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11 Claims.

The present invention relates to hook . covers
adapted - to be applied to bound velumes Or
adapted for use as a loose leaf binder. ‘

The primary object of the present invention is
to provide a sturdy and attractive cover for use
with bound volumes, such as telephone directories
for example, or for use as a binder for loose
leaves, and quickly releasable means associated
with the cover for securing a bound volume or
the loose leaves within the cover so that they
may be readily removed and replaced. In. con-
nection with the securing of bound volumes in
the cover it is contemplated that they will be
provided with index sheets having apertured tabs
for cooperation with the securing means which
comprises the present invention, the method of
assembling and the construction of the index
sheets being particularly shown and described in
my prior Patent 1,900,462 issued March 7, 1933,
to which attention is invited.

More specifically, it is the object of the inven- '

tion to provide a simple, easily operated, rugged
and durable means in combination with book
covers for securing bound volumes or locse leaves

. therein and reinforcing elements for the .COVErs

and the securing means which also. serve to pre-
vent a too abrupt bending. of the secured sheets
to eliminate the tendency of the apertured tabs
to become damaged or torn. As illustrated by
way of modification the reinforcing members may
be formed as an integral part of the tab receiv-
ing parts which are arranged at top and bottom
of the cover to unite the tab engaging parts
whereby they move together upon application. of
pressure on either one o a position allowing loose
sheets or a volume to be placed thereon or re-
moved therefrom. In connection with the tab
engaging parts it is another and important ob-
ject of the invention to.provide efficient, quickly
and easily releasable locking means for positively
holding said tab engaging parts in a position pre-
venting removal of the said tabs therefrom. )

With the above and other ends in view the in-
vention is more fully disclosed with reference to
the accompanying drawing, in which

Figure 1 is an elevation of the device applied to
haok covers, the latter being broken away;

Tig. 2 is a cross section taken on ‘the line' 2—2

of Fig. 1; : ‘
g, 3'is a 'cross section taken on the line 3—3
of Fig. 2; :
Fig. 4 is a cross section taken on the line 4—4
of Fig. 3; )

Fig. 5 is a companion view to Fig, 4, illustrat-
ing another position of the parts; ;

(CL. 129—24)

Pig. 6.is a cross section taken on the line 6—6
of Fig, 1; :

Tig. 7 is an elevation of a modified device;

Fig. 8 is:a fragmentary elevation of still another
modification, and

Fig. 9 is & cross section taken on-the line 9—9
of Fig. 8. .
;. Like characters of :reference are employed
throughout to- designate corresponding parts.

The cover within which the bound volume: or
loose sheets are to be received comprises a cen-
tral back piece | having. sides or flaps 2 hingedly
connected to the longitudinal edges thereof.  To
each-of the ends of the back. strip I is secured
an angle bracket 3, each bracket having a web
lying flush against the surface of the back strip
and extending inwardly of the cover and: pref-

erably slightly spaced inwardly from the adjacent

end of the back strip. :

At the sides of the web portions of the brackets
are provided projecting: side elements 4 and 1,
the end portions of the side elements being curled
over the adjacent ends of rods 6 -and 9 respec-
tively as-illustrated at 5 and 8. The rods-§ and
§ are thus supported in a plane spaced from the
back strip | and parallel to:the longitudinal edges
thereof. ; oo

on each bracket 3 is provided a prong 10 hav-

" ing its end t1 fulcrumed in a part of the bear-
ing 5, the end {{ being retained in the bearing 5
by & bent portion 12 formed integral with the
perpendicular part 4 of the bracket 3. The prong
19 is adapted to be moved pivotally on its ful-
crum 5—11 so that its other end {3 may be
caused to extend through a notch' 14 in the part
1 of the bracket, the prong. 10 being provided
with a notch 15 located adjacent to the terminal
end-13. Secured on the bracket 3 by means of
a pivot pin 16 is a latch element. -1T having a
vetainer finger 18 formed integral therewith. At
one side edge of the retainer finger, I8 a portion
of the latch element is struck outwardly to pro-
vide ah abutment 19. - On.the other side edge of
the finger- 18- the latch element has a flange 20
provided with a hole 21 and the part 1.of the
bracket: 3 is provided with -a slot 22.disposed
adjacent to the flange 20.. . L -

The present -device is designed:to be usedrin
conjunction with a bound volume having sheets
inserted between the pages.thereof and provided
with projecting apertured. tabs 23.through which:

the prongs. 10 may extend in the manner pointed:

out in. my prior patent referred to above, and it
is also adapted for use with loose sheets of paper
having apertures through”v‘vhi‘ch‘ the prongs. 10
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may extend. By way of example a bound volume
24 has been illustrated and in order to secure the
same in the cover the latch element 17 is moved
manually to the position shown in broken lines
in Fig. 3. In order to cause such movement a

pointed instrument may be inserted through the

slot 22 and into engagement with the flange 20
and manual pressure applied thereto. With the
latch element {7 thus moved the prong 10 may be
moved around its fulcrum as illustrated by bro-
ken lines in Fig. 2, and the apertured tabs 23
may be slipped over the end thereof. The prong
10 is then moved by manual pressure so that its
end 13 extends through the notch i4 and with
the latch element positioned as described the
abutment 19 will have a portion thereof disposed
beneath the notch 14 and will provide a positive
stop for limiting the movement of the prong 10,
The latch element 17 is then moved pivotally in
a reverse direction and the finger I8 enters the
notch 19 to retain the end 13 in the notch 14, the
abutment or stop 19 serving during this operation
to align the notch 5 and finger {8 so that no
difficulty is experienced in moving the finger into
the notch (5.

In the modified form illustrated in Fig. 7 the
brackets 3a have bearings 5a rotatably support-
ing a rod 6a having prongs i8a formed integral
with the ends thereof, the free ends of the prongs
10a being received in notches [4a and retained
therein by fingers 18a on a latch element i7a.
The operation is the same in connection with this
form as that of the first described form with the
exception that the two prongs [0q are tied to-
gether to move in unison whereas the above de-
scribed prongs 10 must be moved individually.

In the modified form illustrated in Figs. 8 and

-9 a prong 10b has notches 156 formed at each

end thereof. In this construction a latch ele-
ment 176 is pivoted on the bracket 3b adjacent
to each end of the prong 100, each latch element
having & finger 18b adapted to be received in the
adjacent notch 156 to retain the ends of the
prongs (0b in the notches {4b. This latter form
functions the same as the first described form
with the exception that both ends of the prongs
105 may be removed from their supporting brack-
ets whereas in the other form the prongs 10 have
one end permanently retained on their support-
ing brackets.

Although specific embodiments of the present
invention have been illustrated and described it
will be understood that various changes may be
made within the scope of the appended claims
without departing from the spirit of the inven-
tion, and such changes are contemplated.

‘What I claim is:—

1. The combination with a book cover, of a
bowed rod having retaining means on an end
thereof, means for supporting and securing said
rod on said cover, said means including a latch
element, méans pivotally supporting said latch
element for movement Iaterally with respect to
the end of said bowed rod, and means on said
latch element adapted to slide into or out of
locking engagement with said retaining means
upon pivotal movement of said latch element.

2. The combination with a book cover, of
bowed rods having retaining means oh ends
thereof, means for supporting and securing said
rods on said cover, said means including individ-
ually pivoted latch elements mounted with one
adjacent to each rod, and means on said latch
elements adapted to slide laterally into and out
of engagement with said retaining means on ad-
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jacent rods upon pivotal movement of said latch
elements.

3. The combination  with a book cover, of
bowed rods having retaining means on ends
thereof, means for supporting and securing said
rods on said cover, said means including individ-
ually pivoted latch elements mounted with one
adjacent to each rod, means on said latch ele-
ments adapted to be moved into and out of en-
gagement with said retaining means on adjacent
rods by pivotal movement of said latch elements,
and means on said latch elements for aligning
the retaining means on said rods with said first
named means on said latch elements.

4. In a device of the character described, a
supporting bracket, a bowed rod, means on said
bracket for supporting said bowed rod with at
least one end free to move relative to. the brack-
et, retainer receiving means on said end of said
rod, a latch element pivotally mounted on said
bracket and having a retainer adapted to be
moved into or out of said retainer receiving
means by pivotal movement of said latch ele-
ment, and means on said latch element adapted
to be engaged by said rod for aligning said re-
tainer receiving means with said retainer.

5. In combination with the back strip of a
book cover, a pair of brackets secured to opposite
ends of said back strip, releasable means on said
brackets for receiving apertured members, said
brackets having web portions with perpendicular
side elements, rods, and said side elements hav-
ing end portions curled over the adjacent ends
of said rods and supporting them parallel to the
longitudinal sides of said back strip in spaced
relation thereto.

6. In combination with a book cover, a rod ro-
tatably supported upon said cover in substan-
tially parallel spaced relation thereto, bowed

- parts formed on the ends of said rod and extend-

ing substantially radially relative to the rod, and
releasable means for engaging the outer ends of
said bowed parts to secure them against move-
ment relative to said cover, said releasable means
comprising retainer receiving means on the ends
of said bowed parts, and latch elements pivoted
with respect to said cover and having retaining
means adapted to be received in said retainer
receiving means.

7. In combination with a book cover, a rod ro-
tatably supported upon said cover in substantial-
ly parallel spaced relation thereto, bowed parts
formed on the ends of said rod and extending
substantially radially relative to the rod, the out-

er ends of said bowed parts being provided with

retainer receiving means, and pivoted retainer
elements adapted to be received in said retainer
receiving means.

8. An article of manufacture for securing to a
support a set of apertured index sheets inter-
leaved in a book; said article comprising a pair
of parallel spaced rods and an attaching device
connected to each end of said pair; each device
including a plate having a web portion and a
pair of spaced side elements projecting from said
web and having end portions curled over the
adjacent ends of said rods, a prong adapted to
be threaded through corresponding openings in
such set and a latch pivoted on said web por-
tion and having a body portion arranged to be
covered by a set of sheets threaded on the prong;
the prong being pivoted at one end in one of said
curled over portions and having a free end en-
gageable with the opposite side element, and
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provided with a recess, and the body portion of
the latch having 2 locking finger engageable
with the recess in the end of the prong.

9. A structure of the type defined in claim 8
in which said latch is also provided with means
to engage the free end of the prong to locate the
recess . therein in position to receive the edge of
said locking finger.

10. A structure of the type set forth in claim 8,
in which said opposite side element is provided
with a slot and the latch is provided with means
1o engage the free end of the prong to locate the
recess therein in position to receive the edge of
said locking finger and the latch is also provided
with a struck up portion having an opening ar-
ranged to receive an implement passed through

3

said slot to swing the latch into or out of lock-
ing engagement with the prong.

11, In a device of the characted described,
a, supporting bracket, & bowed rod, means on
said bracket for supporting said bowed rod with
at least one end free to move relative to the
bracket, retainer receiving means on said end
of said rod, a latch element movably mounted
on said bracket and having a retainer adapted
to be moved into or out of said retainer receiv-
ing ‘means by movement of said latch element
with respect to said bracket, and means adapted
to be engaged by said rod for aligning said re-
tainer receiving means with said retainer.

FRANCIS JOHN OSUCH.
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