion of contiguously allocated clusters in a cluster chain miti
gates the need for traversing the file allocation table compo
nent 206 to identify the clusters in the cluster chain. Because
the clusters will be contiguously allocated, each cluster in the
chain can be identified with knowledge of the starting loca

system format will be described. At block 1102, a request for
extending or modifying the cluster chain is obtained. In an
illustrative embodiment, the request for the extension of the
cluster chain can correspond to the addition, Substitution,
modification or rewriting of data.
At decision block 1104, a test is conducted to determine

25

whether the contiguous allocation is available for the cluster
chain associated with the request. In an illustrative embodi
ment, the determination of whether contiguous allocation is
available can correspond to a determination of whether the
first cluster in the cluster chain includes the contiguous allo
cation flag set in the flag components (810 or 910). In another
embodiment, the determination of whether contiguous allo
cation is available can correspond to a determination of
whether additional contiguous clusters are available. In this
embodiment, the last cluster in the cluster chain can be
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mation and a starting cluster. One skilled in the relevant art
will appreciate that the data components 900 can include a
number of additional/alternative rows for implementing the
above-identified components 902-912 and additional compo
nentS.

cluster chain extension routine 1100 for an extensible file

located by identifying the first cluster in the cluster chain and
determining the cluster chain size. The determination can
check whether contiguous clusters are available, such as by
referring to the allocation bitmap.
If contiguous allocation is not available, at block 1106, the
entire cluster chain is Subject to a noncontiguous allocation. A
Subroutine for allocating a cluster chain in a noncontiguous
manner will be described below with regard to FIG. 12. Alter
natively, if contiguous allocation is available, at block 1108,
the cluster chain size is updated to reflect the additional clus
ter. The routine 1100 terminates at block 1110.

40
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With reference now to FIG. 12, a subroutine for making a
noncontiguous allocation of a cluster chain (corresponding to
block 1106) will be described. At block 1202, an entry for
each existing cluster in the cluster chain is created in the FAT
table component 206. Each cluster will also have the flag
component 806/906 set to indicate no contiguous allocations.
At block 1204, an entry for each cluster to be added will be
created in the FAT table component 206. At block 1206, the
bitmap allocation will be updated to reflect that allocation of
each cluster in the clusterchain. At block 1208, the subroutine
returns.

50

With reference now to FIG. 13, a routine 1300 for cluster
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chain deletion will be described. At block 1302, a request for
extending or modifying the cluster chain is obtained. In an
illustrative embodiment, the request for the extension of the
cluster chain can correspond to the Substitution, modification
or rewriting of data. At block 1304, the starting cluster asso
ciated with the identified cluster chain is identified. Addition

ally, the allocation size of the cluster chain is also obtained. At
block 1306, the FAT allocation bitmap entries for each cluster
corresponding to the allocated cluster chain are cleared. At
60

block 1308, the routine 1300 terminates. In an illustrative

embodiment, the bitmap entries for each cluster can be
cleared without having to traverse the FAT entry for each
allocated cluster in the cluster chain.
While illustrative embodiments have been illustrated and

size. For example, assume that each cluster has a size of 4K of

described, it will be appreciated that various changes can be
made therein without departing from the spirit and scope of

data and that the total allocation for a cluster chain is 18 K of

the invention.

tion of the first cluster in the chain and the total cluster chain
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obtaining a request for an extension of a plurality of clus
ters, the plurality of clusters comprising a cluster chain
having a cluster chain size, the extension of the plurality
of clusters comprising an additional allocation of one or

The invention claimed is:

1. A method comprising:
obtaining a request for an extension of a plurality of clus
ters, the plurality of clusters comprising a cluster chain
having a cluster chain size, the extension of the plurality
of clusters comprising an additional allocation of one or

more clusters to the cluster chain;

determining whether the extension of the plurality of clus
ters and the plurality of clusters are contiguously allo

more clusters to the cluster chain;

determining whether the extension of the plurality of clus
ters and the plurality of clusters are contiguously allo
catable;

when the extension of the plurality of clusters and the
plurality of clusters are contiguously allocatable,
allocating the one or more clusters for the extension of
the plurality of clusters without allocating a corre
sponding entry in a file allocation table for the one or

catable;
10

15

more clusters, and

accordance with the allocation of the one or more

accordance with the allocation of the one or more

clusters for the extension; and

clusters for the extension; and

when the extension of the plurality of clusters and the
plurality of clusters are not contiguously allocatable,
allocating an entry in the file allocation table for each of

when the extension of the plurality of clusters and the
plurality of clusters are not contiguously allocatable,
allocating an entry in the file allocation table for each of

the one or more clusters for the extension.

the one or more clusters for the extension.
25

the one or more clusters for the extension.

3. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein determining
whether the extension of the plurality of clusters and the
plurality of clusters are contiguously allocatable comprises
determining whether a contiguous allocation indicium asso
ciated with the plurality of clusters indicates that the plurality
of clusters is currently contiguously allocated.
4. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the plurality of
clusters has been initially contiguously allocated, and
wherein determining whether the extension of the plurality of
clusters and the plurality of clusters are contiguously allocat
able comprises referring to an allocation bitmap that main

8. The computing device as recited in claim 7, the opera
tions further comprising:
updating an allocation bitmap to indicate the allocation of
the one or more clusters for the extension.
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tains individual cluster allocation states to determine whether

the one or more clusters for the extension are contiguously
allocatable with the plurality of clusters.
5. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein determining
whether the extension of the plurality of clusters and the
plurality of clusters are contiguously allocatable includes
determining whether a benign primary directory entry com
ponent includes a contiguous allocation indicium associated
with the plurality of clusters that indicates whether the plu
rality of clusters is currently contiguously allocated.
6. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein determining
whether the extension of the plurality of clusters and the
plurality of clusters are contiguously allocatable includes
determining whether a benign secondary directory entry
component includes a contiguous allocation indicium asso
ciated with the plurality of clusters that indicates whether the
plurality of clusters is currently contiguously allocated.
7. A computing device comprising:
one or more storage media comprising computing device
executable components that, when executed, configure
the computing device to perform operations comprising:

more clusters, and

updating the cluster chain size of the cluster chain in

updating the cluster chain size of the cluster chain in

2. The method as recited in claim 1, further comprising:
updating an allocation bitmap to indicate the allocation of

when the extension of the plurality of clusters and the
plurality of clusters are contiguously allocatable,
allocating the one or more clusters for the extension of
the plurality of clusters without allocating a corre
sponding entry in a file allocation table for the one or

40

45

50

55

9. The computing device as recited in claim 7, wherein
determining whether the extension of the plurality of clusters
and the plurality of clusters are contiguously allocatable com
prises determining whether a contiguous allocation indicium
associated with the plurality of clusters indicates that the
plurality of clusters is currently contiguously allocated.
10. The computing device as recited in claim 7, wherein the
plurality of clusters has been initially contiguously allocated,
and wherein determining whether the extension of the plural
ity of clusters and the plurality of clusters are contiguously
allocatable comprises referring to an allocation bitmap that
maintains individual cluster allocation states to determine
whether the one or more clusters for the extension are con

tiguously allocatable with the plurality of clusters.
11. The computing device as recited in claim 7, wherein
determining whether the extension of the plurality of clusters
and the plurality of clusters are contiguously allocatable
includes determining whether a benign primary directory
entry component includes a contiguous allocation indicium
associated with the plurality of clusters that indicates whether
the plurality of clusters is currently contiguously allocated.
12. The computing device as recited in claim 7, wherein
determining whether the extension of the plurality of clusters
and the plurality of clusters are contiguously allocatable
includes determining whether a benign secondary directory
entry component includes a contiguous allocation indicium
associated with the plurality of clusters that indicates whether
the plurality of clusters is currently contiguously allocated.
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