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energy injection period after a primary current is blocked by an ignition
switch and a secondary current causes a spark plug to discharge. The
ignition system is provided with a blow-out detector for detecting that
the discharge has been blown out during the energy injection period
(IGW) after the start of discharge by the spark plug. When the second-
ary current (I2) is below a blow-out detection current threshold value
(Ibo) at a time (tbo) in a "second area" during which another discharge
is not possible after the blow-out, the blow-out detector determines that
a blow-out has occurred, and the ignition system stops the injection of
energy from an energy injector to an ignition coil. Wasted energy injec-
tion is avoided, whereby wasted power consumption and spark plug
electrode use can be minimized.
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