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1 Claim. 

The invention relatesto a drop pipe for a gin 
ning machine and more eSpecially to an adjusta? 
ble Sectional drop pipe. 
The primary object of the invention is the 

? provision of a pipe of this Character whereinthe 
Same includes telesCopically interfitted Sections, 
these Serving for the collection of Cotton from a 
truck?Wagon or the like for delivery to the gin 
ning machinery and One of these sections is Sus 

:Ceptible of adjustment relative to the other for 
the lengthening or shortening of the pipe in the 
use thereOf while the other pipe is flexibly sus 
pended to permit Such pipe to be handled forthe 
prOper plaCenaent thereOf With reSpect to a load 
Within a truck Orother Vehicle, 
Another object of the invention is the provision 

Of a pipe Of thiS Character Wherein the teleScopi? 
Cally fitted Sections are aSSembled With each 
Other SO as to avoid interference in the adjust 
ment Of One Of the Sections with respect to the 
Other particularly Should a Section thereof be 
Come dented Or Otherwise damaged, which ordi 
narily Would retard Oriaterfere with the Sliding 
action thereOf with respect to the other section 
Of Said pipe the Section telescopiCally fitting 
Within the other Section being of leSS Cross sec 
tional diameter than said other section and are 
aSSernbled to effect airtight joints therebetween. 
A further Object of the invention is the pro 

vision of a pipe of this character wherein the 
Slidable Section teleSCOpically fitting within an? 
Other Section Carries exteriorly thereOf handles 
for the easy and Convenient adjustment of Said 
Sliding Section with relation t0 the Other Section 
of Said pipe and Such sliding Section is Counter 
balanced in the aSSembly of the Sections with 
each Other. 
A still further Object Of the invention is the 

provision of a pipe of this character wherein 
the Construction thereOf enables adjustment SO 
that cotton Can be quickly taken up from a 
wagon orthe like and fed to the Conveyor forthe 
Carriage thereOf to the gin the pipe being Of 
novel Construction in its entirety. 
A still further Object Of the invention is the 

provision of a pipe of this character which is 
Simple in itS ConStruction th0roughly reliable 
and efficient in Operation readily and eaSily ad 
justed Strong durable and ineXpenSive t0 manu? 
facture and inStall. 
With these and Other Objects in vieW the in 

vention ConsistS in the features of Construction, 
combination and arrangement of parts aS Will be 
1mereinafter more fully deSCribed illustrated in 

preferred embodiment of the invention 
pointed Out in the claim hereunto appended. 
In the aCCOmpanying drawing: - 
Figure 1 is a fragmentary Side elevation of a 

Cotton conveyor forginning machinery showing 
the drop pipe constructed in accordance with the 
invention and partly in section associated there 
With. 

Figure 2 is a fragmentary enlarged vertical 
Sectional View through the drop pipe. 
Figure3 is a Sectional view on the line 3-3 of 

Figure 2 looking in the direction of the arrows. 
Similar reference characters indicate corre 

Sponding parts throughout the several views in 
the drawing. 
Referringto the drawingin detail?A designates 

generally a portion of a conveyor of ordinary 
COnStruction and Constitutes a pneumatic tube 
entering the ginning house at any suitable part 
and which may extend farenoughto connect the 
gin house with a distant Cotton house Thistube 
A is formed with a depending nipple 5 having an 
OutWardly flared portion 6to which is connected 
a flexible tubular Section T Which also has Con 
nection With a drop pipe B Constituting the pres 
ent invention and hereinafter fully described, 
The drop pipe B CompriSes upper and lower 

pipe SectionS 8 and 9, reSpectively the latter Sec 
tion in CrOSS Section being the lowermost section 
Of the tube and is of less diameterthan the cross 
Sectional diameter of the Section 3 and is tele 
SCopically fitted within the latter for sliding 
Operation. 
The Section 9 at its inner end within the Sec 

tion 8 Carries an external guide ring II and in 
this manner the Said Section 9 is Centered with 
relation to the Section 8 and Spaced therefrom 
yet effecting an airtight joint Or Connection be 
tween the Said sections 8 and 9 without liability 
of the Walls in Confronting relation to each other 
of these Sections making Contact one with the 
Other for any appreciable diStanCe Of the Iength 
thereOf and thus in eVent Of the denting of the 
Section 9 there will be no interference with the 
adjustment of the latter which slides relative to 
the Said Section 8 of the pipe. - 
The Smaller CrOSS Sectional diameter of the 

pipe 9 with respect to the pipe 8?which pipe 9 is 
Slidably fittingwithin the pipe 8, assuresthe moSt 
forCible Gharacteristic Of the air at the intake of 
the drop pipe B. In other Words?the air has the 
greatest force at the intake end Of the drop pipe 
B the inlet thereto being at the lowermost or 
Outer end Of the Said pipe 9 and this is due to 
the Contraction Of the Section 9 0f the pipe. 
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2 
L00Sely fitted about the Section 8 is a SuSpen 

sion hoop orring I2 carrying eyes I3 at diametri? 
cally opposite points thereof with which are Con 
nected Weighted Cables l4, these being trained 
overguide pulleys I5 depending from an elevated 
support 16 and Carrying the Counterweight 17. 
The section 9 atits Outer Open endis formed with 
two mouth rims 10 and l8 reSpectively one 
being inside and the other outside with which 
are joined Opposed elongated 100p handles 19, 
these being joined with the h00p Or ring I2 and 
by Such handles I9 the Section 9 Can be Slidably 
manipulated in its teleSCOpic fitting Within the 
Section 8 of the pipe and in this faShion the pipe 
is suSCeptible of extenSion Or Contraction The 
Weight of the Section 9 and the handles 19 as 
Well as other adjunct parts in aSSociation there 
with is Counterbalanced by the Weights IT. In 
the manual handling of the drop pipe?the user 
at his Option Can extend or retract the Section 
9 with relation to the section B and alSO this pipe 
Can be SWung to the deSired p0Sition due to the 
flexible Section T Connecting the Said pipe with 
the inlet nipple 5 to the Conveyor A AS Stated, 
the drop pipe is uSed for ColleCting Or remOWing 
Cotton from trucks or the like and the feeding 
thereOfinto the Conveyor Ato be Carried into the 
ginning mechanism forthe ginning thereOf 
The SectOn 8 at itS OuternaOSt end has eXter? 

nally thereon a band 20 to give strength and 

2,178,934 
rigidity to such end and maintain Cylindrica 
Contour thereto. * 
What is claimed is: 
In a drop pipe forgins, Comprising an upper 

flexibly suspended tubular Section of uniform 
Cross sectional diameter throughout its extent a 
1ower tubular Section of ConSiderably leSS CrOSS 
Sectional diameter than Said upper Section and 
telescopically fitted with the latter for vertical 
displacement a packing ring fixed to the lower 
Section exteriorly thereof at its end innerm0St 
within said upper Section and holding the Said 
lower Section uniformly Spaced from Said upper 
Section, an inside annular band within the lower 
Section at its lowermost end for efecting a Con 
tracted inlet theret0, an OutSide annular band 
encircling the lowermost end of the lower Section 
and in the plane of the inSide band for COaCtion 
thereWith in forming a double rin formation 
thereto an OutSide ring On the lowermost end of 
the upper Section a hoop looSely fitting the upper 
Section externally thereOf for abutting the Out? 
Side band of Said Upper Section and limiting the 
displacement in One direction of the lower Sec 
tion with reSpect to Said upper Section, and 
elongated loop handles betWeen and joined with 
the Said hoop and the OutSide band at the lower 
most end of the lower Section, reSpectively. 
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