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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.
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LANTERN.

SPEJIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent INo. 338,077, dated PMarch 16, 1886.
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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it knewn that I, Lucius E. JOHNSON, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Au-
rora, in the county of Kane and State of Iili-
nois, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Lanterns; and I hereby de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-
act description of the same.

My improvement relates particularly to the
lantern used upon the rear coach of a railway-
train to signal other trains behind it of its
position upon the track—i. e., whether it is
upon the main track or npon a side track,
either of which positions is indicated by a
lens in the lantern of a partiealar color for the
purpose. '

It is my object to provide a device for the
foregoing purpose whereby the lantern may
be readily supported to display a desired sig-
nal without requiring the operator to use more
than one hand.

To this end my invention consists in the
general construction of my improvement; and
it also consists in certain details of construc-
tion and combinations of parts, all as herein-
after more fully set forth.

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a
view in elevation of a signal-lantern provided
with my improvement, and showing the col-
lar, arm, and socket portions forming the
support for the device; Fig. 2, a sectional
plan view taken on the line 2 2 of Fig. 1; Fig.
3, a sectional view of a broken portion of a
signal - lantern provided with my improve-
ment, showing the clamp mechanism for con-
trolling the rotation of the lantern-body; Fig.
4, a sectional view of the portion of a lantern
provided with my improvement in a modified
form, and Fig. 5 a broken perspective view of
the same.

A is a Jantern of the construction herein-
before mentioned asbeing commonly employed
for signaling purposes upon railway-trains,
provided with a handle and having lenses B
of the desired colors. The lantern-base G is
of the hollow desecription commonly provided
on lanterns of the present kind, and contains
a handle, G, soldered or otherwise secured in
position to afford ready means of manipula-
tion in rotating the lantern. ™The latter is

supported in its position on a bracket (not

shown) upon which fits a socket, D', formed
on an arm, D, of the supporting-ring C, which
surrounds the base, being confined between
flanges t.

and one for each lens of the lantern.

The handle G does not, in the construction
shown in the first three figures of the draw-
ings, extend entirely across the hollow base of
the lantern, but a space is left between one of
its sides and the inner wall of the hollow base
H, to receive a housing. I, secured in position
and containing a bent lever, E, fulerumed
within it, as shown,which projects through an
opening in the side of the base to afford a lip
or clamp provided with a lug, p, coincident
with the lineof the openingsin thering. - The
lever B projects, toward its lower extremity,
through the housing in which it is fulerumed,
and affords a thunmb-piece, E', against the in-
ner side of which a spring, o, of the spiral
form shown, or of any other suitable form, acts
to maintain the lug p in contact with the ring
C,whereby when a recess or an opening in the
latter is made to coincide with the lng it will
enter the same, and thus secure the lantern
from rotation.

To operate the device, the handle G is
grasped by the fingers of one hand, whereby
thethumbmay readily bedpplied to the thumb-

‘piece E, pressure upon which will release the
p ’

lag p from engagement with the ring C, and
permit thelantern to be rotated from the han-
dle G.

The modification illustrated in Figs. 4 and
5 may be considered to afford a more desirable
construction than that shown in the other fig-
ures, inasmuch as by it the lever E I isin a
position to be actuated by the mere grasp of
the hand. No housing F'is provided, but the
handle G extends entirely across the base H,
being properly secured therein by soldering,

The ring C is provided with open- g
-ings or recesses 7, preferably equidistant apart,
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for example, and has fulerumed to it the lever

with the part E directly over the handle G,
and maintained in its normal condition by the
spring o, and the part I of the lever is en-
tirely within the base H, the lug p upon it
projecting outwardly through the lower side
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of the lantern-body against the inner side of 1co
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the ring or collar C, and through or into the
recesses » in the same, when they are coin-
cident with it,

‘What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. The combination, with a signal-lantern,
of a recessed supporting-collar, C, upon which
the lantern rotates, a handle, G, upon the lan-
tern-body, alever, E F, fulecrumed in position
within the lantern-body, a lug, p, upon the
lever, and a suitable spring, substantially as
deseribed. ,

2. The combination, with a signal-lantern,
of a recessed supporting-collar, C, a handle,

~

G, secured within the hollow base of the lan-
tern, a lever fulerumed upon the handle G, a
lug, p, upon the lever toward its upper ex-
tremity to enter through the body of the lan-
tern the recesses in the collar, a thumb-piece,

| B/, upon the lever adjacent to the handle G,

and a spring, o, tlie whole being constructed-
and arranged to operate substantially as and
for the purpose set forth.

LUCIUS E." JOHNSON.

In presence of—
MAsON BROSS,
‘WM. SADLER.
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