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4. Claims. 

This invention relates to initial stamping de 
vices which provide a means for conveniently 
holding an article to be stamped and a guide for 
the stamping dies. 

It is the object of my invention to provide a 
fixture in which a metal tag or similar article may 
be readily retained, which fixture includes a mov 
able die guide to facilitate the stamping of initials 
or numerals on the article in any predetermined 
position, my device embodying the essential fea 
tures of Simplicity of construction and efficiency 
in operation. 
The invention Will be fully and comprehen 

Sively understood from a consideration of the 
following detailed description when read in con 
nection with the accompanying drawing which 
forms part of the application, with the under 
Standing, however, that the improvement is ca 
pable of extended application and is not confined 
to the exact showing of the drawing nor to the 
precise construction described and, therefore, 
Such changes and modifications may bé made 
therein as do not affect the Spirit of the inven 
tion nor exceed the Scope thereof as expressed 
in the appended claims. 
In the drawing: 
Fig. 1 is a front elevational view of the device. 
Fig. 2 is a side elevational view of the device 

showing the base and its component parts in 
Section; and 

Fig. 3 is a plan Sectional view taken on line 
3-3 of Fig. 2. 

Referring to the drawing for a more detailed 
description thereof, numeral 4 indicates a base 
which forms the Support for the device and to 
which is pivotally connected a stamping guide 5 
pivoted to the base by means of stud screw 6. 
An anvil is attached to the base 4 and has its 
upper surface curved concentric with the pivotal 
stud screw 6 and is provided with longitudinal 
Walls 8 extending above the surface of the anvil 

to contact with and thus retain the article 9 
in position for stamping. The stamping guide 
5 comprises a Vertical Supporting member and 
integrally therewith a horizontal portion ex 
tending over the anvil and provided with a ver 
tical aperture 2. The vertical aperture 2 is 
adapted to receive and hold in perpendicular 
alignment to the work a stamping die 3. In a 
recess 4 of the base 4 is housed a ball catch. 5 
pressed outwardly by the pressure of spring 6. 
The vertical member is provided with a plu 
rality of recesses all of which are concentric 
with stud screw 6 and disposed to be engaged by 

The vertical member 0 is 

(C. 10-3) 
further provided with a stop pin 8 disposed to 
engage in an arcuate slot 9 formed in the base 
A, in cooperation with which the pin 8 provides 
a positive Stop to determine either angular posi 
tion of the stamping guide 5, as shown in out- 5 
line in Fig. 1. 
My device is primarily intended for stamping 

initials on identification tags which are usually 
Worn on the Wrist and are therefore of curved 
shape. It is usually desired to have three initials 
Stamped. On this tag. The tag is placed on the 
anvil, as shown, and the stamping guide 5 is 
SWung to its left position, which position is de 
termined by the engagement of the ball catch f 5 
in the right recess . This position of the 
stamping guide 5 is further assured by the en 
gagement of pin 8 against the left end of slot 
3. A stamping die 3 of the proper initial is 

inserted in the aperture 2 and is struck a sharp 
blow with a hammer, thus impressing its initial 20 
in the left position on the identification tag. The 
two Succeeding initials are then impressed on the 
Work, the positions of the respective stamping dies 
being determined by the engagement of the ball 
catch 5 in the succeeding recesses . It will be 25 
noted that my device provides a simple and effi 
cient means by which initials may be stamped 
On tags or the like. 
What is claimed as new is: 
1. A device of the character described compris- 30 

ing a base, an anvil on top of the base, a guide 
comprising a vertical portion and a horizontal 
portion, a pivot Securing the vertical portion of 
the guide to the rear face of said base, the hori 
ZOntal portion of the guide extending forwardly 35 
of Said Vertical portion and having a vertical 
aperture over said anvil and adapted to hold a 
Stamping die, the upper surface of said anvil 
being convex and concentric with said pivot. 

2. A device of the character described compris- 40 
ing a base, an anvil on top of the base, a guide 
comprising a vertical portion and a horizontal 
portion, a pivot Securing the vertical portion of 
the guide to the rear face of said base, the hori 
Zontal portion of the guide extending forwardly 45 
of Said vertical portion and having a vertical 
aperture over Said anvil and adapted to hold a 
stamping die. 

3. A device of the character described compris 
ing a base, an anvil on top of the base, a guide 50 
Coimprising a vertical portion and a horizontal 
portion, a stud Screw pivotally securing the ver 
tical portion of the guide to the rear face of said 
base, the horizontal portion of the guide extend 
ing forwardly of said vertical portion and having 55 
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a vertical aperture over said anvil and adapted 
to hold a stamping die, said vertical portion of 
the guide having a series of recesses correspond 
ing to desired positions of the guide, and a Spring 
pressed latch within said base adapted to engage 
in said recesses. 

4. A device of the character described compris 
ing a base, an anvil on top of the base, a guide 
comprising a vertical portion and a horizontal 

portion, a pivot securing the vertical portion of 
the guide to said base, the horizontal portion of 
the guide extending forwardly of said vertical 
portion and having a vertical aperture over said 
anvil and adapted to hold a stamping die, the 
upper Surface of said anvil being convex and 
concentric With said pivot. 
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