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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

The following specification discloses a folding or col-
lapsible bow holder, adjustable, for supporting a bow in
vertical and ready position, by frictional engagement
of the bow against the vertical and a rotating
member of the holder, and with either manual or auto-
matic means for collapsing upon removal of the bow,
and corresponding release of the frictional engagement of
the bow against the holder without further adjustment or
release of tension by the operator.

e —— R —————

This invention relates generally to a bow holder, and
more particularly, to the creation of a self-supporting
bow holder to be used to hold or support a bow, and
more particularly, a hunting bow, in a generally upright
and fixed position for a multitude of purposes.

It has as its principal object to provide a means for
supporting a bow, and more particularly, a hunting bow,
in a vertical and fixed position while relieving the user
of the bow to utilize his hands freely or to protect his
hands from foul weather, and yet provide the means for
silent removal of the bow from ready position, and use
it in such manner as may then be desirable.

A further object of this invention is to provide means
for supporting a bow in a generally upright, fixed, and
ready position to eliminate the necessity otherwise of
wearying the user by constant holding of the bow, and
to eliminate the placing of the bow on the ground.

A further object of this invention is to provide in par-
ticular a support for a hunting bow in a generally upright
and fixed position, near ready position, enabling a hunter
by bow and arrow to place his bow directly in front of
his position, and enabling the user, upon the appearance
of game, to silently grasp the bow, move the bow silently
toward the user with a slight lift, freeing it silently from
its holder, and preventing otherwise scuffing noises which
usually would frighten off game.

A further object of this invention is to provide a bow
holder which will prevent undue damage to the bow and
its finish and its appurtenances while the bow is being
used in the field, such damage being that normally caused
by placing the bow on the ground in dampness, leaning it
against trees, bushes, and shrubs. .

Ordinarily, users of a bow and arrow, and particularly
bow and arrow bunters, during periods of waiting for
game, either in or out of a blind, find it necessary to
place their bows against the blind, against a tree, against
a shrub, or flat on the ground. The alternative to this type
of placing of the bow is the constant holding of it during
the period the hunter waits for the appearance of game.
In the event that the user continues to hold the bow in
foul weather, the hands can become extremely cold and/
or wet, all of which materially contributes to inaccurate
using of the bow and arrow when the use becomes neces-
sary. It is also usual for a bow hunter who continues to
hold his bow during periods of waiting for game to ap-
pear, to keep an arrow nocked on his bow string. Be-
cause there is considerable movement of the bow and
nocked arrow if the hunter continues to hold it in his
hand, it is likely that the user of the bow and arrow will
act in such manner as to cause the arrow to fall from its
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position, and in some cases, to inflict injury on the user
particularly when a sharp, broad head arrow is nocked
on the bow string.

It is, therefore, a further object of this invention to
provide a bow holder to particularly support a hunting
bow in a generally vertical or fixed or ready position with
an arrow nocked on the bow string at all times while the
hunter waits for game either in or out of a blind. The
holder can provide for the holding of the bow and nocked
arrow with the broad head point pointing away from the
user. Since there is no need for the movement of the bow
or the arrow until game appears, the chances of accident-
ally causing the arrow to come loose from its nocked po-
sition are greatly diminished.

. A further object of the bow holder is to provide means
for holding a bow while its user rests, relaxes, eats either
in the field or at a target range.

1t is a further object of this invention to provide means
for holding a bow in the manner aforesaid, and which
can, be folded easily for carrying either in the pocket of
thé user or in a small utility bag.

The foregoing are examples of the advantages and ob-
jects of this invention, and are made without considera-
tion of such additional advantages as ease of use, ease of
maintenance, and its inherent facility for meeting the
needs of bow hunters.

These and other objects and advantages of the bow
holder will become apparent from the following descrip-
tion taken in connection with the accompanying drawing
in which FIG. 1 is a front elevation of the bow holder in
its collapsed or carrying position; FIG. 2 is a side eleva-
tion of FIG. 1; FIG. 3 is a section taken through the
set up holder with pin engaged, and with top member
in the position shown in FIG. 5; and FIG. 4 is a sec-
tion taken onm line IV—IV through FIG. 3, but with

pin retracted; FIG. 5 is a side elevation showing the
holder in its set up position with bow in place; FIG. 6
is a rear elevation of FIG. 5 with bow in place; FIG. 7
is a fragmentary side elevation with silencer in contact
with lower member after bow has been removed and top
member has collapsed.

While this particular invention is susceptible of various
modifications and alternative constructions, it is shown
here, and will hereinafter be described in a preferred em-
bodiment with mention to be made of another embodi-
ment which eliminates the necessity of the thumb screw
and tension means hereinafter specifically described. It is
not intended that this invention necessarily be limited to
the specific disclosure made, but, on the contrary, is in-
tended to cover all modifications and alternative construc-
tions falling within the spirit and scope of this invention
as defined in this specification and in the appended claims.
For instance, the bow holder may be constructed, as pre-
viously mentioned, without the thumb screw, and tension
means for the automatic collapsing of the holder.

As shown herein, however, for purposes of disclosure
the bow holder 1 comprises generally a folding rectangu-
lar top member 2 equipped with means for enabling it to
rotate through an arc of nearly 360°. The means of rota-
tion are anchored in the top portion of the generally
rectangular bottom member 4 of the bow holder, and the
top member 2 rotates in a nearly complete circle from
one side of the bottom member to the other: The top
member 2 is equipped with means 5 shown in the drawing
as a thumb screw which provides means for adjusting
the bow holder to any desirable position, and to accom-
modate any recurve bow that the user may wish to set
in position in the holder, the bow to be set in the holder
in an upright position. The means of adjustment 5 is of
importance inasmuch as most recurve bows differ slightly
in the degree of recurve. Such adjustment also provides a
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means of compensation to the archer who may fail to in-
sert the lower member vertically in the ground.

The bow holder 1 is equipped in such manner that the
removal of the weight of the bow from its position within
the top member 2 during use causes the top member 2 to
fall forward and away from the bow. The bow kolder 1
is further equipped with means 6 to provide that when
the top member 2 falls forward and away from the bow,
it falls silently. The attached drawing shows the silencing
members 6 to be two rubber silencers located near the
bottom end of the top member, such rubber silencers
being generally round and designed to prevent metal
to metal contact as the top member 2 falls forward and
away from the bow as the bow is removed from the use
position of the bow holder.

The bow holder is further equipped with means 7 and
shown as four generally round, adjustable, rubber guides,
one set appearing on the top portion of the top member
2, and one set appearing on bracket 8 affixed to the top
portion of the lower member 4. The rubber guides 7 are
adjustable inwardly and outwardly, and are used to pre-
vent sliding from side to side of the lower portion of the
bow when it is inserted in the use position in the bow
holder. The bow inserted in the holder 2 generally makes
physical contact with the top portion of the top member
2 and with the bracket 8 upon which one set of the
adjustable rubber guides 7 move back and forth and each
set of guides 7 may, following insertion of the bow, be
pushed inwardly to rest easily against the sides of the bow.

The silencers 6 may be equipped in such manner as to
stop the forward fall of the top member 2 in a position
at an approximate right angle to the bottom member 4
by causing the silencers to come in physical contact with
and be stopped by the bracket 8 upon which one set of
adjustable rubber guides 7 ride.

The rubber silencers 6 are also adjustable in that they
may be raised and lowered on the top member 2 and may
be of varying sizes to stop the forward movement of the
top member 2 in any desirable position. The top portion
of the member 4 is equipped with tension means to hold
the top member in position while setting the top member
2 in proper position with respect to the bottom member 4
for the insertion of and the holding of a recurve bow. The
tension means comprises a knurled, threaded nut 9, a pin
10, a rubber washer 11, and a tension spring 12. The ten-
sion means holds the top member 2 in position until the
bow is removed from the holder, and through the action
of the spring 12 causes the release of the top member
simultaneously with the removal of the bow permitting the
top member 2 to fall forward and away from the bow
itself. In the top portion of the lower member, and par-
tially integrated with the rotating means is a thumb screw
inserted in a cylindrical member 13, and which cylindrical
member is equipped with a depression 14 designed to
receive pin 10,

The thumb screw 5 is equipped in such manner as when
tightened to cause the thumb screw 5 and the cylindrical
member 13 to rotate in unison with the top member 2. The
loosening of the thumb screw 5 permits the top member
2 to rotate freely without causing the cylindrical member
13 and the thumb screw to rotate simultaneously, When
the top member 2 is being set in position to receive a bow,
the thumb screw may be tightened to lock the top portion
2 in the proper position or angle in respect to the lower
portion 4 to receive the bow., The depression 14 is lined
in such way as to receive the upper portion of pin 10
which when engaged in the depression, holds pin 10 in
the depression while the force of the bow is being applied
forwardly on the top member 2 and backwardly on the
bracket 8. The force of the bow forwardly on the top
portion of top member 2 while the cylindrical member 13
and thumb screw 5 rotate simultaneously with the top
member, causes the forward side of depression 14 to fric-
tionally engage the forward side of pin 16 and hold the
pin in the engaged position, When the bow is removed
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from the holder, and the forward force of the bow is
removed from the top portion of the top member 2, the
force of spring 12 overcomeés the force of rotating member
2 and antomatically causes the pin 1€ to release from the
depression 14 and the top member rotates forward and
away from the bow,

Operationally, the entire unit is pushed into the ground
until pin 10 is in a position just above the level of the
ground. The top member is then rotated upwardly and
held in position as shown in FIG. 5 on the attached draw-
ings. Threaded nut 9 is then tightened to engage pin 10 in
depression 14, The bow is then set in place as shown in
FIG. 5, and as hereinbefore described. The rubber guides
7 are then adjusted inwardly against the sides of the bow
in order to steady it in its relatively vertical position. Both
bow 15 and string 16 at this point are in the relatively
vertical position. Lower member 4 at this point is also in
the relatively vertical position. In the event that lower
member 4 is inserted off vertical, or in the event of change
in the degree of recurve of the bow, the position of the bow
may be adjusted by loosening thumb screw 5, and rotating
the bow and top member 2 to near vertical position, and
then tightening the thumb screw 5. When the set-up is in
this position, nut 9 may be loosened to provide the means
and opportunity for pin 10 to retract from depression 14
when the frictional engagement between pin 10 and de-
pression 14 is eliminated by removal of the bow, the force
of spring 12 causing the retraction. The bow during set-up
position holds top member 2 in its position until the bow
is removed, When the bow is removed, member 2 is free
to fall in rotation pattern, and when it falls, silencer 6
stops the forward fall of member 2 in the position shown
in FIG. 7 with the silencer 6 resting in contact with bracket
8. For resetting the bow in the position of FIG 5, user
rotates top member upwardly to the position of FIG §
while engaging pin 10 in recess 14 manually until frictional
engagement is caused between pin 10 and recess 14 by
insertion of the bow.

The lower portion of the holder comprises rod-like legs
for insertion into the ground, and the top portion may
be made of rod-like welded material, all of the rods on the
top and lower portion of the holder generally to be coated
with either plastic or rubberized for the general purpose
of preventing slippage and noise and to protect the bow
itself from undue wear.

For satisfactory operation of the bow holder, the knurled
nut 9 may be loosened several turns after final adjustment
and setting of the bow has been made which will place the
entire tension mechanism in a position to release the pin
10 from the depression 14 upon removal of the bow.

A variation of the above-styled bow holder may com-
prise a lower member in the same general shape as the
lower member in the embodiment described together with
a top member generally rectangular, and providing means
for the rotation of the top member through 180° on one
side of the lower member, and eliminating the tension
means described in the foregoing embodiment.

It seems apparent from the foregoing description that T,
Leonard J. Brooks, have perfected a bow holder which
provides the following:

(1) A holder which will receive and hold a bow in the
generally vertical position, and in the “ready to use” posi-
tion,

(2) Automatic means for collapsing the bow holder
upon removal of the bow, such collapse to be accom-
plished without noise.

(3) A bow holder having means of adjustment whereby
the upper portion of the holder may be set at varied angles
to the lower portion of the holder to receive various types
of recurve bows, and to hold such various types of re-
curve bows.

(4) A bow holder which collapses in such manner as to
permit the upper portion and lower portion to be folded
together for easy carrying and storage.

(5) A bow holder with means for inserting the holder
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into the ground, means for silent operation and adjustable
means for preventing movement of the bow in the holder,

I claim:

1. A collapsible bow holder comprising vertical means
equipped for insertion into the soil or other soft material,
and forming a unit member for affixation to other means
designed for operational rotation through an arc around
the vertical means to create multiple positions for receiv-
ing a bow frictionally engaged against the vertical and the
rotating members, said vertical means and said rotating
means being equipped with further means for silently
stopping the rotation of the rotating member, and having
further means provided for the manual or automatic ro-
tation of the rotating member aforedescribed, all disposed
to receive and hold a bow in ready, near perpendicular
fashion by frictional inter-action of the bow against the
vertical and rotating members, and disposed for silent
removal of the bow and either manual or automatic col-
lapse of the upper member upon withdrawal of the bow
from ready, near perpendicular position, and correspond-
ing release of frictional engagement of the bow against
the vertical and rotating members.

2. In a collapsible bow holder vertical means equipped
for insertion into the soil or other soft material, and being
attached to a rotating upper member, the upper member
and lower member being equipped to receive a bow fric-
tionally engaged by counterforce against the upper and
lower members, the upper member being affixed to the
lower member for rotation about the lower member, 2
bracket affixed near the top portion of the lower member
and having adjustable bow guides fitted thereon, silencers
affixed to the upper member and arranged for contact
with the bracket affixed to the lower member for silent
collapse, means for setting the rotating upper member in
varied fixed positions to receive a bow frictionally engaged
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against the upper and lower members, and means provid-
ing for either manual or automatic collapse of the upper
member upon withdrawal of bow from the holder’s ready
position, and corresponding release of frictional engage-
ment of the bow against the upper and lower members.

3. A collapsing, folding bow holder comprising a lower
member having legs for insertion into the ground, an
upper member affixed to the upper portion of the lower
member and disposed for rotation about the lower mem-
ber, means for limiting the rotation of the upper member,
means for holding the upper member in fixed position, ad-
justable means for stablizing the bow in the bow holder
comprising adjustable rubber stoppers disposed at the
upper portions of both members, silencers disposed on
the upper member for contact with the lower member
upon collapse of the upper member, means for providing
automatic collapse of the holder upon removal of the bow
and comprising a pin disposed for manual insertion into a
recess provided in the rotating portion of the upper mem-
ber and means for forceably disengaging the pin from such
recess upon removal of the bow from the holder, thereby
permitting automatic collapse of the upper member, and
adjustable means for establishing the set position of the
upper member to receive the bow.
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