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To all thon, it may concern: re 

Be it known that we, FRANK KuHN and 
FRAN R. E. SHAILoR, citizens of the United 
States of America, residing at Detroit, in 
the county of Wayne and State of Michigan, 
have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Electrically-Heated Cooking 
Utensils, of which the following is a speci 
fication, reference being had therein to the 
accompanying drawings. - 
The invention relates to electrically-heat 

ed cooking utensils and is more particularly 
designed for use as a chafing dish or equiva 
lent device. 
The invention has particular reference to 

the construction of the base which contains 
the heating unit, and which thermally in 
sulates the same from downward radiation. 

In the drawings: Figure 1 is a vertical 
central section through the utensil; Fig. 2 
is a perspective view of the ring for secur 
ing the bottom and attaching the legs; and . 
Fig. 3 is a bottom plan view showing the 
manner of locking the ring. 
A is the vessel for containing the material 

to be heated, and B is a dhwnwardly-pro 
jecting skirt which forms beneath said 
vessel a compartment C for containing the 
heating unit. This heating unit D is pref 
erably of the flat disk type, and is secured 
to the bottom of the vessel A by suitable 
means, such as the studs' E and clamping 
G is an insulator block for the terminal 

connections, and H are the contact posts 
mounted ori said block and extending out 

a guide housing 
tor plug. 
J is an enlargement at the base of the 

skirt forming a shoulder Kagainst which is 

I for receiving the conduc 

placed a bottom plate, L for closing the 
chamber C. There is also preferably a sec 
ond plate M beneath the plate L, but sepa 
rated therefrom, beingNEY connect integral with the 

M in position and for also attaching the 
supporting legs to the utensil, we have pro 
vided a split ring O for engagement with 
the portion J of the skirt. This ring is 
formed of resilient material and when closed 
will exactly fit within the portion J, having 

inwardly-bent flanges P which come in con 55 
tact with each other. Adjacent to the lower 
edge of the ring O portions thereof are 
struck-outward to form detents Q, which 
are in engagement with a groove R at the 
lower edge of the portion J. These detents 
may be engaged with the groove IR by over 
lapping the ends of the ring when it is first 
inserted within the portion J, and by then 
expanding the ring until the flanges P abut 
against each other, all of the detents will be 
interlocked with the groove. 

. The ring O in addition to forming a se 
curing device for the bottom plates L and 
M also forms a means of attaching the feet 
S which support the utensil. These feet are 
bolted or otherwise secured to the ring as 
shown, and project downward therefrom, so 
that when the parts are assembled they form 
a support, holding the skirt out of contact 
with the table. 
With the construction as described, the 

heat which is generated by the unit D is 
directly conducted into the bottom of the 
utensil, while the air space beneath the unit 
forms an effective heat insulation. Down 
Ward radiation of the heat is further pre 
vented by the plates L and M, both of which 
are preferably formed of material having 
bright faces, and therefore forming good 
heat reflectors. If at any time it is desired 
to obtain access to the unit, all that is neces 
sary is to spring out one of the ends of the 
ring O, which will permit of detaching the 
latter and removing the plates L and M. 
What we claim as our invention is: 
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1. An electrically heated utensil, compris 

ing a depending skirt, a heating unit sea 
cured to the bottom of said vessel within the 
space inclosed by said skirt, a false bottom 
secured within said skirt below said unit, 
and a split ring for holding said false bot 
tom in position. . 

2. An electrically heated utensil, compris 
ing a vessel having a depending skirt, a 
heating unit secured to the bottom of said 
vessel within said skirt, a closure for the 
space within said skirt, and means for se 
curing said closure also constituting the 
support for said utensil. 

3. An electrically heated utensil, compris 
ing a vessel having a depending skirt, a heat 
ing unit within the space inclosed by said 
skirt, a closure for the bottom of said skirt, 
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- a split ring for securing said closure, and 
supporting feet mounted on said split ring 

- and secured thereby. 
4. An electrically heated utensil, compris 

5ing a vessel having a depending skirt form 
ing a chamber beneath the bottom of the 
vessel, a heating unit within said cham 
ber, a bottom closure for said chamber, a 
split ring for securing said bottom closure 

O 
secured to said split ring and connected by 
the latter to said utensil. 

5. An electrically heated utensil, compris 
ing a vessel having a depending skirt with 
a groove therein, a heating element in the 
chamber, within said skirt, a bottom closure 
for said chamber, a split ring for fitting 
within said skirt with its ends abutting, 
and detents on said ring for engaging said 20 groove. 

... .. 6. An electrically heated utensil, compris 
inga vessel haying a depending skirt form 
in a chamber for the heating unit, a closure 

5 

25 said closure comprising a resilient split ring having inwardly-flanged ends and out 
SEE detents, said ring being insertible within said skirt when the ends 

within said skirt, and a plurality of feet. 

for said chamber and a securing device for 
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are overlapped, and said detents engaging 
locking shoulders in said skirt when the 
ends of said ring abut. . . 

7. An electrically heated utensil, compris 
ing a vessel having a depending skirt form 
ing a chamber for the heating unit, bottom 
plates secured to each other at a spaced dis 
tance, below the heating unit and forming 
a closure for said chaniber, and means for detachably securing said bottom plates in position. 

8. An electrically heated utensil, compris 
ing a vessel having a depending skirt form 
ing a chamber beneath the bottom of the 
vessel, a heating unit within said chamber, 
a bottom closure for said chamber, and a 
split ring for securing said bottom closure 
within said skirt, said split ring having in 
wardly-bent flanges at its ends contacting 
with each other. - 
In testimony, whereof we affix our signa 

tures in presence of two witnesses. 
FRANK KUHN. 
FRANK E. SHAILOR. 

Witnesses: 
HARRY W. LUYcKx, 
OsCAR A. ECRLIFF. 
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