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The invention relates to a bracket for supporting a
flanged rod, such as a curtain rod.

Curtain rod brackets presently available support a
single size of curtain rod. Thus, a stock of brackets for
each size of curtain rod must be manufactured and main-
tained. Also, present brackets require independent at-
tachment to the supporting surface, such as the head
casing of a window or a wall surface, even though often
they are positioned adjacent another bracket, such as a
traverse rod bracket. The independent attachment re-
quired for each bracket doubles the damage done to the
supporting surface by the fasteners. A further desirable
interchangeable feature is provided by some brackets
presently available; that is, a single bracket may be used
to support either the right or the left end of a curtain rod.

The primary object of this invention is to provide a
bracket which will support more than just a single size
of curtain rod, and which may be attached to the sup-
porting surface by the same fasteners attaching an
adjacent bracket, and which is also interchangeable.

The bracket of the present invention comprises a gen-
erally rectangular base plate, and an outwardly projecting
prong formed at one side edge of the base plate. The
prong includes a hook projecting upwardly from the top
edge of the prong. The base plate includes at least one
slot in the side edge opposite the prong, the slot extending
inwardly from the side edge. The base plate also includes
spaced openings through it positioned between the top
and bottom edges receiving the fasteners for attaching it
to a supporting surface. Preferably the bracket includes
two prongs both formed at the same side edge of the
base plate, the prongs being spaced apart from one an-
other and the hook on each prong extending away from
the other prong. Preferably the bracket also includes at
least two slots extending from the side edge opposite
the prongs towards the prongs, the slots being spaced a
distance corresponding to the standard spacing of fasten-
ers for another bracket.

A preferred embodiment of the bracket will be de-
scribed ‘in connection with the accompanying drawings
in which:

FIGURE 1 is a view in perspective of the bracket of
the present invention,

FIGURE 2 is a view in perspective of a portion of a
curtain rod and traverse rod attached by brackets to a
supporting surface, and

FIGURE 3 is a view in perspective of the bracket of
the present invention underlying a curtain rod bracket.

The bracket of the present invention includes a gen-
erally rectangular base plate 12 and two prongs 14 and
16 formed at one side edge of the base plate and spaced
from one another, the prongs projecting outwardly from
the plane of the base plate. Preferably, the base plate
and prongs are stamped from a single sheet of metal,
although the bracket may be formed of other materials
or by other methods if so desired. Each prong includes
a hook 18 projecting in a direction away from the other
prong, the hook being formed at the outer side edge of
the prong. The illustrated construction of the prong is
generally similar to the conmstruction of the prong set
forth in William C. Kenney United States Patent No.
2,162,674 issued June 13, 1939.

Three slots 20 are provided at the side edge of the base
plate opposite the prongs, the slots extending towards the
prongs. Adjacent slots are spaced a distance correspond-
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ing to the standard spacing of the two fasteners attaching
a small curtain rod or traverse bracket to a supporting
surface, as shown in FIG. 3, while the outer two slots
are spaced a distance corresponding to the standard spac-
ing of the two fasteners attaching a large curtain rod or
traverse rod bracket to a supporting surface, as shown in
FIG. 2. Each slot diverges outwardly adjacent the side
edge of the base plate to provide a mouth for guiding
the body of a fastener into the slot. Two openings 22
are provided through the body of the base plate between
its top and bottom edges for receiving fasteners, such as
screws, to independently attach the bracket to a support-
ing surface when desired.

Each prong 14 is shaped to receive and support the
end portion of a small curtain rod, the hook 18 extending
through an aperture adjacent end portion of the curtain
rod, as shown in FIGURE 2, and holding the curtain rod
in a horizontal, outwardly projecting position. Because
the hooks of the prongs extend away from one another,
the bracket is interchangeable and will support the left
end of a curtain rod when positioned as illustrated, or
the right end of a curtain rod when turned in the plane of
the base plate 180°. While the base plate is illustrated
in FIGURE 1 as extending inwardly in the same direction
as the body of the curtain rod, the bracket may be turned
so that the base plate extends outwardly and still sup-
ports the curtain rod, thereby providing an additional
advantage in that it may be attached to the supporting
surface by the fasteners attaching a bracket either in-
wardly or outwardly of the desired position of the curtain
rod. The two prongs 14 and 16 are spaced from one
another a distance such that the prongs together will re-
ceive and support the end of a large curtain rod, the
bottom portion of the curtain rod slipping under and
bearing against the bottom hook 18. Thus, not only is
the bracket interchangeable but it will support either a
small or a large size curtain rod if desired.

The bracket 10 is illustrated in FIGURE 2 as being
supported by the fasteners 24 attaching a traverse rod.
bracket 26 to a supporting surface 28, illustrated as the
head lintel of a window. The base plate of the bracket
extends under the base of the traverse rod bracket, the
outer two slots 20 in the bracket 10 receiving and extend-
ing about the body of fasteners 24. The fasteners force
the base of the traverse rod bracket against the surface
of the base plate, holding it to the wall and thereby also
supporting it. If desired, as when a curtain rod carrying
a heavy curtain is to be supported by the bracket 10, an
additional fastener extending through one of openings 22
in the base plate may be employed to support the bracket.
However, ordinarily this is not necessary. Should the
bracket be used alone, then it may be fastened to a sup-
porting surface by fasteners, such as screws, extending
through openings 22 in the base plate, and through slots
20 if desired.

The bracket is illustrated in FIGURE 3 in conjunction
with a small curtain rod bracket 30, such as is illustrated
in the Kenney patent supra, the bracket being supported
by the fastemers attaching the small curtain rod bracket
to the supporting surface.

Thus, the bracket of the present invention will support
either end of either a small or a large size curtain rod,
or a similar flanged rod. It may be used in conjunction
with an adjacent bracket, and attached to the supporting
surface by the fasteners of the adjacent bracket, or it
may be attached to the supporting surface by its own
fasteners. Accordingly, the bracket of the present in-
vention materially reduces manufacturing and inventory
expenses, since only it need be manufactured and stocked.

While a preferred embodiment of the bracket of the
present invention has been illustrated and described, it is
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to be understood that various modifications within the
skill of the art may be made in the details of the bracket
without departing from the spirit or scope. of the in-
vention.

I claim: )

1. A bracket for supporting a flanged rod comprising
a generally rectangular base plate, two outwardly project-
ing prongs integral with one side edge of the base plate
and spaced from one another, each prong including a
hook at its outer side edge projecting away from the
other prong, the base plate including a plurality of in-
wardly extending slots formed in the side edge opposite
said one side edge for receiving the body portion of
fasteners attaching -the bracket to a supporting surface
whereby a second bracket may be mounted by said fast-
eners over said base plate.

2. A bracket as set forth in claim 1 including openings
through the base plate between the top and bottom edges
of the base plate for receiving the body of the fasteners
attaching the base-plate to a supporting surface.

3. A bracket as set forth in claim 1 in which there are
three of said slots, adjacent slots being spaced from one
another at a distance corresponding standard spacing. of
fasteners attaching a small curtain rod bracket to a
supporting surface, the outer two slots being spaced a
distance corresponding to the standard spacing of fasten-
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ers attaching a large traverse rod bracket to a supporting
surface.

4. A bracket as set forth in ¢laim 3 formed of a single
sheet of metal, the prongs extending outwardly at sub-
stantially right angles to the plane of the base plate, the
base plate including two openings extending through it
and spaced between the top and bottom edges of the base
for receiving the body of fasteners attaching the base

plate to a supporting surface.
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