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To all, whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, SILASA. HALL, a citizen 

of the United States, residing at Brooklyn, in 
the county of Kings and State of New York, 
have invented new and useful Improvements 
in Clothes-Line Fasteners, of which the fol 
lowing is a specification. 
This invention relates to a device for hold 

ing a rope after being stretched, and is de 
signed particularly for use in connection with 
a clothes-line to enable the line to be drawn 
taut and easily secured without the necessity 
of tying the line. 
The preferred embodiment of the invention 

is illustrated in the accompanying drawings, 
in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a clothes 
line holder embodying my invention, the ends 
of the clothes-line being shown by dotted 
lines. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal section of the 
same, and Fig. 3 is a cross-section. 

Referring now more particularly to the 
drawings, the numeral 1 indicates a block, 
preferably of wood, of suitable thickness and 
of oblong rectangular form. This block is 
provided near one end with shallow transverse 
concave grooves 4, formed in its upper and 
lower surfaces. Through the block near each 
end are holes 2 and 3, through which the ends 
of the clothes-line are adapted to be passed, 
the hole 3 being made in the depressed por 
tion of the block, so that its ends communi 
cate with or intersect the grooves 4. The 
sides of the block are concaved to form ver 
tical grooves, as shown at 5, for guiding one 
end of the rope or line and holding it in 
proper position when adjusted to engage the 
grooves. The transverse and vertical con 
caved grooves of the block intersect each 
other and, as shown, form a continuous un 
broken channel around the block. 
6 and 7 denote portions or sections of a rope, 

which may be the sections of the clothes-line. 
In practice the contiguous ends of these ropes 
are passed through the respective openings 2 
and 3 in the block and knotted, and the rope 6 
is then drawn until its knot8 bears against the 
under face of the block and is fastened at its 
opposite end to a suitable support. The free 
or unknotted end of the rope 7 is then secured 
to the support and the rope drawn to the ap 
proximate tautness desired and said rope 
tightened and secured against disconnection 
by passing its block-engaging end 9 laterally 
of the block and seating it one-half in section 
of the groove 4 in the under side of the block, 
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thence extending it upward and seating it in 
the guide-groove 5 in one edge of the block, 
and finally extending it reversely across the 
block to the opposite side thereof and seating 
it in the upper transverse groove 4 beneath the 
overlying upper portion of the body of the 
rope, as clearly indicated in Fig. 2, leaving the 
free extremity 10 free to hang down and form a 
grip which may be utilized for finally stretch 
ing the rope 7 to the required tension or taut 
ness. By this mode of connecting the engaging 
end of the rope 7 with the block 1 a bight or 
loop 12 is formed, which encompasses the 
grooved portion of the block on one side of 
its transverse center and which frictionally 
engages the walls of the top and bottom por 
tions of the grooves 4 on one side of the cen 
ter of the block and the walls of the outer con 
necting guide-grooves 5, and at the same time 
the upper portion of the rope lying trans 
versely over the upper surface of the block 
lengthwise in the upper groove 4 is held be 
neath the contiguous portion of the body of 
the rope and frictionally held thereby against 
the wall of the upper groove, thus securely 
connecting the rope 7. So that it cannot loosen. 
After the rope 7 has been adjusted to the ap 
proximate degree of tautness and applied to 
the block in the described manner it may be 
finally adjusted to the desired tension by slack 
ing the body portion of the rope and pulling 
upon the gripping portion 10, thus shifting 
and tightening the bight or loop 12 in an ob 
vious manner. If desired, the grip portion 
10 of the rope 7 may be knotted, as shown at 
13, to afford a firmer grip and prevent slipping 
of the hand thereon. By disposing the open 
ing 3 centrally of the grooves 4 the rope 7 may 
be adjusted to lie within the grooves on either 
side of said opening and to project from either 
side of the block, and by forming the trans 
verse grooves in both sides of the block and 
providing the guide-notches 5 the rope 7, when 
very loose, may be passed one or more times 
around the block and held seated in the 
grooves. Furthermore, by forming the 
grooves as described the block may be re 
versed when the walls of the grooves at one 
side of the center of the block are worn away, 
so that the grooved portions on the opposite 
sides of the center of the block may be em 
ployed. It will be understood that the bight 
12 will grip the block with great force and 
that any increase of tension to which the rope 
may be subjected will cause the rope to be 
held more firmly. 
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Having thus described the invention, what 
I claim as new is 
A clothes-line fastener comprising a rectan 

gular-shaped block constructed of suitable ma 
terial having an opening near one end thereof, 
the block being provided near its opposite end 
with concave grooves which extend trans 
versely and continuously across the upper and 
lower faces of the block, the opposite side 
faces of the block having vertical concave 
grooves which intersect the transverse grooves 
said vertical grooves serving to form with the 

transverse grooves a surrounding channel 
around the block, and having an opening pass 
ing through the transverse grooves and ar 
ranged in line with the opening near the op 
posite end of the block, substantially as speci 
fied. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

SILAS A. HALL. 
Witnesses: 

WILLIAM MuHLITHALER, 
ADOLPH BAUSER. 

  


