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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Ira F. OMWAKE, 2
citizen of the United States, residing at Fort
Smith, in the county of Sebastian and State
of Arkansas, have invented a new and nuse-
ful Display-Case, of which the following is
a specification.

This invention relates to display cases for
cigars and other articles, and has for its
principal object to provide a display case
which can be opened at its front and rear
upper corners, to allow for ready access to
the interior of the case from either the front
or rear thereof, for the purpcse of deposit-
ing articles for display or sale therein, or
for arranging the articles therein, or for re-
moving the articles from the case.

A further object is to provide convenient
and simple means for the salesman, or per-
son having charge of the case and goods
therein, to open the said case at the front
and rear upper corners independent of each
other and from the rear of the case. To
this end, there are employed a suitable base,
end frames thereon, transparent panels or
panes in the said end frames, a shelf spaced
above the base and secured between the end
frames, the lower rigid transparent panel or
pane at the front and rear and secured to
the base and end frames, a sliding trans-
parent panel or pane at the front and rear
and extending from the upper corners to
overlap the upper edges of the lower rigid
panes or panels, front and rear panels or
panes slidable between the tops of the end
frames and overlapping each other nor-
mally at their inner edges to close the case,
and suitable means for simultaneously slid-
ing the corresponding panels or panes at
either of the upper corners away from the

“corners to form an unobstructed opening to

any articles which may be displayed on the
shelf. The panels or panes are preferably

" made of glass or other transparent material,

45

although any other suitable material may be
employed ' therefor. The means employed
for sliding the said panels is novel and char-

~ acteristic In construction, being simple, du-

50

rable, convenient and efficient in use. The
display case herein described when embody-

ing my inventi an a 4
g my invention can be made ornamental
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in appearance and need not utilize any more
of space than the ordinary display case of
similar style.

The invention is illustrated in the ac-
companying drawings, in which similar ref-
erence characters indicate similar parts, and
in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective of a display case
embodying my.invention; Fig. 2 is a lateral
vertical section thereof; Fig. 3 is a similar
view showing the panels or panes as par-
tially slid open. Fig. 4 is a perspective
view of the panel-operating mechanism for
the front corner of the display case, parts
being broken away. '

Referring specifically to the drawings, the -

base is shown at 5, being of suitable con-
struction and preferably rectangular in
shape. On the ends of the said base 5 are
mounted the end frames, each comprising
the uprights 6 at the corners of the base and
the upper cross-piece 7 joining the upper
ends of the respective uprights 6. Within
the end frames are mounted the stationary
panels 9. Spaced above the base 5 is the
horizontal shelf 8, which is secured between
the end frames. Between the uprights 6 at
the front and rear of the display case are
rigid panels 10 which extend from the base
upward to about the height of the shelf.
Either of these panels may be substituted
by suitable doors or slides for access to the
lower compartment of the display case, this
being obvious to the designer and not form-
ing ‘a part of this invention. ~Slidably
mounted between the upper ends of the up-
rights 6 at the front and rear are the re-
spective panels 11 and 12. These panels,
nermally, extend from the upper corners
of the case and overlap the lower stationary
or rigid panels 10 to close the front and rear
faces of the case. These panels 11 are slid-
able downward or vertically to open the
upper portions of the front and rear of the
case. - Between the cross-piece 7 at the up-
per corners of the ends of the case are slid-
ably mounted front and rear top panels 13
and ' 14; -which normally extend from the
respective corners inward to overlap each
other about the center of the top. The
front top panel 13 is preferably mounted
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above the rear top panel 14, or in a horizon-
tal plane parallel to and spaced above the
horizontal plane of the rear top panel 14.
Each of these panels 18 and 14 are slidable
away from their respective corners of the
case, the rear top panel being adapted to
slide beneath the front top plate and vice
versa. Normally the correspending sliding
Panels at the upper corners at the front and
rear butt against each other to close the
case. The above described parts form the
display case proper. ,

The mechanism for sliding the front pan-
els, or for opening the front corner of the
case, consists of a longitudinal shaft 15
preferably mounted centrally below or to
the bottom of the shaft 8, one end thereof
passing through one end of the case and
having a rearward and upward extending
operating lever 16 secured to said outer end.
Within the ends of the case the shaft carries
the vertical upstanding arm 17, and the
horizontal forward arm 18. The arms 17
and 18 comprise respective sections 17> and

177, and 18 and 18 which have a telescopic

connection, thereby allowing the outer ends
thereof to be distended or retracted. The
upper or outer ends of the arms 17 are piv-
oted to the ends of the front top panel 13
by any suitable means, and to the forward
or outer ends of the arms 18 are attached
the cords or cables 19 by any suitable means,
which cords 19 run over the pulley wheels
20 at the upper corners and ends of the case,
and then extend downwardly to be secured
to the ends of the panel 11 near the bottom
Thus, when the
lever 16 is depressed, the arms 17 are swung
backward, carrying the front top panel 13
rearward over the rear top panel, and the
arms 18 are swung upward and the cords 19
are thereby slackened, allowing the front
sliding panel 11 to drop or lower. In this
manner, the upper front corner of the case
is opened, giving ready access from the
front to the interior of the case. Upon the
lever 16 being raised, the said opening is
again closed, the parts returning to normal
position, as will be understood. Due to the
telescopic construction of the arms 17 and
18, the ends thereof are permitted to be
distended and retracted to follow the respec-
tive horizontal path of the panel 18 and the
vertical path of the cord 19, which assists in
the action of the device.

The panel 14 is provided at its rear edge
with a hand-hold 26. A cord or cable 22
at each end of the case is secured at one
end to the rear portion of the end of the
panel 14 and passes over the forwardly dis-
posed pulley 23, then backward over the
pulley 24 in the rear corner and downward
to be attached at 25 to the lower portion of

the end of the rear sliding panel 12. Then

1,018,679

by sliding the rear top panel forward by
means of hand-hold 26 or otherwise, the
cords 22 are slackened, thus permitting the
rear sliding panel. 12 to lower or drop. In
this manner, the rear upper corner can be
opened. As the rear top panel is drawn
back to its normal position, the rear panel
12 will be simultaneously drawn upward
to close the said corner.

It will be seen that the sliding panels are
conveniently and readily operated, when
desired, to open either the front or rear
corners of the display case, thus permitting
either the merchant or salesman at the rear
of the case, or the purchaser at the front of
the case, to have access to the interior of
the case. The sliding panels are operated
from the rear, as will be understood, and by
locking the movement of the said operating
lever 16 and the rear top panel 14 by any
suitable means, it is impossible to secure ac-
cess to the interior of the case without dam-
age thereto.

When closed, or in normal position, the
case is securely closed to render it air and
dust-proof, and it will also be seen that the
mechanism for operating the sliding panels
does not interfere with the compartment
below the shelf 8. :

The advantages of opening the display
case as above described are numerous and
need not be itemized herein,

The invention is-also capable of altera-
tions within the scope of the appended
claims without departing from the spirit
thereof.

Having described my invention, what I
claim as new is:

1. In a display case, the combination with
a base, and end frames thereon, of a longi-
tudinal shaft, an operating lever on said
shaft, a sliding panel between the said end
frames, and a telescoping arm secured to
the said shaft and having its outer end piv-
oted to the said sliding panel.

2. In a display case, the combination with
a base, and end frames thereon, of a longi-
tudinal shaft, an operating lever on said
shaft, a vertical sliding panel between the
said end frames, a telescoping arm secured
to the said shaft, an upper pulley wheel,
and a cord passing over the said pulley and
attached to the outer end of the said arm
and to the said panel.

3. In a display case, the combination with
a base and end frames, of a slidable top
panel and a slidable vertical panel normally
closing one of the upper corners of the dis-
play case, a longitudinal shaft, a vertical
upstanding telescoping arm and a horizon-
tal telescoping arm secured to the said shaft,
a cord connecting the upper end of the said
horizontal arm with the said vertical panel,
a guide pulley for the said cord, the outer
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end of the said vertical arm being pivotally | as my own, I have hereto affixed my signa-
connected to the top panel, and an operating | ture in the presence of two witnesses.

lever for the said shaft, whereby the said
panels are simultaneously slid from the said IRA F. OMWAKE,
corner to open the display case upon the said Witnesses:
operating lever being turned. R. C. Corg,
In testimony that I claim the foregoing C. D. Kegrzer.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”




