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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, THOMAS D. INGRAM, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Wash 
ington, in the District of Columbia, have in 
Vented certain new and useful Improvements 
in Receptacles for Small Articles; and I do 
hereby declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the invention, 
Such as Will enable others skilled in the art 
to which it appertains to make and use the 
Sale, 
My invention relates to certain new and 

useful improvements in and relating to recep 
tacles for tickets, cards, cigars, and otheran 
alogous articles, and has for its object to af. 
ford facilities for retaining the articles with 
in an inclosing casing of such suitable con 
struction that they may be conveniently car 
ried in the pocket, protected from injury or 
Wear therein, and readily dispensed from the 
casing when required for use. 
In the accompanying drawings, I have illus 

trated the application of my invention to sev 
eral uses for which it is especially adapted. 

Figure 1 represents a plan view of a blank 
embodying generic features of my improve 
ments and adapted to be bent and shaped 
into the form of a ticket or cardholder. Fig. 
2 represents a perspective view of the said 
ticket or card holder, and illustrates its em 
ployment as a receptacle for street railway 
tickets. Fig. 3 represents a central longitudi 
nal section thereof. Fig. 4 represents, in per 
spective, a receptacle intended particularly 
for visiting cards, although obviously adapt 
ed for other analogous uses. Fig. 5 repre 
sents a central longitudinal section thereof 
taken on a plane indicated by the line 6-6 
of Fig. 7, and illustrating the location of the 
cards within the closed receptacle. Fig. 6 
represents alike view showing the casing open 
and the cards partially projected therefrom. 
Fig. 7 represents a cross-section taken on a 
plane indicated by the line 7-7 of Fig. 6. 
Fig. 8 represents, in perspective, a receptacle 
for containing cigars and the like and illus 
trates the manner in which the cigars are re 
tained therein and removed therefrom. Fig. 
9 represents a central longitudinal section; 
and Fig. 10 represents a central transverse 
section thereof, 

In all of the embodiments of my invention 
illustrated in the drawings, the main body 
portion of the casing or receptacle is formed 
from a single blank which is afterward bent 55 
or folded upon itself in such manner that the 
bend or fold shall constitute a springy con 
nection between the lower and upper side of 
the casing so as to make the upper part of 
the casing a spring leaf having a tendency 6o 
to close or come in contact at its free end 
with the corresponding end of the back of 
the casing. The extreme edge of the free end 
of the spring leaf is made somewhat shorter 
than the back and is preferably turned up 65 
so as to facilitate the insertion of the arti 
cles within the casing. It is also a charac 
teristic of the invention that the spring leaf 
is provided with a slot extending lengthwise 
thereof as far as the line of bend, so that the 7o 
articles may be readily expelled from the cas 
ing, either by the thumb or by means of a 
slide working in the slot as will hereinafter 
more fully appear. Furthermore to facilitate 
the expulsion of the articles from the casing, 75 
by reducing the surface of friction against 
which they act, I provide the casing with a 
ridge or series of ridges upon which the arti 
cles are adapted to rest and to slide as they 
are being expelled from the receptacle. In 8o 
one of the embodiments of the invention 
these friction reducing ridges are also made 
available, in connection with the slide here 
in before referred to, to automatically raise 
the spring leaf as the slide is pressed forward, 85 
thereby relieving the articles themselves from 
the duty of raising the leaf. 

Referring to the drawings, and particu 
larly to the embodiment of the invention illus 
trated in Figs. 1, 2 and 3 thereof, a, indicates 9o 
a blank of sheet metal, hard rubber or other 
like material of a resilient character provided 
with a slot b, side wings c, and a ridge d, 
said blank being adapted to be formed in a 
suitable die or otherwise. From the said 95 
blank the receptacle or casing is formed by 
bending it in the manner indicated in Figs. 
2 and 3, so that the slotb will extend as far as 
the line of bend and so that the leaf e will 
rest with a spring pressure near its free end ico 
against or in close proximity to the back of 
the receptacle, and between the two turned up 
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wings c which thus constitute the sides of the 
receptacle. At its extreme free edge the 
spring leaf is slightly bent upward and is 
shorter than the back as shown more fully in 
Fig. 3, so that the cards, tickets or similar 
articles may be readily inserted within the casing. 
In Fig.2 I have shown this receptacle as a 

receiver for street railway tickets, which may 
be conveniently inserted between the spring 
leaf and the back of the receptacle, in the 
manner indicated, and when fully within the 
receptacle will be retained in place by the 
pressure of the spring leaf. To expel the 
tickets from the receptacle, the receptacle is 
held in the palm of the hand and the thumb 
is inserted at the rear end of the slot so as to 
force the tickets forward. The advantage of 
carrying the slot to the extreme end of the 
receptacle near the line of bend is that the 
pressure may be against the ends of the tick 
ets so as to slide them forward in advance of 
the thumb, rather than by exerting a press 
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ure upon the top surface of the tickets, ex 
cept near the ends thereof. This expedient 
reduces very considerably the frictional re 
sistance to the expulsion of the tickets, and 
this frictional resistance is further dimin 
ished by the fact that the tickets in sliding 
forward rest upon the ridge d, the sides of 
the slot forming guides to direct the thumb, 
during the expelling operation, directly above 
and along the ridge. 
In the embodiment of the invention illus 

trated in Figs. 8, 9 and 10, the construction 
and arrangement of parts are substantially 
identical with that just described. Thus the 
receptacle, which is shown as a receptacle for 
cigars, consists of, also, a blank of sheet metal 
or other resilient material a? having a spring 
leaf e', slots b', ridges d', and side wings c' of 
similar construction, arrangement and func 
tion as the corresponding features of the re 
ceptacle shown in Figs. 1, 2 and 3. For con 
venience, however, and to prevent the cigars 
from rubbing against each other, I further 
provide the spring leafe' with a series of de 
pressions f' which, with corresponding pro 
jections f° in the main body portion of the 
blank, divide the receptacle into a series of 
compartments each adapted for the reception 
of a single cigar. To prevent abrasion of the 
cigars through the slots, the edges of the slots 
are turned up as in Figs. 8, 9, and 10. The 
mode of operation of this cigar receptacle is 
identical with the mode of operation of the 
street railway ticket receptacle, and need not 
be further described. In Fig. 8 I have shown 
one of the cigars as partially projected from 
the receptacle and the remainder of the cigars 
in their normal positions therein. 
In the form of the invention shown in Figs. 

4, 5, 6 and 7 the blank a from which the re 
ceptacle is made is provided with two ribs d' 
and the spring leaf e' is provided with side 
wings hand with a struck up portion g. In 
other respects the blank with its spring leaf is 
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identical in construction with the blank of the 
street railway ticket receptacle shown in Figs. 
1, 2 and 3, and is bent in like manner. This 
form of receptacle is more especially adapted 
for containing a large number of cards or 
tickets, and I contemplate using it more espe 
cially for containing visiting cards. As it is 
desirable that the visiting cards should be 
withdrawn from the receptacle without lia 
bility of having their edges rubbed orabraded 
by the spring leaf, I arrange within the slot 
b* a slide in having an operating button in and 
having its rear end downwardly and forwardly 
bent as indicated. A further function of the 
slide is to more fully protect the cards against 
the entrance of dust and dirt, and for this 
purpose it will be noted that when retracted 
it entirely closes the slot. 
In order to insert the visiting cards within 

the receptacle, the slide is moved forward, as 
indicated in Fig. 6, whereupon the down 
wardly bent end of the slide is caused to ride 
upon the ridges d' thereby raising the spring 
leaf as indicated in the figures, and leaving a 
free space for the insertion of the cards. The 
slide is then retracted until the cards are with 
in the receptacle whereupon the downwardly 
bent end of the slide leaves theridgesd there 
by permitting the spring leaf to close so as to 
retain the cards within the receptacle as in 
dicated in Figs. 4 and 5. In withdrawing the 
cards from the receptacle the slide in like 
manner raises the spring leaf in advance of 
the cards. It is, of course, evident that the 
slide may be applied in like manner to either 
of the other embodiments of the invention 
illustrated in the drawings. 
While in the foregoing description, I have 

indicated several uses to which my improve 
ments may be applied, I desire it to be un 
derstood that I do not restrict myself to the 
employment of the receptacles as containers 
of any particular article, as it is evident that 
they are adapted to receive and dispense other 
articles than those particularly specified. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim is- - 

1. A receptacle for small articles, consist 
ing of a spring leaf and co-operating back, 
the spring leaf having a longitudinal slot ex 
tending to its line of connection with the 
back; substantially as described. . 

2. A receptacle for small articles, consist 
ing of a slotted spring leaf and co-operating 
back, the back being provided with an in 
Wardly projecting ridge upon which the arti 
cles are adapted to rest; said ridge extend 
ing longitudinally along the back and oppo 
site the slot, whereby the sides of the slot 
form guides to direct the thumb during the 
expelling operation directly above and along 
said ridge; substantially as described. 

8. A receptacle for small articles, consist 
ing of a spring leaf and co-operating back, 
the Spring leaf being slotted longitudinally, 
and a slide operating within the slot and hav. ing an in Wardly extending projection against 
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which the articles are adapted to rest; sub 
stantially as described. 

4. A receptacle for small articles, consist 
ing of a spring leaf and co-operating back, 
the spring leaf being slotted longitudinally, 
and a slide operating within the slot and hav 
ing an inwardly extending projection against 
which the articles are adapted to rest, and the 

back being provided with ridges co-operating 
with the slide; substantially as described. O 

In testimony whereofIaffixmy signature in 
presence of two witnesses. 

THOMAS D. INGRAM. 
Witnesses: 

JoHN C. PENNIE, 
A. H. WILLIS, 

  


