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To all tuhon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ELMER JORDON MAY 

FIELD, a citizen of the United States, residing 
at Richmond, in the county of Henrico and 

5 State of Virginia, have invented a new and 
useful Shoe-Lace Fastener, of which the fol 
lowing is a specification. 
The invention relates to lace-fasteners. 
The object of the present invention is to 

Io provide a simple and inexpensive fastener 
adapted to readily receive and securely retain 
the knot or tied portion of a shoe-lace and 
capable of quickly releasing the same when 
desired. 
The invention consists in the construction 

and novel combination and arrangement of 
parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated 
in the accompanying drawings, and pointed 
out in the claims hereto appended. 

In the drawings, Figure is a perspective 
View of a lace-fastener constructed in accord 
ance with this invention, and shown applied 
in operative position to a shoe-lace. Fig. 2 
is a similar view of a fastener, the parts be 

25 ing open and the clamp being slightly turned 
on its pivot. Fig. 3 is a longitudinal sec 
tional view. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings, 1 
designates the base-plate of a lace-fastener 

3o constructed of suitable material, preferably 
spring metal, and is provided at one end with 
a projection or head 2, and has pivoted to it a 
clamp 3, that is composed of the leaves 4 and 
5, that are hinged together and are adapted 

35 to engage the knot or tied portion of a lace 
to hold the latter and prevent it becoming un 
tied. The leaves of the clamp 3 are con 
structed of spring metal, and the lower one 4 
is provided with a projection or stud 6 to en 

40 gage and hold the lace within the leaves of 
the clamp, and the latter are held together 
and in engagement with the lace by the pro 
jection or head 2, that has its upper edge 7 
beveled, and is provided with a slight shoul 
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der 8 to engage the leaves. The lower leaf 4 
of the clamp is arranged beneath the shoul 
der 8 of the head or projection 2, and the 
shoe-lace is arranged in place and the up 
per leaf is pressed against the inclined or 
beveled face 7 of the head and is sprung back 5o 
sufficiently to engage the shoulder 8, and 
when it is desired to release the shoe-lace the 
leaves of the clamp may be turned laterally 
on their pivot from beneath the shoulder, 
and may be readily Separated. 55 

It will readily be seen that the lace-fastener 
is simple and inexpensive in construction and 
is adapted to be readily applied to a shoe 
lace, and is capable of securely clamping the 
latter and of being released to free the lace. 
From the foregoing description and the ac 

companying drawings the construction, op 
eration, and advantages of the invention will 
readily be understood. 
What I claim is 
I. In a lace-fastener, the combination of a 

base-plate provided at one end with a shoul 
dered head or projection 2, and the clamp 
pivoted to the base-plate and adapted to be 
turned laterally on its pivot and disengaged 
from the head or projection 2, and being com 
posed of the leaves 4 and 5, hinged together, 
substantially as and for the purpose described. 

2. In a lace-fastener, the Spring base-plate 
1, provided at one end with the projection or 
head 2, combined with the clamp 3, attached to 
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the base-plate and composed of the two leaves 
4 and 5, hinged together, and both leaves hav 
ing their free ends lying beneath the head 2, 
and having the stud 6 to engage the tie of the 
shoe-lace, as set forth. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 

my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
presence of two witnesses. 

ELMIER JORDON MAYFIELD. 
Witnesses: 

L. O. WENDENBURG, 
G. CARLTON JACKSON. 


