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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

JOHN D. YOUNG, or LEECHBURG, PENNSYLVANTIA.

ENVELOP MOISTENING AND SEALING DEVICE,

1,035.294,

To ell whom it may concern:

Be it known that 1. Jony D, Youxa, a
citizen of the United Statos of America, re-
siding at, Teechbarg, in the cotinty of Apm-
strong and State of Pennsyvlvania. have in-
vented certain wew and ysedy| iprovements
in Envelop Moistening and Sealing Devices,
of which the following is a spectfication, ref-
erence being had therein t. the accompany-
ing drawings, '

This invention relates to an envelop mojs-
tening and sealing device, and the primary
object of my invention is to provide » dovice
that can be ndmnt‘ngeously used i offices,
Iarge mercantile houses and othep cstablish-
ments having a large number of envelops to
seal, the device being constructed wherehy
the sealing operation can he expeditionsty
and econvimically per formed,

Another object of this invention is fo pro-
vide an envelop moistening and sealing de-
vice that can be foldod to OCCUpY A compara-
tively smiail space when BOT 1N use, or to pro-
vide nosinsll parcel that e be carriod qe
il mattop

A farther objoct of this invention g ¢

provide a device of the ghove type consisting
of comparatively few parts that are strong

and dnrable, mexpensive to mannfactupe,

crsy to manipalate, and highly oficient for.
maolstenig and sealing envelops,

With the above and other ohject« in view,
the invention resides in the novel constpye.
ton. com¥Bnation nnd arrangenient of pars
to be hervinafiop spectically deserihed and
then clnimed,

Reference will now be naid to the draw-
was forming 2 part of this specification,
wherein theee ic D ystrated a preferred om-
boditment f invention, bhut if s to hoe
tnderstond thai the structurst elements enn
be varied oy changed, as to size, proporiion,
and manner of g ‘mhisge, without e part-
me fron: {he seape of the appended claims,
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Letters Patent, Patented Aug. 13,1912,
Serial Wo. 637,428,

The moistening device comprises- a plat-
formn-1 substantia ly rectangular in plan and
having the rear edge thereof provided with
an extension 2, and thig extension in plan
conforms to the shape of an envelop flap.
The extension has a recess 3 for a pad 4 of
absorhent material, as felt, adapted to hold
water or mucilage, The upper surface of
the pad is removed from the surface of the
extension, and the gum op adhesively coated
flap of an envelop is adapted to be pressed
into engagement with the pad as will pres-
ently appear,

The platforin 1
vated positinn by g
ndinal je

is supported in an ele-
{ransverse leg 5 and lon-
being arranged ad-

it Lt leg 6

incent to the adges of the extension 2, with
the leg 5 central of the platform, The leg 5
protrudes beyond the extension 9 of the plat-

form 1, and’is provided with an uprighg 7.
The upright has a vertical slot 8, an piv-

otally mounted in said slot by a transverse
pim 9o rearwardiy extending arm 10 of

a presser uead 11, Phe presser%ead 11 has
angularly disposed integral presser plate 12
adapted, when in o Towered position, to enter
tha recogs 8 of the plitform 1, and force the
flap of an envelon inig engagement with the
pad L Fhe correct position of the flap
above snid pad ix governed by a vertical rib
B earrvied by the roar edge of the extension
2, und whan sai presser head is lowered, the
plate 192 vides intn engagement with the ip-
ner side of said rib. The top of the presser
head lins a serrated finger piece 14, and said
head ig nornildly held in an elevated DOsi-
tioit by o coiled retractile spring 15. having
one end thereof attached to the ppright 7,
a5 at i6 and the opposite end thersot gt
fached to the outer ond of the arm ‘J as atl
15, The presser head 11 is limited in its up-
per movement by a butler 18, carried by a
vizht angular extension 19 of the npright 7.

o tucilitate the manipulation of an en-
veiop unon the plai form 1, the forward edge

of the platform has g transverse groove 90
providing clearance for the
Lripping the envelap,

The platform 1
vided

thumb or fingers

tone end thereof iy pro-
Baving the under side
The platform
Lo ool has a cocket 22, and
fedd witiin ihe sockot g a
senling platform 21, P'he
b depending pin 95 extendine

with a foor on
Cend awny, ne g 21.

Cabine

Sy mean,

foango 2o f Pha

fotigome

00

85

70

75

80

86

90

85

100

105

i



10

15

(-]
(<28

30

35

45

ot
(=7

<
o

60

65

2

through an opening 26 provided therefor in
the foot 20, and arranged transversely of the
lower end of the pin 25 is a cotter pin 27 to
prevent said pin from becoming acerdentally
displaced from the opening 26. The pin
95 is of sufficient length to rest upon a table
or other support 28 when the device s in
use, and to permit of the sealing platform
94 being raised and swung over the plat-
form 1, as best shown in Figs. 8 and 5. The
outer end of the sealing platform 24 has a
foldable leg 29 hinged to the end of the
platform as at 30, whereby it can be swung

outwardly to engage the end of the plat-

form, and in such position being in the same
lane as said platform. The ends of the
eg 29 are braced by straps 31, pivotally
connected to the edges of the platform, as at
32, and Joosely connected, by means of pins
and slots 33, to the ends of the leg 29.

The rear edge of the sealing platform 24
is provided with a longitudinal strip 34 to
limit the movement of an envelop upon the
sealing platform. Tinged to this guide
strip, as at 85, is a presser head 36 corre-
sponding in plan to the shape of an envelop
flap.. The under side of the presser head
is provided with a strip_of felt, or other
vieldahle material 37, adapted to prevent the
flap of an envelop from being injured when
pressure is brought to bear upon the head
36. The rear edge of the sealing plat-
form is provided with an upright 38,
having a forwardly extending or overhang-
ing arm 39. Movably mounted in the for-
ward end of the arm 39 is a push_ pin 40,
having the upper end thereof provided with
2 knob or button 41, and the lower end
thereof rounded and provided with a trans-
verse pin 42, which limits the upward move-
ment of said push pin 40. The lower
rounded end of the pnush pin 40 engages in
a longitudinal groove 43 provided therefor
in a metallic plate 44 countersunk in the
top of the prescer head 36, and the inner
end of said plafe has an apertured lug 45
connected by a coiled retractile spring 48
to the under side of the arm 39, said spring
normally retaining the pressure head In an
elevated position.

The rear edge of the sealing platform 24,
at the outer end thereof. is provided with a
resilient ¢lip 47, adapted to ride into engage-
ment with the forward edge of the moisten-
ing platform 1 and engage over a depending
pin 18 earried by the moistening platform.
This vesilient elip is adapted to retain the
cealing platform 24 in a folded position
upon the platform 1, with the presser head
36 conlronting the presser head 11. .

After an envelop 49 has veceived is con-
fonts, it is placed upon the platform 1 with
the flap 50 opened and the gummed face
thereof confronting  the reeess 3. The
preseer head 11 1s then lowered to force the

|

| upor

1,035,204

gnmmed surface of a flap into engagement
with the pad 4, whereby the gummed surface
will be moistened. When the head 11 is re-
leased the envelop is removed and placed
upon the platform 24. In performing this
operation, the envelop is shifted beneath the
presser head 37, whereby the moistened
flap will be folded and lowered on to tha
back of the envelop. The inward move-
ment of the envelop being limited hy the
longitudinal strip 34, The knob or button 41
of the push pin 40 is then struck a blow
and said pin lowers the hinged presser head
36, whereby the flap will be sealed in en-
gagement with the body of the envelor,
When the presser head 86 recedes, the en-
velop ean be easily removed and is ready to
receive a stamp, if not previously stamped
for mailing purposes.

T attach considerable importance to the
folding of the sealing platform, as a small
parcel can he made of the entire device, and
conseqiently the device can be handled by
a mail order business.

To prevent the deviee from injuring the
polished =urface of a desk, or other support
upon which it is placed, the legs 5 and 6,
the fool 20. and the foldable leg 29 can be
provided with felt or other vieldable mate-
rial 51, thereby preventing « surface from
being injured ‘during operation of the de-
vice.

Since easy access is had to the pad 4, it
can be easily maintained in a moist condi-
tion for thoroughly moistening the gummed
or adhesively coated surface of an envelop
flap.

The device can be made of light and du-
rable woad. with certain parts of metal. and
it is susceptible to any desired crnamenta-
tion.

What T claim ist—

1. A deviece for the parpose sef forth com-
prising an envelop moistening device, an
envelop sealing device. one of said devices
provided with an offset portion, and means
for pivatally conneciing said offset. portion
of one device to the other device and capa-
ble of being vertieally moved wherehy one
of said devices ean be raised and swung upon
the other of said devices.

= A device for the purpose set forth
comprixing an envelop cealer provided with
a sealing platform, an envelop oistener
provided with au envelop supporting plat-
form. the platform of the sealer being of
Joee width than the moistener platform, and
menns for pivotally connecting the ends of
«aid platforms together and capable of be-
ing vertieally woved therehy permitting the
cealing platform beino vaised and swang
the moistener platforn, seid platforms
when extonded having their wpger fures pro-
jeeting in the same plane.

3. A deviee for the prpose set forth
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