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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Wirtriam H. BoGas, of
Covington, in the county of Miami and State
of Ohio, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Wire Fences; and I do
hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact deseription thereof, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings; and
to the letters of reference marked thereon,
‘which form part of this specification.

This invention is an improvement in wire
fences, and has especial reference to the man-
ner of fastening the wires to the staysand the
construction of such stays.

The object of the invention is to simplify
the construction and expedite the fastening
of the stays to the strand wires so that the
latter can be braced at any and at as many
points in the length of the fence desired with
great rapidity, and at little expense, in a sub-
stantial, and neat manner.

The invention therefore consists in the
constructions and combinations of parts set

“forth in the eclaim, and is particularly de-

scribed as follows:

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a
side elevation of a wire fence provided with
my improved stays. Fig. 2 is a detail en-
larged vertical section through a stay, show-
ing the fastenings and the mode of usingthe
fastener-tool. Fig. 3 is a transverse section
on line 3 3, Fig. 2, looking downward.

The fence consists of a series of horizontal
wirestrands A, of any desired make and kind,

fastened at intervals to supporting posts, as

usual, Intermediatethe poststhestrands are
generally braced or connected in some way so
as to prevent their spreading apart, and to
stiffen the fence panels (between posts), and
my invention relates particularly to such
stays and the fastenings thereof to the
strands. -

B, B, designate the stays, which are ar-
ranged vertically, or about at right angles to
the fence strands, and are long enough to
cross at least two strands, and may be made
long enough to cross every strand in the panel,
but I prefer to make them shorter and ar-
rangethem as indieated in Fig. 1. Each stay

so is formed of metal and is preferably semi-

tubular in cross section, so that it-will be
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light and stiff and can be stamped or rolled
from sheet metal. At intervals (correspond-
ing to the distance apart of the strands A) the
edges of the stays are transversely notched
as at a', for the reception of the strands, and
adjoining each pair of notches, but below the
strand which may lie therein is a perforation
inthe stay, just large enough to allow the fas-
teners B’ to pass through. These fastenersare
or may be ordinary wire nails. Their heads
b prevent their being pulled clear through the
perforation, while their bodies are bent
around the strands, as indicated in Figs. 2
and 3 holding thestrand firmly in the notches.
By using ordinary wire nails, riveting of the
fasteners to the stays, and special tools for,
or labor in, making them isobviated, and the
cost of erection of fence lessened acecordingly.

In applying the stays they are set against
the strands, so that each strand rests in a
proper set of notches. Then a fastener B’ is
slipped through the perforation in the stay
adjoining the strand to be secured. Then the
bifurcated end of tool E is slipped under the
nail, so as. to embrace it, while the hooked
ends of the bifurcations are caught on the
strand. Then by turning the tool K upward,
(as indicated in the dotted lines Fig. 2) the
fastener is bent closely over the strand, and
back into the hollow of the stay. The tool is
then removed, leaving the strand securely fas-
tened to the stay, while the rough or pointed
end of the fastener is concealed within the hol-
low stay, and not only prevents cattle seratch-.
ing themselves thereagainst but makes a

-neater finish, and the stays protect the fas-

tener.

The tool E has a bifurcated hook D’ at one
end as shown in Fig. 2.

I am aware that hollow posts and stayshave
been made with notches for retaining the
strands proper distances apart, and with va-
rious fastening devices,generally such as eye
bolts or hooks provided with nuts which are

‘tightened up to bind the wire in place; but

my invention differs therefrom and is far
simpler and cheaper and much more easily
put up. The wire fasteners, ordinary wire
nailsor headed lengths of soft wire,aresimply
stuck through the perforations in the stays,
and are not fastened to the stays until bent,
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and when bent lock the stay to the strand as |

well as the strand to the stay. I do not, how-
ever, claim broadly a notched stay, nor such
a stay in combination with strands and fas-
teners, but

What I do claim as new, and as my inven-
tion is—

In a wire fence, the  ecombination -of the]

strands A, and the semi-tubular stays B
notched on their edges as at a’ a’ to receive
two or more strands, and perforated below
each strand; with the wire nails B’ passed
through the perforationsin the stay and se-
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cured thereto by their heads only and bent

back-up over and partly around theadjoining 15

strand.into the hollow stay thereby holding
the strands in the notches while their ends
are concealed in thestay, all substantially as
and for the purpose described.

JIn testimony, that I,claim the foregoing as zo

my. own I affix my signature in presence of

‘two witnesses.
WILLIAM H. BOGGS.

.- :Witnesses: .
T. H. ALEXANDER,
JAMES R. MANSFIELD.




