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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

ANTHONY N. KLEIN, OF SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA. 

ETTER BOX 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 476,657, dated June 7, i892, 
Application filed September 15, 1891, Serial No. 405,755, (No model.) 

To all tufton, it indg Concerto: . 
Be it known that I, ANTHONY N. KLEIN, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at San 
Francisco, in the county of San Francisco 
and State of California, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Letter-Box 
Attachments; and I do hereby declare the fol 
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact description 
of said invention, such as will enable others 
skilled in the art to which it most nearly ap 
pertains to make, use, and practice the same. 
My invention has relation to certain new 

and useful improvements in attachments for 
mail-boxes; and it consists in the arrangement 
of parts and details of construction, as will be 
hereinafter more fully set forth in the draw 
ings and described and pointed out in the 
specification. 
The object of my invention is to provide a 

letter-drop attachment for mail-boxes which 
will obviate or overcome the necessity of the 
user employing both hands for the purpose of 
mailing a letter, as is now in vogue-that is 
to say, with one hand he is enabled to open 
the letter-drop and deposit the letter within 
the mail-box, while by the employment of the 
boxes now in use it is necessary that one 
hand be employed for the purpose of open 
ing the drop while the other deposits the let 
ter therein, which, in case the depositor has 
the arm filled with bundles or the like, it be 
comes necessary to first lay the same aside in 
order to open the drop and mail the letter 
and at the same time provide against admis 
sion of dust, rain, snow, or the like, thereby 
maintaining the box free from dampness; 
and my invention further consists in provid 
ing an attachment which shall be simpler in 
its construction, easier of operation, more 
durable, and less expensive than any of a 
similar nature heretofore known to Ine. 

Referring to the drawings forming a part of 
this specification, wherein similar letters of 
reference are used to denote corresponding 
parts throughout the entire specification and 
drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective view, in 
elevation, showing my attachment applied to 
the top of an ordinary mail-box; Fig. 2, a cross 
sectional view of the letter-drop attachment, 
and Fig. 3 a front view in elevation thereof. 

The letter A is used to represent an ordi 
nary mail-box, to the top A' of which is se 
cured the letter-drop attachment B, which at 
tachment may or may not be formed integral 
with the mail-box proper, thereby permitting 
of the same being readily secured to the boxes 
now in use, consequently overcoming the ne 
cessity of making an entire new box for the 
purpose of connecting thereto my attachment. 
By preference I construct the letter-drop 

portion B of one piece and provide the same 
with the overlapping hood or protector b, 
which provides against indriving rain, snow, 
or the like. Between the forwardly-extend 
ing ears b' is pivotally secured the gravity 
drop C, which swings inwardly within the 
letter-drop attachment. The lower end or 
bottom c' of the gravity-drop is formed at an 
incline or beveled and is provided with the 
forwardly-extending portion d, which is adapt 
ed to form a seat wherein rests the edge d' of 
the upwardly-extending Wall D of the letter 
drop attachment, which edge is made at an 
incline oppositely to that of the letter-drop 
bottom. 
As will be noticed by reference to Fig. 2, 

the gravity-drop Swings at an incline. Con 
sequently any water or snow which may beat 
thereagainst Will run therefrom to the beveled 
edge d’ of the wall D and fall thereof, thus 
effectually providing against admission of 
Water. 
As will be noticed by reference to Figs, 1 

and 3, the gravity-drop swings between the 
forwardly-side-extending ears l', thus pre 
venting dust or other matter from being 
blown therein. 
By merely pressing the letter or other pack 

age against the gravity-drop from the outside 
the same is forced to swing inwardly and al 
lows of the letter dropping within the mail 
receptacle, after the admission of which the 
letter-drop falls by gravity and reseats itself 
upon the edged of the upwardly-extending 
Wall D. 
While I have shown my attachment as ap 

plied to the top of the mail-box, it is obvious 
that the same may be secured to the ends 
thereof or in any other desired position, and 
that the same may be cast integral with the 
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box proper or formed separately therefrom 
and bolted or otherwise secured thereto. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to Secure protection 
in by Letters Patent of the United States, is 

1. The combination, with a mail-box, of the 
hollow letter-drop attachment Suitably Se 
cured thereto, said attachment provided with 
forwardly-side-extending ears, and the for 
wardly-overlapping hood or protector, and the 
gravity-drop movably secured between the 
forwardly-side-extending ears and adapted by 
pressure to be moved inwardly, as and for the 
purpose set forth. 

2. The combination, with a letter-box, of 
the letter-drop attachment consisting of the 
hollow frame B, provided with a forwardly 
overlapping hood, forwardly-side-extending 
ears forming dust-protectors, gravity-operat 
ing drop movably Secured between the ears 
within hollow frame and adapted by pressure 
to be swung inwardly, the lower end or bot 
tom of said drop being inclined or beveled 
and provided with a forwardly-extending 
seat adapted when closed to contact with the 

beveled end of the upwardly-extending wall 
D, as and for the purpose set forth. 

3. In a mail-box for letters or the like, the 
combination of the inwardly-moving gravity 
drop movably secured between forwardly-side 
extending ears and the overlapping flange or 
protector for securing against admission of 
rain, snow, or the like, as and for the purpose 
Set forth. 

4. The combination, with a letter-drop at 
tachment having an overlapping hood b, the 
forwardly-extending side ears b', and the wall 
D, having a beveled upper edge, of a gravity 
drop having its upper edge pivoted in the 
overlapping hood in rear of the ears b and 
its lower edge provided with a seat adapted 
to engage the upper end of the wall D, the 
upper end of the drop being in advance of 
its lower end. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in 
presence of two witnesses. 

ANTHONY N. KLEIN. 
Witnesses: 

N. A. ACKER, 
J. W. KEYS. 
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