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1 Claim.

1

" The present invention relates to new and useful
improvements in tables and more particularly
to a table designed primarily for use in holding a
book in a convenient and comfortable position
for reading by a person lying in bed, and for
other purposes. :

An important object of the invention is to pro-
vide a folding table of this character and em-
bodying a transparent book support held in a
raised position above a person lying in bed and by
means of which ths open pages of a book may be
held face downwardly on the book holder and in
a position for reading by the person.

A further object of the invention is to provide
a foldable stand by means of which the book
holder or rack may be supported in a desired ad-
justable position.

A still further object is to provided means for
adjusting the book holder or rack by means of
which the same may be supported in a position
either above or below the level of the eyes of a
person to hold a book or other article while the
person is lying in bed flat on his back, or while
the person is occupying a sitting position.

A still further object is to provide a device of
this character of simple and practical ¢onstiuc-
tion, which is strong and durable, neat and at-
tractive in appearance, relatively inexpensive to
manufacture and otherwise well adapted for the
purposes for which the same is intended.

Other objects and advantages reside in the
details of construction and operation as more
fully hereinafter described and claimed, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings forming
part hereof, wherein like numerals refere to like
parts throughout, and in which:

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing the
stand in an open position with the book rack held
above the eyes of a person lying in bed.

Figure 2 is a side elevational view;

Figure 3 is a top plan view;

Figure 4 is a front elevational view;

Figure 5 is a perspective view showing the

stand and rack in g folded position, and

Figure 6 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional
view taken on a line 6—8 of Figure 2 and show-
ing the locking construction for the legs of the
foldable stand. .

Referring now to the drawings in detail where-
in for the purpose of ilustration I have disclosed
a preferred embodiment of the invention, the
numeral § designates a stand generally composed
of an inverted U-shaped rear frame 6 to provide
a pair of legs 1, each leg including upper and
lower portions 8 and 9 and g rail (0 is suitably
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connected at its rear end to each lower portion
9 of the leg and extends in a forward direction
with a leg 1! at the front end of the rail.

The legs T and ! of the stand 5 may be of a
suitable length to rest on g bed 12 adjacent the
side edges thereof, as shown in Figure 1 of the
drawings, or the legs and stand 5 may be con-
structed of a suitable size for resting upon a fioor
and with the frame 6 straddling a bed.

A horizontal bar {3 is formed with trunnions
14 2t each end rotatably supported in the upper
portions & of the legs, the outer ends of the trun-
nions having a plate 5 suitably secured thereto
and constructed in the form of a segment of &
disk with the trunnion 14 positioned at the axis
of the segment. An arcuate slot {6 is formed in
plate 15 and in which a bolt and wing nut 17 is
positioned and fixed to the upper portion of the
leg above the trunnion, the wig holt clamping the
plate {5 against the frame 6 to hold bar 13 in
a rotatably adjusted position.

A pair of arms I8 are fixedly secured at their
rear ends to the bar 13 and project forwardly
therefrom and with their front ends pivotally
attached to the side portions of a frame 19 in
which a glass or other transparent sheet 28 is
supported.

The arms 18 are pivoted to the frame 9 ad-
jacent its upper edge and a pair of lower arms
or props 2i are pivotally attached to the lower

side edges of frame 19 and extend therefrom in g

rearward direction and are formed with a longi-
tudinal slot 22 for receiving a bolt and wing nut
23 carried at the rear portion of arms 18 to hold
the lower arms or props 21 in a forwardly or rear-
wardly slidably adjusted position.

The lower edge of frame 19 is provided with
front and rear flanges 24 and 25 by means of
which a book or other article may be supported at
either the front or rear of the glass 20 when
tilted either forwardly or rearwardly as in-
dicated by the dotted lines in Figure 2 to provide
a book rack or holder,

The upper and lower leg sections 8 and 9 are
connected to each other for rotation of the lower
leg section by means of a rod 26 having its
upper end threadedly connected to a horizontal
member 27 in the upper leg section and having
its lower end slidable in a horizontal member 28
in the lower leg section and provided with a coil
spring 29 held under tension against the under-
side of lower horizontal member 28 to draw the
Jower leg section 9 upwardly toward the upper leg
section 8. A tube 30 secured in the upper leg
section 8 and on which the lower leg section 9 is
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slidable guides the lower section during its
vertical sliding movement.

The abutting ends of leg sections 8 and 9 are
undulated as shown at 31 to provide humps 32
and valleys 33 to seat one within the other to
lock the lower leg section in its upper or re-
tracted position and with the rails 10 extending
forwardly as shown in Figure 1.

In the operation of the device, with the stand
5 supported on a bed or on the floor with the
frame 6 straddling the bed and frame (9 tilted
into a desired position and held by the adjust~
ment of lower arms or props 21,  The top of the
frame 19 may be tilted forwardly as shown by
the full lines in Figure 2 whereupon a book may
be supported with its leaves open and facing
downwardly on glass 26 for reading by a person
lying flat upon the bed and lcoking up toward
the book, or the frame {8 may be tilted in an
opposite direction as shown by the forward dotted
lines in Figure 2 to hold a book on the glass face
upward for reading by a person while in a sit-
ting position.

When not in use, the book rack or frame 19
may be folded downwardly by releasing bolt and
wing nuts 17 to permit rotation of bar {3 for
swinging arms 18 downwardly, as shown in Fig-
ure 5, and pulling lower ends-of legs 9 downwardly
and rotating the same to swing rails 10 and legs
i{ inwardly against the folded frame 19,

In view of the foregoing description taken in
conjunction with the accompanying drawings it
is believed that a clear understanding of the de-
vice will be quite apparent to those skilled in this
art.
deemed unnecessary.

Tt is to be understood, however, that even
though there is herein shown and described a
preferred embodiment of the invention the same
is susceptible to certain changes fully compre-
hended by the spirit of the invention as herein
described and the scope of the appended claim.

Having described the invention, what is claimed
asnew is:

A table for supporting a book for reading by a
person lying in bed comprising a sheet of trans-

A more detailed description is accordingly -
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parent material for supporting the book face
down, a frame for said sheet having sides, and a
stand including a pair of side rails, front and
rear side legs connected in side pairs by said side
rails for resting on the bed in pairs upon opposite
sides of the body of the person, said rear legs
extending above said front legs and side rails, a
rear cross member connecting said rear legs
above said side rails, and means suspending said
frame at its sides on said cross member in for-
wardly offset relation thereto and with said sheet
tilted upwardly and forwardly of the support
over the face of the person comprising pairs of
bars having front ends pivoted to opposite sides
of the frame. at longitudinally spaced points
thereon, one pair of bars having rear ends rigidly
connected to said cross member, the other pair
of bars crossing the rigidly connected pair and
being pivotally and slidably connected thereto
for adjustment to vary the tilted position of said
sheet relative to the rigidly -connected -bars.
DOUGLAS G. WEBSTER.
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