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ABIAL H. EDWARDS, OF LYNN, MASSACHUSETTS..

IMPROVEMENT IN BURIAI

':S'peci:ﬁca.tion forming part of Letters Patent No. 154,658, ﬁated, September 1, 1874; app}ic&ti'on filed
July 23, 1874,

o 'qll.whom' it may concern : .
- Be it known that I, ABIAL H. EDWARDS,
of Liynn, of the county of Essex and State of

Massachusetts, have invented a new and use- |

ful ' Improvement in Burial-Cases; and do
. hereby declare the same to be fully'describsd
in the following specifieation, and represented
in the accompanying drawings, of which—
. Figure 1 is a top view; Fig. 2, a side eleva-
tion, and Fig. 3 an end view, of one of my
new or improved burial-cases, as closed. Fig.
4is a top-view; Fig. 5, alongitudinal section,
-and Fig. 6 a transverse and central section, of
|it, as open. Fig: 7is a transverse section of
it taken between: one end of its tray, and the
next adjacent endl of the case.

My invention eonsists of a burial-casket

~having two hinged.end covers and a box pro-
vided with a tray and two quadrantal orside
covers, the said end covers, and the box, be-
ing provided with devices.for sustaining the
~end covers in horizontal pesitions; when in
sueh, all being as hereinafter-éxplained.
T am aware that aburial-case having a tray
or box, and. two curved movable tops, cou-
stitutes the subject.of the United States Pat-
‘ent No. 139,463, but in this case the movable
‘ends are quadrautal, and fixed to and furn
- with the covers, whereas in my casket the end
eovers are semicircular, and arve separate from
the top covers, and ave hinged to the body or
‘box, 80 as to be capable of being tarned from
vértical down to' borizontal positions, or, viee
- . versa, the curved .top or side covers being
fixed to the body or box by arms pivoted
thereto, .the  whole being preductive of -ad-
rantage, as hereinafter set forth. ;
In such drawings, A denotes the tray for
receiving the corpse, such tray when duly pre-
“paved being upholstered and properly. cush-
ioned. 1t is arranged within a box or case, B,
the two being connected at their ends with
spaces C ¢ between such cnds andon the
flanks of the conuections m m. ~Theve is also
betweén. the sides of the tray and-those of the
case a'space for reception of two curved cov-
crs, DD, arranged as shown. Hach of these
covers has. two radial arms, B B, extended
from its ends, such arms at their i;‘x\;uer entls
working on centers or joint - pius ¢ ¢, which,
with-the arms, are disposed within the spaces

“covers, it being shown at L

»

C C, the wnote being so that the covers may
either be turned down into the positions shown
in Figs. 4 and 6, or raised up into those de-
noted in Figs. 1 and 2. There are hinged to
the- ends of the case B two semicircular end
caps or covers, T T, their hinges being shown

at b b, and so arranged as to admit of the cov-

ers being turned from -the positions shown in
Figs. 4 and 5 up iuto vertical positions, so as
to be directly over the ends of the case, each
cover I being provided with aflange or lip, ¢,
projecting from it at its periphery, in manner
as shown., These lips overlap the sidé covery

D D at their ends when all the covers are

raised to their highest positions, the covers ¥
T, under such cireymstances; serving to close
the openings at thoe ends of the covers D D.
Plates & G, in the form of parallelograms, -
and arranged -in-like formed recesses iu the
upper edges of the ends of the case, and to
turn on pivots d d, serve when the said cov-
ers ' I are raised up into horizontal positions
to. hold them therein, by being turned aronnd
underneath them. - o

The object of soraising the covers F T, and
supporting them in horizontal positions, is. to
admit of their being used as means for sus-
taining vases, wreaths, or bouquets of flowers
during funeral serviees over a corpse-whenin
the tray. ‘ o :

In each end cover I arrange, as shown, a
slide-bolt, H, which, when the end cover is in
its highest position, is to be pushed down into
a hole, k, in the end of the case, in order that
the bolt and the hole may hold the end cover
in'its elevated position.

There is also such a bolt in one of the side
When the said
cover and the next adjacent end cover are in.

“their highest positions, the said bolt I, being

slid forward iuto a recess, 1, in the end cover,
will serve to inld up the side cover. A-hook,

%, applied to the other side cover, and hooked

upon or iuto @ stud, I, applied to its. fellow
cover, as shown, will, when the two side cov-
ers are raised, hold the first onein its elevated
position.. - : ' :

CWith a burial-case so made, & corpse may
be either fully exposed to view, or entirély in-

-cased so as not to be visible.

As the case, when open, is in height only
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about half thatof an ordinary coffin or casket,
it will be seen that it can be boxed and trans-
ported from where made to the place of use,
or that of sale, at much less expense than
such coffin or casket,

I claim—

The improved burial.case, substantially as |

deseribed, consisting of the box B, the tray

A, and the covers D D, arranged and applied -

i togetler, as set forth; in combination with the

semicircular end covers F F, hinged to the
box B, all being ‘to operate substantlally in

vmanner as spec1fied

'ABIAL H. EDWARDS.

Witnesses: .
R. H. Epby,
J. R. Sxow,




