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T'o all whom it may concern : :
Be it known that I, Syrrs R. FRALICK. a
citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook and State of
- 5 Tllinois, have invented certain new and use-

- ful Improvements in Outlet Boxes, of which

the following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
outlet-boxes, and more particularly to

10 switch-box or outlet-box positioning ears.
An object of my invention is to provide an
improved and simple construction of outlet-
box positioning ear, and means for attach-
_mént thereof to the outlet-box so constructed
15 that the ears may be attached to the box in
either of two selected positions with mini-
mum time requirement and maximum ease,
and without the use of screws or extraneous
attaching parts. ' ’ :
In the drawings wherein I lave illus
trated an embodiment of my invention, Fig.
1 is a section of a switch-box with the con-
necting ears in one position; Fig. 2 is a simi-
lar view with the connecting ears reversed ;
25 Fig. 3 is a perspective fragment of the box
and ears in one position; Fig. 4 is a similar
view showing the ear applied in another po-
A iition‘; Fig. 5 is a section on line 5—5 of
ig. 1. : ’ '
The switch-box 10 illustrated is of a well
known design, having flat side walls and a
rectangular mouth, - Its construction, in the
form shown, may. be that usual in such de-
' vices except that its walls to which ears are
35 to be applied have pairs of parallel, spaced
slots 11, 11 formed therein, preferably at
right angles to the mouth-margins. Each
~ear 12 is a sheet-nietal member having a
- flange part 13 to parallel the mouth-edges, a
40 base part 14 at right angles thereto to lie flat
on the box-sides, and lugs 15 bent down at
right angles to the base and preferably dis-
. posed in parallel planes at right angles to
‘the plane of the flange part and in
45 to register with the slots 11, 11 of ¢ e box-
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body. Specifically T prefer so to construct
that the flange is a shallow U-shaped yoke
suitably apertured for attaching screws, the

base is composed of two separated feet form-

ing continuations of the yoke legs and bent
at right angles to the plane of the yoke or
flange, while the lugs 15 are projections
from the confronting edges of the feet,
down-bent at right angles to the plane of
the feet and lying in parallel planes. These
lugs are so located and their respective slots
11 are so positioned with respect to the edges
of the box that, as shown in Figs. 2 and 1,
the attaching ears may be inserted in one po-
sition to present the flange 13 practically in
the plane of the mouth of the box, or the
ears may be reversed and inserted to present
the flange at a material distance back from
the mouth of the box. The structure may
beé shipped to the user with the ears unat-
tached, for his seélective positioning of the
latter, and to attach the ears, the user has
but to insert the lugs 15 through the slots 11

and, with pliers or with hammer, to bend

over the through-projecting extremities of
the lugs as shown in Fig. 5, the sheet metal
ears being soft enough (that is, of mild-
enough steel) to stand the bending.
I claim: _ :
The combination of an open-sided box
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member having parallel slots at right angles -

to'an edge of its open side, and a ductile sheet
metal attaching member having an ear ar-
ranged to stand at a right angle to the
slotted box-side and opposite base portions
parallel with such side and fastening lugs
on said base portions outside the plane of
said ear and at right angles thereto, where-
by the fastening lugs of said attaching mem-
ber may be positioned in said slots of the box
side in either one of two opposite positions
and bent flat against the box side to secure
such attaching member thereto. N
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