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(57) ABSTRACT 
A purse with a magnetically attractive piece affixed to 
the inside wall of the purse adjacent the opening of 
the purse. A second magnetically attractive piece is in 
a cup shape and encircles a magnet affixed therein so 
that the second piece and the magnet can be magneti 
cally held to the first piece and removed therefrom, as 
desired. The second piece contains a key retainer, so 
that keys can be removably held in the purse in the 
position determined by the location of the first piece 
inside the purse. The second magnetically attractive 
piece has an edge which extends beyond the magnet 
and thereby provides complete and flat contact with 
the first piece for maximum magnetic attraction 
between the two pieces. 

3 Claims, 6 Drawing Figures 
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3,682,216 
KEY HOLDER FORNSIDEAPURSE 

This invention relates to a key holder for inside a 
purse. More particularly, it pertains to a key holder 
which utilizes a magnet and a piece for encircling the 
magnet and for attaching to a key chain or the like so 
that the keys can be retained in a purse in a selected 
position which permits the keys to be readily found in 
the purse. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
The prior art is already aware of key holders for use 

inside cases, such as handbags and purses. Further, the 

O 

prior art is already aware of various arrangements of 5 
pieces which are subjected to magnets for magnetically 
securing the two pieces together. One example of the 
use of magnets for securing keys in specific positions is 
found in U.S. Pat. No. 3,277,681. Also, an example of 
the prior art showing the arrangement of a specific lo 
cation for a key holder for inside a purse is found in 
U.S. Pat. No. 3,326,258. 

It is a general object of this invention to provide an 
improved type of key holder for the inside of a purse. 
More specifically, it is an object of this invention to 
provide a key holder of the type which can be securely 
held in a certain position inside the purse and which 
can be readily removed from the purse to be complete 
ly free of the purse when the key is to be used. 

Still further, it is the purpose and object of this inven 
tion to provide a key holder for inside a purse wherein 
the key holder is of a magnetic type which permits 
ready and easy placement and securing of the key in 
the purse and ready and easy removal of the key from 
the purse. Further, in accomplishing these objects, it is 
significant that the magnet itself is arranged so that it 
does not readily attract other objects to thereby inter 
fere with or obstruct the intended use of the magnet in 
being positioned and attractive to only the specific 
locating piece secured within the purse. That is, the key 
holder is so arranged so that it will not inadvertently at 
tract other objects in the purse and thereby be a 
nuisance in the provision of the magnet itself, espe 
cially when the magnet is inserted into the purse in 
positions adjacent the numerous magnetically attrac 
tive items which may be inside the purse. 

Still further, it is an object of this invention to pro 
vide a kit type of key holder which can be readily and 
easily mounted in a purse which is already manufac 
tured. That is, the owner of the purse or case can 
purchase the key holder parts of this invention and 
mount the parts in the purse in the particular position 
desired but without making any structural modifica 
tions or attachments relative to the purse. 

It is significant that the key holder of this invention 
utilizes the magnet and its substantially enclosing piece 
for the dual purposes of attaching the piece to a key 
chain and for the purpose of presenting the piece as a 
fob when the piece and key chain and keys are 
removed from the purse. With this arrangement, the 
fob piece is available for serving as a grippable piece 
which the user can hold in handling the keys and 
thereby insure that the keys will not be dropped or lost 
when the fob piece is removed from the purse. 
Other objects and advantages will become apparent 

upon reading the following description. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a side elevational view of a purse having a 
preferred embodiment of this invention disposed 
therein. 

FIG. 2 is an enlarged sectional view taken along the 
line 2-2 of FG. 1. 
FG. 3 is a side elevational view of FIG. 2. 
FG. 4 is a left side elevational view of parts shown in 

FG, 2. 
FIGS. 5 and 6 are perspective views of parts shown in 

F.G. 2. 

DETALED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

A lady's purse 10 may be of any conventional type, 
and it is shown to have a closure flap 11 and an upper 
edge 12 which defines the opening into the purse, and 
the opening is generally designated 13 in F.G. 2. Im 
mediately adjacent the edge 12 and inside the purse is a 
first magnetically attractive piece 14 which is a flat and 
thin disc. This is of a metal material, preferable of a low 
grade steel and may be a cold rolled steel. The disc 14 
is secured within the purse 10 by affixing it to the purse 
inside wall 16 through cement or the like, and FIG. 2 
shows that an adhesive sheet 17 is disposed between 
the purse surface 16 and the disc 14 so that the sheet 17 
is adhered to the surface 16 and the disc 14 to securely 
retain the disc 14 on the wall of the purse. By the use of 
a sheet 17 having adhesive coatings on both faces of the 
sheet 17, the entire key holder can be provided in a kit 
form so that it can be used with any already existing 
purse or case without structurally attaching the disc 14 
to the purse or case. 
A magnet 18 is secured to a second magnetically at 

tractive piece 19 and this securing may be by cement 
ing the magnet 18 to the wall 21 of the piece 19. Also, 
the piece 19 is of a magnetically attractive material, but 
it is of a material which is more magnetically attractive 
than is the disc 14, for a purpose mentioned later. The 
piece 19 also has an endless wall 22 extending around 
the periphery of the piece 19 and thereby encircling the 
magnet 18 to enclose the magnet 18 on all sides except 
the side adjacent the disc 14. However, as seen in FIG. 
2, the magnet 18 and the piece 14 have a space 23 
therebetween. Therefore, the piece 19 presents an edge 
24 in contact with the planar face 26 of the disc 14, and 
the edge 24 defines the end of the wall 22 and is there 
fore an endless edge inflat contact with the disc planar 
face 26. 

With the arrangement described, it is found that the 
attraction effect of a given size magnet 18 is a max 
imum when the pieces 14 and 19 are constructed and 
related as described, namely, with the edge 24 in con 
tact with the piece 14. That is, it has been found that 
the magnet 18 in direct contact with the piece 14 is not 
as strongly attracted to the piece 14 as is the attraction 
of the pieces as described and shown. Further, with the 
magnet in the piece 19, as shown even the wall 21 of 
the piece 19, if turned around and placed in contact 
with the disc 14, is not as strongly attracted to the piece 
14 as is the piece 19 in the position shown in FIG.2. 
The piece 19 has a loop 27 formed thereon, and the 

loop is connected to a key chain 28 carrying a key ring 
29 which in turn supports keys, such as the key 31. 
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With the arrangement described, it will therefore be 
understood and seen that the keys 31 can be secured 
inside the purse 10 in any selected position so that the 
keys 31 can be readily found and removed from the 
purse. Also, with the arrangement of the piece loop 27 
and the chain 28, the assembly of the piece 19 and the 
key chain and keys can be easily removed from the disc 
14 by simply grasping the chain 28 and thereby sliding 
the piece 19 along the disc 14 until the piece 19 is free 
of the disc 14. That is, the power of the magnet is easily 
overcome by the sliding action described, and such 
sliding action is more effective than attempting to pull 
the piece 19 directly away from the disc 14, and the 
chain 28, along with the loop 27, provide a means for 
easily sliding the piece 19 and thereby removing the 
keys from the purse. 

FIGS. 3, 4, and 6 show that the piece 19 is cup 
shaped, and the magnet 18 is circular in its shape and is 
positioned inside the piece 19 but spaced from the wall 
22 for easy positioning of the magnet 18 inside the 
piece 19, in the manufacture of the assembly of the two 
pieces. Also, FIG. S shows that the disc 14 is of a circu 
lar shape and is thin and of an overall size greater than 
the overall extent of the piece 19 along the disc 14 so 
that the piece 19 can be easily positioned in full contact 
with the disc 14 and not necessarily centered thereon. 

Further, with the magnet 18 recessed in the piece 19, 
relative to the plane along the edge 24 to provide the 
space 23, as described, the piece 19 is not as apt to 
magnetically attract other metal items inside the purse, 
since the magnet 18 is somewhat shielded from such 
undesirable magnetic action. Thus the piece 19 pro 
vides an inside pocket which receives the magnet 18 in 
the enclosed or recessed position described, since the 
height of the wall 22 is greater than the thickness of the 
magnet 18, as seen in FIG. 2. Still further, because of 
the difference in magnetic properties of the disc 14 and 
piece 19, the magnet 18 will remain in fixed position 
with the piece 19 and will not tend to be held on the 
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4 
disc 14, in the event the cement between the magnet 18 
and piece 19 were to weaken or fail. In fact, the ar 
rangement is such that the magnet 18 will remain with 
the piece 19 even without cementing the magnet to the 
piece 19. Also, when one grasps the chain 28 and slides 
the piece 19 off the disc 14, the piece 19 is available for 
assisting gripping the chain 28, and the piece 19 there 
fore functions as a chain fob for holding and controlling 
the keys 31. By the arrangement of recessing the mag 
net 18 in the piece 19 and having the edge 24 in contact 
with the disc 14, the strength of the magnet increases 
from a holding force of 6 or 7 ounces to a holding force 
of 4 pounds. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A key holder for inside a purse, comprising a purse 

having a wall and an opening defined by an edge of said 
wall, a magnetically attractive flat disc affixed to said 
wall inside said purse and immediately adjacent said 
edge, a magnet of a flat shape, a cup-shaped member 
affixed to said magnet and surrounding said magnet, 
said member having an endless wall defining a pocket 
and encircling said magnet, said wall of said member 
being higher than the thickness of said magnet and ex 
tending beyond the outer limit of said magnet in said 
pocket, said wall of said member terminating in an 
Ellis's firgi'Rega Pyariggs 
completely lie on said flat disc and be magnetically held 
thereto, and a key chain attached to said member for 
holding keys and being available for grasping and slid 
ing said member off said disc. 

2. The key holder as claimed in claim 1, wherein said 
member is of a material more magnetically responsive 
than the material of said flat disc to ensure that said 
magnet remains affixed to said member, at least 
through magnetic attraction. 

3. The keyholder as claimed in claim 1, including ad 
hesive paper for affixing said disc to said purse wall by 
adhering thereto. 
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