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My invention relates to match receptacles
and it has for its object to provide an im-
proved article of this kind. It is also an
object of my invention to provide a match
receptacle for use with matches whose stems
are made much shorter, or smaller than is
the case with the ordinary match heretofore
provided, so that it will hold a much greater
number of these smaller matches than of the
old style long match, and so that a great sav-
ing in the amount of wood required in.the
manufacture of matches is effected.

To these ends I have provided an improved
match receptacle or box having the peculiar
features of construction and mode of opera-
tion set forth in the following description,
the particular novel features of the invention
being pointed out and defined in the claims
at the close thereof. _

In the accompanying drawings:

Figure 1 is an enlarged side elevation,
partly in section, of a match receptacle con-
structed in accordance with my invention.

Figure 2 is a side elevation, also enlarged,
of the clutch member hereinafter described.

Figure 8 is a sectional view, also enlarged,
of another form of clutch member for use
with the box of the receptacle shown in Fig-
ure 1. :

Figure 4 is a sectional view, on enlarged
scale, of a modified form of my invention.

Figure 5 is an elevation, partly in section
of the clutch member of the receptacle shown
in Figure 4.

Figure 6 is a sectional view taken on the
line 6—6 in Figure 4.

My improved match receptacle, as shown
in Figures 1, 2, and 3, comprises a hollow
sheet metal body 1 within which is fixed near
one end thereof, a partition wall 2 carrying
at its middle a tube 8. The partition 2 sup-
ports the tube 8 at the middle of the hollow
body 1 and said tube extends from the par-
tition 2 in one direction as far as the rear
end of the body 1. This end of the body-is
normally closed by a removable cap 4. At
the other side of the partition 2 the tube 3
projects from partition 2 for a short distance
foward the opposite or delivery end of the
body 1 and is formed at one side thereof with
a slot or hole 5 into which projects the free
end of a spring arm 6. Near its opposite end
the arm 6 is secured at 7 upon the inside of
body 1. )

That portion of the tubular body 1 be-
tween the partition 2 and the delivery end of

said body serves as a pocket to receive a re-
movable clutch member by means of which
the matches are removed one at a time from
the receptacle, said clutch member serving
also as a means by which each match that is
removed is held while it is burning. This
clutch member comprises. a body 8 provided
with a handle 9, said body 8 having secured
thereto four spring arms 10 each formed at
its free end with an outwardly bent portion
11 which serves as a cam and two of said
arms being formed with shoulders 12 which
constitutes stops limiting the extent to which
a match stem enters between the spring
jaw 10, - |

The annular chamber 13 surrounding the
tube 3 serves as a storage space for holding
a supply of matches 14, said matches being
made with stems about one half inch long.

As shown in the drawings, the central tube .

3 is loaded with a number of these matches
which are placed therein with their stems
foremost. ’

When the spring jaws of the clutch mem-
ber are shoved into the delivery end of body
1 the cam ends 11 of said jaws engage the end
of the tube 3 and are spread apart or opened
so that, with the body 1 held perpendicular,
the lower-most match will fall by gravity in-
to position between the spring jaws with the
lower end of its stem against the shoulders
12. 'When the clutch member is thus shoved
into the body 1, one of the jaws 10 also en-
gages the spring detent'6 and bends it later-
ally thereby withdrawing its free end from
the interior of tube 3 and allowing the
lower-most match to fall into the clutch
member as described. Now, when the clutch
member is pulled downwardly out of the
body 1 the spring jaws 10 close against and
grip the match which moves down with them,
and at the same time the spring detent 6
moves inwardly and prevents the other
matches within the tube 3 from following the
first match. When the clutch member is re-
moved from the body 1 it serves as a holder
by means of which the match can be ignited
and held while being used. In order that
the clutch member shall be properly posi-
tioned when inserted in the body 1 so that one
of the spring jaws 10 will always engage the
spring detent 6, a pin or stud 15 is provided
on one of said jaws to enter a positioning
slot 16 formed in.body 1 at the delivery end
thereof. : ,

Figure 3 shows another form of clutch
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member in which the shoulders 12 of Fig-
ure 2 arve absent, the bottom of the match
stem pocket at the free ends of the spring
jaws 10 being constituted by the end of a
plunger 17 made with a stem 17* extending
loosely through the body 8* of the clutch
member. The inner end of the plunger 17
is made conical, or frustro-conical,:as shown
at 18 so that when the outer end of stem 172
is'shoved inwardly by finger or:thumb pres-
sure, the end :portion 18 wedges in between
the tines or jaws 10 spreading them apart
and at the same. time ejecting the used
match. ‘When the pressure on the stem 17°
is removed the jaws 10 move inwardly and,
in :doing so, act upon the end 18 to restore
the :plunger -to its normal position.

In :the form of my invention shown .in
Figures ‘4 and -5 the delivery end «of the
mateh -holding tube 8* is flared .as:at 3° ro
that +when 'the jasws 10* of the clutch mem-
ber 8" are;shoved-into:the body:1, said flared
portion serves to centralize them opposite:the
delivery end of tube 32 The jaws 10* are
spring arms -tending to spread apart and
have mourted upon them a sliding collar 19
which, when moved toward the handle end
of the -clutch, forces the two. jaws 10 to-
gether against the stem of the match.

Flexible tines 20 secured to-collar 19 -are
adapted to enter the end of body 1-to fric-
tionally hold the clutch in position -within
the latter when the device is.not in use.

When operating ‘the form of ‘my ‘inven-
tion shown in Figures 4 and 5 the-collar 19
of the clutch -member is positioned neay the
extremities of ‘the jaws 10%:and the latter
shoved into body 1. During this:movement
of the jaws 10*.into body 1-the latter serves
as an abutment to hold the collar 19 against
movement with the jaws with the result that
the latter are forced together against -the
stem of -the lowermest match. This form

of my invention is not provided with a de-

tent corresponding with the detent 6-of Fig-

~ure 1 and therefore during the process of
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removing a match from-body 1* of Figuve 4,
said body will be positioned so-as to prevent
discharge of matches by gravity from tube
32 while the clutch is removed and until it
has been partly inserted within ‘the body
and the match pocket-at the free ends of the
jaws 10* is in .position to receive the stem
of the lowermost match. Only two jaws 102
are provided .and for 'this reason each Is
made upon opposite sides thereof, just above
the shoulders 12 of said jaws, with wings 21
which serve to hold the match stem in posi-
tion between the jaws. -

What I claim:is:

1. In combination a-tubular container for
holding ‘a plurality of matches end to end
in a row, and a clutch-adapted to be manipu-

lated to grip and remove the match at.one

end of said container and .fo -serve as a
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holder for said match while it s being -used.

2. In combination, a -tubular comtainer for
holding a plurality of matches end to-end
in a row, with provision for feeding move-
mernit of ‘the row lengthwise of the tube by
.gravity.and a clutch adapted to be manipu-

Tated to grip and remove the match at one .

-end -of said .container and to serve as a - .

holder for said match while it is being used.

3. In combination,a tubular ¢ontainer for
holding ‘a plurality of matches end to end
in a row, and a separable -clutch member
removably fitted to said:container andoccu-
pying a position to serve :as a -closure for
the delivery end rthereof and :adapted ‘to be
manipulated -to:grip and remove the -match
at said delivery end and to serve.asia holder

-for said match -while 1t is -being used.

4, In eombination, a:tubular eontainer for
holding -a plurality -of matches end to end
in a row; a removable cap closing-one-end
of said tube, and a-separable clutch member
removably “fitted -to -said .container .and -oc-
cupying a -position -at the opposite -outlet
endthereof so as to serveas a closure for-the
same, and:-adapted-to be manipulated to-grip
and remove-the-matchiat-said outlet.or deliv-
ery end and to serve as a hdlder for <said
match while it is-being used. :

6. In conibindtion, 'a tubular body.;.a de-
livery tube -centrally supported -within said
tubular body o as to :provide a -storage
space for matches ‘bétween said tube and
the wall of said body; a removdble cap mor-
mally closing the inlet ends -of said body and
tube; a partition within said body-connedt-
ing the latter and-the tube near their:deliv-
ery ends, and a clutch member removably
mounted -within ‘the .delivery end of said
body and adapted to-be manipulated-to:grip

and .remove ‘the match at thedelivery ‘end

of -said -tube -and to serve :as a--holder ‘for
said match while it is being used. o

6. In-combination, a tubular body,; -4de-
livery tube centrally supported -within said
tubular body so:as:to provide.a storage:space
for matches between said tube and thewall
of said-body ; a removable cap normally:clos-
-ing ‘the inlét endsof said body -and -tube;
a partifion within said body connectingithe
Jatter and the.tube near their delivery ends,
and .a"clutch member .removably :mounted
within the delivery-end.of said bodyso-astto
serve -as -a closure .for the -delivery end of
said tube-and adapted to be manipulated-to
-grip and remove the match at‘said .delivery
-end and:to serve-as:a-holder for said-natch
while it is-being used.
. 7. In-combination, a -tubular body; a-de-
Jivery tube centrally supported -within said
tubular body so-as.to provide.a storage space
for matches between said tube and the wall
of said body; a removable cap normally

closing the inlet.ends of said body.and tube; -

:a partition within said ‘bedy: conneeting -the
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latter and the tube near their delivery ends,

- and a clutch member removably mounted
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within the delivery end of said body so as
to serve as a closure for the delivery end
of said tube and adapted to be manipulated
to grip and remove the match at said deliv-
ery end and to serve as a holder for said
match while it is being used, said clutch
member comprising a body and a plurality
of resilient match gripping jaws occupying
a position within said body when said mem-
ber is in its normal position within the end
of the latter.

8. In combination, a tubular body; a de-
livery tube centrally supported within said
tubular body so as to provide a storage space
for matches between said tube and the wall
of said body; a removable cap normally
closing the inlet ends of said body and tube;
a partition within said body connecting the
latter and the tube near their delivery ends;
a clutch member removably mounted within
the delivery end of said body and adapted
to be manipulated to grip and remove the
match at the delivery end of said tube and
to serve as a holder for said match while

it is being used, and a detent normally pre-
venting the exit of matches from the deliv-

.ery end of said tube, said clutch member

comprising a plurality of spring match-en-
gaging jaws that are operated automatically
by the delivery end of said tube and one
of which serves to retract said detent when
said member is inserted within said body.

9. In combination, a tubular body; a de-
livery tube centrally supported within said
tubular body so as to provide a storage space
for matches between said tube and the wall
of said body; a removable closure for the
inlet ends of said body and tube; a clutch
member removably mounted within the de-
livery end of said body and adapted to be
manipulated to grip and remove the match
at the delivery end of said tube and to serve
as a holder for said match while it is being
used, and a detent adjacent the delivery end
of the tube and normally preventing the dis-
charge of matches therefrom, said "detent

being automatically operated by said clutch -

member to free the matches when said clutch
member is inserted within said body.
MARCUS T. SPRING.
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