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The mdin objects of this invention are.

First, to provide a tray or crate for handling
receptacles, merchandise, and the like which is
well adepted to be arranged in stacks, the trays

8§ being securely retained in superimposed relation.

Second, to provide a tray or crate for contdin-
ers or receptacles adapted to support the recepta-
cles with substantial portions thereof projecting
sbove the tray and at the same time adapted to
permit the stacking of the loaded trays.

Objects relating to details and economies of my
invention will appear from the description to fol-
low. The invention is defined and pointed out in
the claims. : ’

A structure which is a- preferred embodiment
of my invention is illustrated in the accompany-
ing drawing, in which: - ) .

Fig.lisa perspective view of my jmproved tray
or crate. '

Fig.2is a fragmentary side elevation of one of
the superimposed trays, one tray being shown by
full lines and the other indicated by dotted lines.

Fig. 3 is a similar view to that of Fig. 2, partially
in vertical section. ) :

Fig. 41sa fragmentary view sectioned on line
44 of Fig. 3, and

Fig. 5is & fragmentary top plan view.

Referring to the drawing, my improved crate or

" tray, in the embodiment illustrated, comprises a
30 base frame 1, a bottom frame 2 and connecting
uprights 3. These uprights are extended above
the bottom frame 2 2 substantial distance and
have a top frame or rail 4 secured to the upper
ends thereof. The uprights are arranged on the
inner sides of the frames and are preferably se-
curad thereto by electric welding. .

The bottom frame 2 carries a pottom which, in
ihe embodiment {llustrated, consists of the longi-
tudinal wires 5 and the transverse wires 6 ar-
ranzed on the upper side of the bottom frame
and welded thereto. )

A guard and yeinforcing member 7 is arranged
on the uprights between the bottom frame 2 and
the top rail 4.

“The several frames are preferably formed of
wire or light rod and are of general rectangular
shape, the ends of the rod being welded together,
thereby providing continuous members.

The top frame or rail has loop-like bends 8 at
the corners thereof, these bends being disposed
diagonally and inwardly offset at 9 providing lugs
or anchor members adapted to engage within the
corners of o similar iray superimposed thereon,
as shown in Figs. 2 and 3. These lugs effectively
65 gpchor the trays when arranged one upon another
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so that they may be stacked to considerable
height. . i

The trays are well adapted for the handling of
jce cream cones, tumblers or other receptacles
which may project substantially above the top
border frame or rail to e easily grasped and to
expose the conténts. At the same time, the trays
may be securely stacked, the lugs 8 engaging
within the bottom frame of the tray above when
the trays are superimposed. :

The guard and reinforcing member 7 not only
braces the uprights but prevents access to the
contents of the trays when the trays are ar-
ranged in stacked relation. »

My improved trays or crates are economical in
structure, very strong and rigid even when made
of comparatively light rods or wire, and are Very
convenient to handle. The frays are invertible
without affecting. their desirable features and
properties, particularly when stacked.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent is:

1. A crete or tray,
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comprising continuous top,
pottom, end base frames disposed in vertically 8¢
spaced relation, uprights disposed on fhe inner
sides of and welded to said top, bottom, and base
frames, said top irame having loop-like lnte_gral
bends at the corners thereof disposed diagonally
and inwardly offset providing lugs adapted to fit 85
within the base frame of a similer tray or crate
superimposed thereon, & pottom on the bottom
frame, and 8 gusrd and reinforce member dis-
posed between the bottom irame and -said top
frame and sscured to ihe outer sides of sald up-
rights. :

2 A crate or {ray, comprising continuous top,
bottom, and base frames disposed in vertically
spaced relation, uprights disposed on the inner
sides of and welded to sedd top, bottom, and hase
frames, sald top frame thaving loop-like integral
pends at the corners thereof disposed diagonally
and inwardly ofiset providing lugs adapted to
At within the base frame of a similar tray or
erate superimposed thereon, and @ bottom on the
bottom frame.

3. A craie or tray, comprising econtinuous top,
bottom, end base frames disposed in vertically
spaced relation, uprights disposed on the inner
sides of and welded to said top, bottom, and base 106,
frames, said top frame having loop-like integral
pends at the corners thereof disposed diagonally
and inwardly ofiset providing lugs adapted to it
within the base frame of a similar tray or crate
superimposed thereon, and & grid bottom com-
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2

prising transverse and longitudinal wires secured
to the upper sids of the bottom frame.

4. A crate or tray, comprising top, bottom, and
base frames disposed in vertically spaced rela-
tion, uprights connecting said frames, said top
frame having inwardly offset Ioop-like integral
bends disposed diagonally at the corners thereof
and adapted to support the tray in an elevated
position when inverted and resting upon a flat
surface or to fit within the base frame of a similar
tray superimposed thereon, & bottom carried by
the bottom frame, and g guard and reinforce
member disposed between the bottom frame and
seid top frame and secured on the outer sides of
said uprights.

5. A crate or tray, comprising top, bottom,
and base frames disposed in vertically speced
relation, uprights connecting said frames, saig
top frame having inwardly offset loop-like inte-
gral bends disposed diagonally af the corners
thereof and adapted to A within the base frame
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of a similar tray superimposed thereon, and a
bottom carried by the bottom frame.

‘6. A crate or tray, comprising top, bottom, end
base frames disposed in vertically spaced rela-
tion, uprights connecting said frames, said top
frame having inwardly offset loop-like integral
projections disposed diagonally at the corners
thereof and adapted to fit within the base frame
of a similar tray superimposed thereon, and a
bottom grid comprising transverse and longitu-
dinal wires secured to the upper side of the
bottom frame. :

7. A crate or tray, comprising base and bottom,
frames and uprights projecting above the bottom
irame, and a continuous top frame secured tc
the upper ends of said uprights and having the
corners thereof looped upwardly and dispossd
diagonally providing keys engageable with the
base frame of & similar tray superimposed there-
on. :
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