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1. 
This invention appertains to novel and useful 

improvements in utility boxes, particularly those 
adapted to be reduced in size for storage and 
traveling purposes. 
An object of the invention is to provide a, 

collapsible utility box characterized by means 
foldable in nature, for dividing compartments 
therein. 
Another object of this invention is to provide an 

entirely non-metallic utility box having means 
for covering all of the components utilized there 
with, this means being preferably a fabric which 
is utilized for the purpose of providing hinge 
joints throughout the device. . 
Another purpose of this invention is to pro 

vide means on a hinged closure for detachably 
engaging a latch keeper thereby retaining the 
said closure in the selected, closed position. 
Another purpose of this invention is to provide 

an improved base means retained within a re 
ceptacle through utility of the fabric cover 
eaS. 
Another object of this invention is to provide 

an extremely simple, practical device of the 
character described which lends itself well to 
commercial manufacture and which is both at 
tractive and appealing to the public. 

Ancillary objects and features of novelty shall 
become apparent to those skilled in the art, in 
following the description of the preferred em 
bodiment of the present invention, illustrated in 
the accompanying drawings, wherein: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the preferred 
form of the present invention; 

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the body mem 
ber showing the same in a partially folded posi 
tion, utilized in conjunction with this invention; 

Figure 3 is an exploded view of the body men 
ber and base member utilized in the present in 
vention, showing the same in perspective; 

Figure 4 is a perspective view of the foldable 
partition means utilized in conjunction with the 
body member of the present invention; 

Figure 5 is a plan view of the preferred form 
of the invention, portions being broken away in 
section to illustrate details of construction; 

Figure 6 is a transverse Sectional view of the 
invention disclosed in Figure 5 and taken sub 
stantially on the line 6-6 thereof and in the di 
rection of the arrows; 

Figure 7 is a longitudinal sectional view of the 
detail of construction shown in Figure 6 and 
taken substantially on the line 7-7 thereof and 
in the direction of the arrows; 

Figure 8 is a perspective view showing a frag 

5 

10 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

50 

55 

2 
mentary portion of the fabric cover means on a 
Selected portion of the device, and; 

Figure 9 is a plan view of the device, showing 
the same in the completely folded form. 

Referring now in detail to the illustrated pre 
ferred "embodiment of the present invention, like 
reference characters are used throughout to in 
dicate similar elements thereof. 
This invention has been conceived and de 

Veloped to provide a device for retaining various 
and Sundry articles such as cosmetics, coiffure 
treating apparatus, and the like. It is one of the 
prime purposes of the present invention to pro 
vide a completely foldable or collapsible device 
and further the entire device is composed of ma 
terials of construction excluding metal, plastic 
and other conventional hingedly operative device 
manufacturing materials. It will be noted that 
all of the hinges used in conjunction with this 
invention are composed entirely of selected por 
tions of fabric and rows of stitching. 
A base plate 0 is composed of a semi-rigid in 

terior member 2, such as cardboard and the like, 
and is covered with a fabric 4. Suitable stitches 
are provided around the marginal edges of said 
cover 4 for the obvious purpose of retaining the 
said cover on the interior member 2. 
A body member 6 is formed of pairs of walls 
8 and 20, respectively. The said walls 2 are 
creased transversely at about the center thereof 
thereby defining segments 22 and 24, respectively. 
A fabric cover is placed over all of the said Walls 
8 and 20 while rows of stitching are provided 
at the junction points of the said wails. This, 
of course, provides a hinge connection whereby 
the Said walls may be mutually foldable. (See 
Figure 2.) Also, the said segments 22 and 24 are 
foldable in nature due to the row of stitching 
pertinent thereto. 
A closure 26 is hinged in a similar manner to 

the upper portion of a selected wall 8 in the said 
body member. This closure is, of course, cow 
ered with fabric as described in connection. With 
the Walls and base. , 
The fabric cover extends substantially perpen 

dicular. to the lower portions of all of the said 
walls thereby forming a ledge 28 around the bot 
tom of the said body member. The said base 
member 0 seats upon this ledge 28 and serves 
a dual purpose. The first and obvious purpose 
is to provide a base for the utility box and the 
Second purpose is to retain the body member in 
the operative, open position. 

Partition means is detachably received in the 
said body member 6. This partition means is 
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in itself foldable in nature and may be seen par 
ticularly well in Figure 4. Here there is dis 
closed a plurality of elements or partitions 32 
having a fabric cover 34 thereon. Common 
means is provided at the terminal portions of 
each of said partitions for mutually folding the 
Said partitions. 
portions of fabric having suitable rows of stitches 
extending therethrough. This construction may 
be seen at 36 in Figure 7. 

It is readily apparent that the partition means 
simply seats within the said body "member 6, 
resting on the base 0. 
Latch means is provided on the said closure 26 

for the purpose of retaining the same in the 
selected, closed position. This latch means is 
preferably a flexible member or 'cord 38 extend 
ing around the marginal edges of the said closure 
26 and having a loop 40 extending therefrom. 
This loop is detachably engageable. With a suitable 
protuberance or button 42 which is sewed or other 
Wise secured to a selected body member Wall. 

It will be noted that the present in Vention is 
capable of being completely folded as Seen in 
Figure 9. Often necessity and desirability of 
Such a construction are manifest. Particularly 
in cramped or crowded quarters where at certain 
times there is simply no need for Such a device 
and the same is simply folded away for storage 
until utility of the same is again desired. Then, 
great demand for a device of this nature arises 
in transporting certain articles from One dwelling 
to another aS, for example, during Summer vaca 
tion or other vacation times, When a collapsible : 
utility box may be taken along, whereas the con 
ventional stationary type would be left behind 
due to usurpation of Space in traveling. 
Due to the extreme simplicity achieved by the 

present invention, a further description thereof 
is deemed unnecessary for a complete understand 
ing of the operation and structure thereof. How 
ever, it is apparent that Various changes includ 
ing variations aS to Size and shape, may be made 
herein without departing from the Spirit of the 
invention. Accordingly, limitation...is sought only 
in accordance with the Scope of the following 
claims. 
While in the foregoing there has been shown 

and described the preferred embodiment of this 
invention it is to be understood that minor 
changes in the details of construction, combi 
nation and arrangement of parts may be resorted 
to Without departing from the Spirit and Scope - 
of the invention aS Clained. 

This common means is again 
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4. 
Having described the invention what is claimed 

aS new is: 
1. A collapsible utility box comprising a body 

member including walls and having a fabric cover, 
parts of Said cover forming means for hingedly 
attaching together said walls, hinge means inter 
posed in Some of Said Walls, said last mentioned 
means comprising a portion of said fabric cover, 
a portion of Said cover extending substantially 
normal to Said walls forming a seat, a base mem 
ber detachably carried by said seat and said walls, 
:a:Closure, fabric hingedly securing said closure to 
the upper edge of one of said walls, latch means 
...Secured to said closure and detachably engageable 
"With one of the walls of said body member, said 
last mentioned means comprising a flexible mem 
ber extending around the marginal edge of said 
closure, a loop in said flexible member and means 
On Said one of Said walls for detachably engaging 
Said loop. 

2. A collapsible utility. box.comprising a body 
member which includes Substantially vertical 
Walls, Said walls having a fabric cover with parts 
of Said cover forming hinges attaching, together 
Said Walls, other parts of said cover forming 
hinges intermediate the ends of two opposed 
walls, and other portions of said cover disposed 
along the lower edge of each of said walls ex 
tending Substantially perpendicular to said walls 
and forming a seat, a bottom removably disposed 
on Said Seat, partitions-mounted on said bottom 
and having their ends in contacting engagement 
with said walls, and a closure hingedly connected 
along the upper edge of one of said walls. 

MAX BAUERNEREUN. 
JACOB FREI. 
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