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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown that I, JORNNIE A. FREGEAU, a
citizen of the United States, residing at North
Brookfield, in the county of Worcester and

5 State of Massachusetts, have invented a new
and useful Improvement in Hose-Couplings,
of which the following, together with the ac-
companying drawings, is a specification suffi-
ciently full, eclear, and exact.to enable persons

10 gkilled in the art to which this invention ap-
pertains to make and use the same. ‘

The object of my present invention is to
provide an efficient coupling for fire-hose that
can be coupled and uncoupled with ease and

15 dispateh.

To this end myinvention consists in a coup-
ling the parts of which are constructed and
combined for operation in the peculiar man-
ner hereinafter explained, and as illustrated

20 in'the drawings, wherein—

Figure 1is a side view of my improved hose-
coupling. Fig. 2isa longitudinal section,the
two divisions being separated; and Fig. 8isa

transverse section at line X X, but with the

25 hinged section opened.

Referring to parts, A and A’ denote end
portions of the hose, to which the coupling is
applied.

B and B’ indicate the coupling-heads, each

30 formed with a tubular extension b and shoul-
der ¢, over and against which the end of the
hose fabrie is arranged and there firmly con-
fined by the annulus C and a screw-threaded
thimble or eclamping-collar D, that screws

35 onto the threaded portion d of the coupling-

head, said thimble being provided with a lip

e that enga~:3 the annulus C and forces it

toward tue shoulder for compressing the fab-
rie Lutween the parts, as illustrated.

The coupling parts consist of the inmer
member formed with a small neck portion f,
adjacent to the head B’, and an outwardly-
projecting rim or end portion F, affording a
swell or shoulder 7’ between the neck and

5 end portion.

The outer member is formed with an over-
lying portion having an annular groove or
recess G and an inwardly-projeeting rim or
end portion H, said recess & being of proper

to dimension to receive the projecting rim F,

B and the rim H of proper shape to embrace the
neck f of the inner section, the shoulder / in-

terlocking with the shoulder b’ when the parts
are placed together. - A semicircular section
B2 of the outer member is hinged at one side,
as at K, so as to swing open, as indicated in
Fig. 8, the other portion or section B being
integral with or rigidly fixed on the hub B.

‘A spring-lateh I is provided for retaining the

swinging section closed. Said latch I is ar-
ranged within a cavity formed in the side of
the coupling, one end fixed by a screw 7 or
otherwise, and its other end being free to
spring outward, thelatching-lug directed out-
ward to engage a catch-bar J, that bridges
overthecavity 5intheswing-section B*shown.
A thin movable cover N is provided for clos-
ing the cavity over the end of the lateh I to
avoid accidental contact with the lateh. Said
cover is pivoted at 4 and is retained, wlen
closed, by its end entering between studs 6.
The cover is shown in open position in fall
lines and in closed position by dotted linesin
Fig. 1. A gunard-plate 7 is best formed on the
exterior over the spring-lateh, as indieated.
A ring of eompressible or elastic packing P
is seecuired in a suitable annular recess within
the end of the hub B to make a tight joint
against the end of the inner member when
coupled.

R indicates a projecting lug orribto aidin
handling the eatch devices. .

The operation is as follows: For coupling
the hose the hinged section is opened, as in
Fig. 3, and the end F of the inner member is
placed by lateral movement into the groove
G of the outer member. The section B?is
then closed, locking the parts together, the
latch snapping automatically into engage-
ment. For releasing the coupling the caver

-N is swung off from the cavity 5 and the

thumb inserted therein, depressing the end
of the lateh from the bar J,thus instantly re-

‘leasing the hinged section, which opens and.

releases the inner member. )

I claim as of my invention and desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent—

1. The within described hose coupling, com-
prising the coupling member B provided with
means for its attachment to the hose fabric,
and having its coupling end formed with a
fixed half section, and a hinged half section,
internally fitted with the recess G, the cen-
trally disposed shoulder 7» and inwardly pro:
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jecting rim H, said hinged half section hav-
ing a cavity 5 with ‘a eatch-bar J bridging
over said 0aV1ty and the spring-latch secured
to the fixed half section and extending be-
neath the guard 7 thereon, with its free end
adapted to enter beneath and cateh, by out-
ward flexure, upon said bar J, when the parts
are broughttogether, for reta,lnmvsald hinged
section; in combination, with the inner coup-
ling member having the neck "/, outwardly
projecting rim I and shoulder B, all substan-

tially as and for the purposes set forth.

2. In a hose coupling, the combination sub-
stantially as described, with inner and outer
coupling members, the latter internally fitted

- to receive and engage the inner member, and
provided with the fixed and the hinged semi-
circular sections and the connectmrr latch,
sald hinged section having a thumb cav1ty 5
and catch bar J formed theleln forreceiving
the latch-end, and a movable cap-plate for
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covering the cavity over the end of the latch,
for the purpose set forth.

3. In a hose-coupling, the combination of
the coupling heads formed with inner and
outer engaging members, the outer member
provided with the hinged laterally swinging
section, the latch devices for retaining sald
section closed the guard-plate and adj ustable
cover over sald 1atch the outer end of said
coupling members respeetively provided with
the tubular extension b, the shoulder ¢ and
screw - threaded part d, and the threaded
clamping collar and the annulus arranged on

said ends for attaching the hose fabrle, sub- 3

stantially as shown and described.
Witness my hand this 8th day of May, 1895,

JOHNNIE A. FREGEAU.
Witnesses:
ErLraA P. BLENUS,
EpwarDp F. Bisco.
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