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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown that I, Jacos BONSHIRE, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at York-
town, in the county of Delaware and State of
Indiana, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvementsin Lid-Fasteners for Fruit-
Jars, &ec.; and I do hereby declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact deserip-
tion of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it apper-
tains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to improvements in
lid-fastenings for fruit-jars, j elly-glasses, bot-
tles, &c.; and the objects of my invention
are to provide a wire fastener that will rest
on and protect the jar-lid and combining a
spring-tension with inclined lugs in provid-
ing for a seal. I attain these objects by the
mechanism illustrated by the accompanying
drawings, in which— .

Figure 1is a perspective view of the top of
the jar with a lid secured. Fig. 2 is a top
plan of the same. Tig. 3 is a perspective
view of the wire fastener, and Fig. 4 is a sec-
tion of the grooved lid.

Similarlettersrefer tosimilar parts thro ugh-
out the several views.

In the drawings, A is the jar-lid, the outer

‘edge of which is provided with an annular

recessed groove B, in which the wire fastener

C rests, all as shown in Figs. 1, 2, and 3. Be-

tween the lid A and the jar-neck D .an ordi-
nary sealing ring or gasket E is placed, as
shownin Fig. 1. The wire fastener Cis made
of a single piece of wire extending about two-
thirds of the distance around the lid and fit-
ting smoothly in the recess or groove B. The
ends of the wire are bent upwardly on an in-
cline of about forty-five degrees, then out-
wardly sufficiently to pass the wire on its
downward course, and then downwardly out-
side of the wire to engage the lugs on the neck
of the jar, as hereinafter described, this part
being most clearly shown in Fig. 2. * Bending
downward, the wire extends to a point below
the Iugs ¥, and the ends C' are turned inward

(see Fig. 3) sufficiently to catch under the
said lngs, all as shown and indicated in the
drawings.

The jar-neck is provided with two inclined g

lugs F, which are arranged on opposite sides
of the jar, so that the wire points €’ will catch
under and slide against them when it is
given a partial turn. »

In sealing a jar the fastener is placed in
the groove B on the lid, the ends C' of the
fastener extending down to the neck of the
jar. It will be seen that the curved portion
of the fastener rests in the groove and ex-
tends about two-thirds of the distance around
the groove in the lid, thereby occupying
nearly the entire groove. The fastener is
then bent rearwardly and upwardly and out-
wardly, forming the bent portion X, which
will impart a spring-tension to the fastener,
and after it has been placed in the groove B
it is given a slight turn and the ends ¢’ will
engage under the inclined lugs F until a suffi-
cient amount of pressure has been given to
the fastener to securely hold the lid on the
jar. It will also be noticed, as before de-
scribed, that the curved portion of the fas-
tener oceupies most all of the groove. Bythat
means the fastener is caused to extend nearly
all around the surface of the lid, therebyhav-
ing a firm hold on the lid and lessening the
tendency to break when in use or transit, and
which will commence fo seal thelid as soon as
the fastener has commenced to be adjusted.
This spring-tension of the wire will also as-
sist in keeping up an even tension on the lid
where the packing-ring deteriorates or be-
comes softened, which is not the case when
arigid clamping-band or cap-wireis used. It
will be seen. that the wire encircles about two-
thirds of the distance around the lid, bearing
evenly on the lid, and lessening the liability
of the lid breaking. The groove B in thelid

is 80 shaped as to retain the wire when it is
in position, and without the groove the wire
is liable to slip off the lid and get out of place,
cauging the jar to become unsealed.
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Having thus described my invention, I
claim the following and desire to secure the
same by Letters Patent:

In a fastener for jars, the combination with
a jar, of inclined lugs on the jar, alid having
a circular grooved recess in its upper surface,
a curved wire fastener restingin said grooved
recess and extending nearly around the lid,
the ends of the fastener being bent rear-

10 wardly, outwardly and upwardly forming a

spring portion, then downwardly, and then
inwardly forming points adapted to engage
the inclined lugs on the jar, substantially as
described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 15

in presence of two witnesses.
JACOB BONSIIIRE.
Witnesses:
J. R. PoLK,
D. O. SKILLEN.



