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To al., whom it may coneern: 
Beit known that I, JOHN A. SPURLOCK, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Ava, 
in the county of Douglas and State of Mis 
Souri, have invented a new and useful Bur 
glar-Alarm, of which the following is a speci 
fication. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

burglar-alarms; the objects in view being to 
provide a cheap, simple and ornamental at 
tachment for doors, window-blinds, trunks, Satchels, &c.; to be adapted to be operated by 
the opening of the same by unauthorized per 
Sons and to thus notify the occupants of the 
house or the owners of the trunks, satchels, &c., of said opening; to provide for an auto 
natic setting of the alarm by the closing of 
the door, trunk, satchel, &c.; and for means 
for throwing the alarm-mechanism out of op 
erative position, as for instance, during the 
day or when not in use. 
Other objects and advantages of the inven 

tion will appear in the following description, 
and the novel features thereof will be particu 
larly pointed out in the claims. 

Referring to the drawings:-Figure 1 is an 
elevation of a portion of a door and its casing 
having an alarm-mechanism constructed in 
accordance with my invention, the casing of 
the mechanism being removed to expose the 
Same. Fig. 2 is an edge view of the door and 
of said mechanism. Fig. 3 is a detail of the 
Spring-catch. 

Like numerals of reference indicate like 
parts in all the figures of the drawings. 
In practicing my invention Iemploy an or 

dinary clock-mechanism, which comprises the 
opposite frame-plates 1, the tie-bolts 2, the 
winding-shaft 3, one end of which is adapted 
to be grasped by the hand and for which pur 
pose it is provided with the thumb-plate 4 
that projects beyond the metalcasing 5, that it 
will be understood covers the said mechanism. 
The mechanism further includes the usual 
escapement-wheel 6 arranged upon a trans 
verse arbor 7, which carries a small pinion 8 
meshing with the main-gear 9 of the wind 
ing-shaft. An escapement-lever 10 is located 
upon the oscillating escapement shaft 11. 
From this escapement-shaft 11 extends a bell 
hammer rod 12, whose headlies within a small 

as the escapement operates the hammer is os 
cillated and its head brought in contact with 
the bell in a vibratory manner and the alarm 
sounded. I provide the escapement-shaft 
with a rock-arm 14 which projects forwardly 
beyond the front edges of the plates 1 and 
operates with said shaft. Above this arm I 
swivel in a perforation, in the inner plate 1, 
a crank-shaft key 15, which when it is neces 
sary that the alarm should not operate Iturn 
down to a vertical position so as to impinge 
upon said arm 14 and prevent the latter from 
vibrating. This is the position of the parts 
during the day or when the alarm is not in 
use. The front face of the door at the edge 
thereof in rear of the plate 1 is provided with 
a shallow recess 16, and located therein is a 
spring-plate 17 provided at its outer edge 
with a flange 18 adapted to overlap the door 
casing. The upper end of the spring is pro 
vided with outwardly disposed bent ends 
19, which, when the door is closed and the 
spring thereby forced outward or toward the 
alarm-mechanism, will engage over the arm 
14 of said alarm-mechanism the same as the 
key 15, that is prevent the arm from vibrat 
ing. When, however, the door is opened the 
spring automatically returns to the bottom 
of the recess 16, thus withdrawing its upper 
bent end from over the arm 4, liberating the 
same, and permitting it to oscillate or vibrate 
together with the bell-hammer, and thus 
sound the alarm. Thus it will be seen that 
I have provided a mechanism which becomes 
set when the door is closed and which will be 
automatically liberated and sounded when 
the door is opened. In operation, the winding-shaft is rotated 
so as to put the operating-spring under ten 
sion, and the key 15 swung down to prevent 
the mechanism from operating. The door 
may now be opened and closed without re 
gard to the alarm or sounding of the same, 
and when at night or any time it is desired 
to put the alarm into operation the door is 
simply closed and the key 15 swung up so 
that the arm 14 is merely held and prevented 
from operating through the medium of the 
spring 17. 
I do not limit my invention to the precise 

details of construction herein shown and de 
bell 13 which is secured to the door so that scribed, but hold that I may vary the same 
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to any dogree and extent without departing 
from the spirit or sacrificing any of the ad 
vantages of this invention. . . . . . 

claim is 
1. The combination with a door and its cas ing, of a clock escapement, a bell arranged at 

Io 
one side thereof, a bell-hammer extending from the escapementarbor and terminating 
at the side of the bell, an arm extending to 
ward the edge of the door from the escape 
ment-arbor, a recess formed in the front face 
of the door back of the escapement, and the 
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flat spring-arm 17 secured at its inner end 
within the recess and projecting beyond the 
edge of the door, where it is provided with a 
lip 18, and adapted to contact with the casing, 
said arm having its outer extremity inwardly 
bent to form a finger 19 that is normally out 
of the path of the arm, but which, when the 
door is closed and said lip contacts with the 
casing, is forced into the path of the arm, sub 
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stantially as specified. 
2. The combination with a door and its cas 

ing, of a clock-escapement, a bell arranged at 
one side thereof, a bell hammer extending 

Having described my invention, what I 

from the escapement-arbor, and terminating 
at the side of the bell, an arm extending to 
ward the edge of the door from the escape 
ment-arbor, a recess formed in the front face 
of the door back of the escapement, and the 
flat spring-arm 17 secured at its inner end 
within the recess and projecting beyond the 
edge of the door, where it is provided with a 
lip, and adapted to contact with the casing, 
said arm having its outer extremity inwardly 
bent to form a finger 19 that is normally out 
of the path of the arm, but which, when the 

arm of the shaft, substantially as specified. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 

my. 
the presence of two witnesses. 

Witnesses: 
J. H. G. REYNOLDs, 
J. M. ADAMS. 
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door is closed and said lip contacts with the 
casing, is forced into the path of the arm, and 
the swiveled crank-shaped key 15 arranged 
in the base or back wall of the escapement 
and adapted to be swung into the path of the 
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own I have hereto affixed my signature in 

JOHN A. SPURLOCK. 

  


