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1
. My invention relates to cabinets, and more
particularly t6 kitchen cabinets of the type in-
cluding a sink and drainboard. ,

Heretofore in the construction and instaliation
of kitchen cabinets of the type including & sink
and drainboard, such construction and installa-
tion became an integral part of the home con-
struction. Taking every advantage of existing
wall structures, a skeleton cabinet of wood, con-
structed with a drainboard foundation for the
application of tile, is permanently secured to such
available wall structures in the room in which
it is to be installed, following which, a tile man
is called in to apply tile to the drainboard founda-
tion, at which time he also builds up a harmoniz-
ing background of tile on the wall of the room
bordering the drainboard. When completed, the
finished cabinet is an integral part of the building
and cannot be removed without marring the wall
and destroying the tile work. k

Aside from this, the application of tile directly
to the wall, creates a problem of “sweating”
against which special precautions must be taken.

The installation of such a cabinet in the man-
ner discussed involves a matter of time, and inas-
much as such installation necessitates the em-
ployment of skilled labor, the total overall cost
to the purchaser becomes a very substantial item
of expense. ‘

Among the objects of my invention are:

(1) To provide a novel and improved kitchen
cabinet:

(2) To provide a novel and improved kitchen
cabinet capable of installation and removal as a
unit, and without damage to either the wall or
the panel tiling; )

(3) To provide a novel and improved preformed
kitchen cabinet capable of construction as a com-
plete unit prior to installation;

(4) To provide a novel and improved kitchen
cabinet lending itself to quantity production in
complete units;

(5) To provide a novel and improved kitchen
cabinet capable of being finished off at the factory
in any of a wide variety of color and tile designs
to harmonize with the surroundings in which the
cabinet is to be installed.

For a complete description of my invention
in one of its preferred forms, reference will be
made to the accompanying drawings wherein:

Figure 1 is a front elevational view of a cabinet
of my improved construction;

Figure 2 is a side elevational view of the same
cabinet; .

Figure 3 is a plan view of the same cabinet:
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Figure 4 is a fragmentary view in section, of a
portion of the cabinet in which the improved
construction is embodied.
Referring to the drawings for details, I provide
a cabinet | preferably of wood, embodying drawers
3 and compartments 5, and having a drainboard
or drainboards 7 leading to an opening for the
reception of a sink 8. The number and location
of drawers and compartments is a matter of taste
and may follow conventional designs.
The cabinet is provided with a back {1 having
a portion thereof extending up above the drain-
board to constitute a foundation 13 for a drain-
board panel 15, along the upper edge of which
a narrow top piece or covering IT is placed.
Each side wall 19 of the cabinet is preferably

-designed to provide a narrow upward extension

21 adjacent the drainboard panel foundation 13,
and serves to give support to the narrow top piece.
In cooperation with the panel foundation and
the top piece, the upward extensions 21 create a
bordered recess for a layer 22 of tile to finish off
the drainboard panel. The tile may be applied
before or after the application of the top piece
i1.

In the process of installing such tile, a layer
of paper 28, preferably building paper, is first
applied to the panel foundation 13 as g precau-
tion against “sweating.” The application of the
layer of paper is followed by the laying of a screen
or wire mesh 25 over the area to. provide an
anchorage for the cement which is to hold the tile
in place. The cement 26 is uniformly spread over
the screen or wire mesh, following which, tiles are -
pressed into position and the cement permitied to
dry and harden, The drainboard is finished off
in & similar manner at the time the drainboard
panel is tiled.

The preformed cabinet may be left unpainted
until after installation, or painted in advance of
installation at the place of manufacture. In any
event, the important thing to note is the fact
that, structurally, the cabinet is completed in
every detail at the factory and, accordingly, prior
to installation. Inasmuch as the cabinet may be’
so prefabricated, it lends itself to quantity pro-
duction methods, resulting in an improved cabi-
net at lower cost to the purchaser. “Aside from
this, the cabinet, being a complete unit in itself,
it may readily be installed and removed as such
without damage either to the cabinet or to the
surroundings.

While my invention has been described in con~
junction with a cabinet having s tile finish, the
fundamental features of the invention can be
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likewise incorporated in a kitchen cabinet utiliz-
ing a linoleum or corresponding finish in lieu of
tile.

Thus it is apparent that my improved kitchen
cabinet fulfills all of the objects of my invention
as previously set forth, and while I have dis-
closed a preferred embodiment of my invention
in considerable detail, the same is subject to
slight variations and modifications, without de-

parting from. the underlying principles thereof,

and I accordingly do not desire to be limited in
my protection to the specific details disclosed and

described, except as may be necessitated by the

appended claims.
I claim:

1. As an article of manufacture, a unitary-pre-

formed kitchen cabinet or the like including a
pair of side walls, a back wall, a drainboard, a
sink supported at the edge of said drainboard,
said drainboard being positioned above said side
walls, a: drainboard. panel. foundation: extending
upwardly from the rear edge of: the . drainboard
and the sink, a layer of tile covering said drain-
board, s vertical layer-of tile covering the drain-
poard foundation, and = top: covering: extending
over the upper edges: of the drainboard panel
foundation and the vertical layer of tile to im-
part stability thereto, the parts being constructed
and arranged so that the tiled cabinet is formed
as a complete unit prior to. being: installed.

2. As an article of manufacture; a.unitary: pre-
formed kitchen cabinet or the like including a
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pair of side walls, a back wall, a drainboard po-
sitioned above the side walls, a sink supported
at the edge of said drainboard, said back wall
extending above said drainboard and sink to pro-
vide a drainboard panel foundation, each of said
side walls having a narrow upward extension ad-
jacent the ends of said drainboard panel founda-
tion, a layer of tile covering said drainboard, a
vertical layer of tile covering the drainboard
foundation, and a top caovering extending over the
upper edges: of the drainboard panel foundation
and the vertical layer of tile and co-acting with
the side wall extensions to impart stability to the
tile, the parts being constructed and arranged so
that the tiled cabinet may be installed or re-
moved: as & complete unit.

GARLAND E. WATTS.
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