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1 Claim. (Cl 35—64)

This invention relates to a device facilitating .the com-
puting of prices, distances, quantities, and the like.

The invention has particularly advantageous use as a
device to be carried by a shopper, to permit one to easi@y
compute the price of an article, when the total .weight in
pounds and ounces and the price per pound is known.
However, the device can be used for other purposes, when
provided with suitable calibrations, as will be apparent
from the following description.

Among important objects of the invention are to pro-

vide 'a simplified, inexpensive construction, which will
permit the device, in some instances, to be capable of
manufacture so cheaply as to be readily usable as an
advertising device to be distributed complementarily to
shoppers. }

Another object is to provide a foldable construction
whereby the device can be folded upon itself into a com-
pact form to permit it to be stored away in one’s purse.

Another object is to incorporate in the fold a spring
hinge construction that will be exceedingly inexpensive.

Another object is to incorporate directly into the spring
hinge construction means for holding removably a pencil
to be used in making the computations.

Another object is to include inexpensive means for
holding the folded portions in their collapsed or folded
condition.

Another object is to incorporate, on one of the foldable
portions, a window or similar surface on which one can
make written computations, which surface can be erased
with ease when rubbed with one‘s finger.

For further comprehension of the invention, and of the
objects and advantages thereof, reference will be had to
the following description and accompanying drawings,
and to the appended claims in which the various novel
features of the invention are more particularly sét forth.

In the accompanying drawings forming a material part &

of this disclosure:

Fig. 1 is a front elevational view of a form of the com-
puter.

Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional view on line 2—2 of
Fig. 1.

Fig. 3 is an enlarged, detail sectional view on lines
3—3 of Fig. 1, the dotted lines showing the position of
the parts when folded.

In the illustrated example, the device is made mainly
of heavy, stiff cardboard. However, it can be made of
plastic, wood, or any other suitable material. Card-
board may be desired when the device is to be inscribed
with suitable advertising and distributed as a complemen-
tary item to shoppers.

The device includes a base plate 10 including a cir-
cular main portion and a tapered bottom extension 12
the lower end edge 14 of which is formed, medially be-
tween its ends, with a tongue 16 offset out of the main
plane of the base plate as shown in Fig. 2.

Struck out of the material of the extension 12, adjacent
opposite sides of the extension, are tabs 18, and engaged
with said tabs are rubber bands 29.
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A window support plate 22 has a rectangular, frosted
window 24 of plastic or the like, on which one can write
with a pencil P. At opposite sides of the window, ad-
jacent the upper edge of the support plate 22, tabs 26
are struck out of the material of the support plate, and
are aligned transversely of the abutting edges of the
plates 10, 22 with the tabs 18. The rubber bands are
engaged about the tabs 26, and thus it is seen that the
tabs and rubber bands form a spring hinge. When the
device is not in use, the plate 22 can be folded to the
dotted line position shown in Fig. 2 and Fig. 3, the band
28 stretching resiliently as necessary to permit the folding
of the plate 22 against the back of the plate 10. When,
however, the plate 22 is released, the bands 20, tending’
to contract, immediately swing the plate 22 to its use
position in which it is coplanar with the plate 10, In its
use position, the plate 22 is engaged by the tongue 16
to limit movement of the plate 22 beyond a use position’
in which it is coplanar with the plate 10.

When plate 22 is folded against the back of base plate
10, a tab 28 struck out from the lower edge of the support
plate is spaced a short distance from, and extends op-
positely from, a tab 3@ struck out of the material of the
circular main portion of the base plate 10. A rubber
band 32 is engaged about the tab 30, and when plate 22
is in its dotted line position, the band 32 can be stretched
and engaged with the tab 28 to releasably hold the plate
22 in its folded position.

At the center of the circular main part of base plate
10, there is extended through the base plate a grommet
34, passing through registering openings of a rotatable
dial 36 and through the inner end of a transparent index:
arm 3§ having a hairline marking 40 extending longitu-
dinally and centrally thereof. The rivet or grommet 34
is crimped against the arm 38 and base plate 10 with suffi-
cient strength to frictionally engage the arm and the dial
36 in selected positions to which they are rotated about
the grommet. )

A stationary outer dial represented by the circular por-
tion of base plate 10 has, at its periphery, circumferen-
tially spaced numerical indicia A to which extend radial
index markings or graduations, As shown in Fig. 1, this
outer row of numerical indicia A of the stationary dial
represents dollars and cents. There is an inner row of
indicia B on the stationary cuter dial, an outer row of
indicia C on the periphery of the rotatable dial 36, and
an inner row of indicia D on the dial 36.

Rows A and B represent dollars and cents. Row C
represents pounds and row D represents ounces. Differ-
ent colors could be used for the indicia of the different
rows, of course, to facilitate reading of the same. It
may be noted that the rotatable dial also has an arrow
42 permanently marked thereon. This arrow or pointer
represents one pound or tem pounds, as the case may be.

It is to be understood that the dial 36 may also have
two, three or more indicia designations for showing con-
version of money in foreign exchange, and if desired the
plate 22 may be connected to the base plate 10 by a
grommet or the like and swung under the base plate,
using the grommet as a pivot.

In use, one first rotates dial 36 to align the pointer
or arrow marking 42 with the price per pound of the
particular article. Then, the transparent indicator arm
38 is rotated so that the hairline is above the total pound-
age as indicated on the store scale. One now takes
pencil P out of engagement with the rubber bands 20, and
writes down on the window 24 the figure in row A or B
which aligns with the poundage marking of row C to
which the arm 38 was shifted.

Now, the indicator arm 38 is moved so that the hairline
is above the ounces indicated on the store scale, the
ounces being read in row D. Again, the money equiva-
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lent of row A or B is read and added to the amount pre-
viously recorded. The total will be the amount of money
to be charged for a particular article, the total poundage
and price per pound of which are known. . :

For example, assume that the price of an article is 85
cents per 1b. The weight of the article is 3 Ibs., 6 oz.
Arrow marking 42 is aligned with the number “85” of row
B. Now, the arm 38 is swung to register the hairline
40 with the number “3,” signifying 3 Ibs., in row C. This
causes the hairline 49 to register with the number “2515”
of tow B; so- the figure “$2.55” is noted on the window
24. Now the arm 38 is moved to the number “6,” sig-
nifying 6 oz., of row D, and the hairline 40 will be found
to be in registration with the number “32” of row B.
32 cents is added to the $2.55, so that the total price is
found- to be $2.87. , ‘

It will be appreciated that various other forms of the
invention are possible, as, for example, it may be desired
that the device not be of the foldable type in which event
thé hinge would be omifted. The pencil ‘would be en-
gaged, under these circumstances, in a flexible sleeve of
leatherette or thie like, stapled to the material of the
base plate, this being a construction which would be
particularly adaptéd for commercial use when the base
plate is of wood. Many other variations, it is believed,
might be employed, within the scope of the appended
claim,

While I have illustrated and described the preferred
embodiment of my invention, it is to be understood that I
do not limit myself to the precise constructions herein
disclosed and the right is reserved to all changes and
modifications coming within the scope of the invention as
defined in the appended claim.

Having thus described my invention, what I claim as

new, and desire to secure by United States Letters Patent 3

is:

A device of the kind described comprising a disc-
shaped base plate for supporting calculating devices there-
upon, a plate mémber below said base plate and forming
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an extension thereof, said plate member having a surface
for writing thereupon, hinge means-of connection between
the base plate and plate member, said means of con-
nection including struck out tabs along the meeting edges
of the base plate and plate member, rubber bands ten-
sioned about the tabs, an outstruck tab on the base plate
midway its ends, an outstruck tab on the plate member
at its opposite edge, said last namied tabs on the base
plate and plate member being spaced closely apart when
ihe plate member is folded about its hinge axis against
the back of the base plate in order to receive a rubber
band tensioned thereabout, and a tongue outsrtuck from
the base plate and disposed in a plane offset from the
main plane of the base plate constituting an abutment
for limiting movement of the plate member away from
its folded position beyond a position in which i is co-
planar with the base plate. ’
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