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This invention relates to improvements in X 
raymarking devices and has as its principali ob 
ject the provision of a device of this class in 
cluding a frame or carrier and means for mount 
ing Several layers of letter or legend bearing 
strips one above another, there being resili 
ent means provided between layers and adapted 
to Secure the outermost letter strips firmly in 
position While at the same time permitting easy 
remOVal and insertion of the Same. 
VieWed from another aspect, it is an object 

of the invention to provide an X-ray Imarking 
deVice or “stencil' including a frame With oppo 
site longitudinal grooves, a bottom legend bear 
ing Strip slidable endWise into the grooves, a 
resilient pad member on the bottom legend strip, 
and a top strip on the resilient member or strip; 
the bottom legend strip, the resilient pad, and 
the top strip preferably being secured together 
So that they may be slid as a unit into and out of 
the frame, and one ormore outer legend bearing 
Strips arranged to slide on the top Strip into the 
grooves So that the letters on the Outer strip may 
be aligned Suitably With respect to the legend 
characters on the bottom Strip. 

Additional objects, adVantages and novel as 
pects of the invention relate to certain details of 
construction of the preferred embodiment illus 
trated hereinafter in View of the annexed draW 
ing, in Which: 

Fig. 1 is a top plan View of the improved 
marker completely assembled; 

Fig. 2 is a vertical transverse section draWnto 
enlarged Scale and viewed in the direction of line 
2-2 of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary perspective of one end 
of the frame or carrier; 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary perspective view of the 
identification strip assembly; While 

Fig. 5 is a perSpective View of One of the lette 
strips or pieces. 

In a preferred form of construction, the im 
proved marking device consists of a frame of ma 
terial Which is pervious to X-rays, Such for ex 
ample as alluminum, such a frame 10 being shown 
in Figs. 1 and 3 and being of elongated form With 
flanges ii struck up along opposite longitudinal 
edges thereof to provide grooves or tracks for 
inserts. At the opposite ends of the grooves, top 
portions of the flanges il are notched or cut 
away to provide leading spaces 2 facilitating the 
sliding of the inserts into the grooves, and aS il 
lustrated more particularly in Fig. 3, the Outer 
most corner portions 3 of the groove flanges 
adjacent the notches 2 are turned up slightly to 
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further facilitate the insertion of the strips and 
letter pieces. 
One of the inserts is an identification strip, so 

called because it is less frequently changed than 
the number strips and because it more frequently 
designates or identifies the hospital, laboratory or 
operator making the negative and is likely to be 
left in the frame from time to time. The identi 
fication strip consists preferably of an elongated 
strip f ? of ray pervious material such as Cellu 
loid (Figs. 2 and 4 particularly) dimensioned to 
slide readily into the grooves of the frame and 
having Secured thereto by any suitable means, 
Such as glue or the like, identification means or 
indicia elements in the form of letters 5 Which 
are made of a material relatively impervious to 
X-rays, for example, lead. This indicia may des 
ignate the name of the patient, but more fre 
quently designates the hospital or laboratory, as 
heretofore pointed out. 
A resilient pad i6 of material Such as sponge 

rubber is laid upon the base strip 4 and prefer 
ably has portions i cut away to expose the in 
dicia, 5 So that the same may readily be viewed 
in the frame. A top strip 8, constituting a slid 
ing as Well as a supporting Surface for the inter 
changeable letter strips, islaid On the resilient 
pad or strip i6; and the several strips 4, 6 and 
8 are preferably Secured together for unitary 
mOVement by gluing Or like means, the com 
bination of the Several strips being readily in 
sertable endWise into the frame, as shoWn in 
Figs. 2 and 4. 
The more frequently changed identificatio 

numbers and letters 20, One of Which is illus 
trated particularly in Fig. 5, comprise Smaller 
mounting strips of transparent material, such as 
Celluloid or the like, upon Which the ray 
imperVious numerals 2 are mounted by giuing 
or other suitable means. These smaller numeral 
and letter strips are mounted in the frame by 
sliding movement endWise beneath the groove 
flanges into the notch formations 2 and be 
neath the ears 3 from either end of the franne, 
a plurality of Such letter strips being employed 
in most instances, as illustrated in Fig. 1. 
Where the marking device is to be used in a, 

manner Which Will require frequent removal or 
change of the bottom identification strip , and 
Where, therefore, it Will be advantageous to be 
able to read the indicia on this bottom Strip With 
out moving the same on the frame, it Will be 
apparent that the frame and strips may be di 
mensioned appropriately Without departing from 
the invention, So that the same may be read 
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2 
fully When the stencilis made up with the several 
strips in place asseen in Fig. 1. OtherWise the 
arrangement shown in Fig. 1 is preferable for 
purposes of conserving Space. 

In addition to its simple and inexpensive con 
struction, the improved marking device is ex 
ceptionally easy to handle and the numeralS Or 
letters may be changed quickly Without the ne 
cessity of dismantling the Whole marker. The 
sectional view of Fig. 2 illustrates particularly 
the manner in Which the outer letter strips 20 
are securely Wedged in place against accidental 
dislodgment by the action of the resilient or 
Springypad i6, and this view further illustrates 
the manner in Which the strip 18 provides a 
Smooth gliding Surface facilitating easy sliding 
mOvement of the letters into and Out of the 
frame. 
The objects and advantages of the invention 

may be realized by other forms of construction, 
and the appended claims are intended to include 
all modifications, rearrangements and recon 
structions fairly coming Within their Scope. 

Having thus described my invention, What I 
claim as new and desire to protect by Letters 
PatentiS: 

1. An X-ray marking device including a frame 
having opposite grooves, an identification strip 
bearing ray-impervious indicia matter seated in 
said grooves, a resilient member arranged on said 
identification strip, a top strip arranged on Said 
resilient member, and an outer indicia strip slid 
ably fitted into said frame grooves on Said top 
strip. 

2. An X-ray stencil including an elongated 
- frame having opposite longitudinally eXtensive 
grooves opening into an end of the frame, a 
base strip having ray-impervious indicia thereon 
slidably fitted into said frame in the grooves 
thereof, a resilient strip arranged on the base 
strip, an outer strip having a substantially 
Smooth sliding surface arranged on Said resilient 
strip and having portions extending into said 
grooves, and a letter strip slidably inserted into 
the grooves of said frame from said end thereof 
on said outer sliding strip, said letter strip being 
constructed of a material having a substantially 
Smooth inner surface adapted for sliding moVe 
ment on the outer surface of said outer strip. 

3. An X-ray marker including a frame of ray 
pervious material having opposite longitudinal 
edge portions turned up to form parallel grooves 
opening into an end of the frame, parts of both 
said groove-forming portions being cut aWay at 
Said end of the frame to provide an enlarged 
entrance into the grooves to facilitate insertion 
of indicia, Strips therein, and indicia, means in 
cluding a base strip and a top strip secured to 
an intermediate strip of resilient material and 
slidably fitted into the open end portions of said 
grooves as a unit, said top strip constituting a 
sliding support for letter strips insertable into 
Said grooves through the Open ends thereof. 

4. A device of the class described including an 
open-ended frame of ray-pervious material, a 
base strip of ray-pervious material fitted into 
the Open end of Said frame and having mounted 
thereon identification characters of ray-imper 
Vious material, resilient means of ray-pervious 
material arranged in unobStructing position rela 
tive to the identification characters on the base 
strip, a top strip of transparent ray-pervious ma 
terial arranged on Said resilient means in said 
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frame, and a letter strip of transparent ray 
pervious material carrying ray-impervious in 
dicia thereon slidably supported on said top 
strip by insertion through the open end of said 
franne. 

5. An X-ray marker comprising an identifica 
tion Strip including in aSSembly an elongated 
base strip of ray-pervious material, an elongated 
strip of ray-pervious resilient material secured 
to the base strip, and an elongated top strip of 
ray-pervious material Secured to the resilient 
strip, a frame of ray-pervious material having 
opposite longitudinally extensive groove chan 
nels opening into an end of the frame, Said iden 
tification assembly being fitted into Said groove 
channels of the frame through the open ends 
thereof, and Said resilient strip being arranged 
and constructed to yieldingly urge the top strip 
toWard and against Overlying portions of the 
groove channels, and a letter strip of a Width 
adapted to fit into Said grooves and of a length 
leSS than that of Said frame, Said letter Strip 
being of ray-pervious material and having ray 
impervious indicia, thereon and being adapted 
to be slid into the Open ends of Said groove chan 
nels on Said top Strip, said top strip and resilient 
strip yielding to permit introduction of the letter 
strip into the channels and to permit sliding said 
strip into a desired position in Which it Will be 
secured against accidental displacement by bear 
ing action of the resilient and top strips as 
aforeSaid. 

6. In an X-ray marker of the type employing 
a ray-pervious frame having opposite slide 
grOOVes in Which changeable letter characters 
are arranged, an identification base strip assem 
bly comprising a bottom strip of a size adapted 
to slide into said frame, a strip of resilient mate 

i rial secured to the bottom strip, and a top strip 
Secured to the resilient strip, Said assembly of 
bottom, resilient and top strips being slidable 
as a unit into and out of the frame grooves, said 
letter characters being slidable into and out of 
the frame grooves on said top strip, the latter 
yielding cooperably with the resilient strip to 
permit ready sliding movement of the letter 
characters into and out of the frame and being 
effective by action of said resilient strip to press 
Said letter characters securely in desired posi 
ions in the frame. 
7. A changeable letter carrier including a 

frame haVing opposite elongated grooves open 
ing into an end of the frame for insertion of let 
ter characters therein and means providing a 
resilient supporting base for the letter characters 
and including a bottom strip and a top strip 
joined to a central strip of Springy material in 
Superposed relation for movement as a unit into 
and out of said grooves, said central strip of 
Springy material normally urging said top strip 
into pressing engagement with confronting por 
tions of Said grooves, said top strip being yield 
able to pressure cooperably With said central 
Strip to permit introduction of Said letter char 
acters into said Open ends of the grooves for 
adiustable sliding movement of said characters 
in said frame on said top strip, said top strip 
coacting With said central Strip of Springy mate 
rial to urge said letter characters against parts 
of Said grooves, Whereby the characters are se 
cured in adjusted positions in the frame. 
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