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Hamilton Metal Products Company, Hamilton, 
Ohio, a corporation of Ohio 

Application January 23, 1950, Serial No. 140,018 
(C. 43-56) 16 Claims. 

1. 
This invention relates to improvements in min 

now buckets and particularly to improvements in 
minnow buckets wherein but a single unit is em 
ployed instead of the customary two unit minnow 
buckets, and which two unit minnow buckets in 
clude the bucket proper and a container. 
The principal object of the present invention 

is the provision of a single unit minnow bucket 
that can be used in keeping minnows alive during 
transportation and while fishing and which single 
unit minnow bucket is adapted to have access 
means to the interior thereof without danger of 
loss of the minnows While in the Water. 
Another object of this invention is the provision 

of a single unit minnow bucket that will accom 
plish the foregoing object that is of a unique con 
struction and can be economically produced. 
While minnow... buckets have in the past been 

used that were of the nonfloating type, and such 
a bucket may be produced, in accordance With 
this invention, to accomplish the foregoing ob 
jects, however, it is desirable to produce such a 
minnow bucket of the floating type. 

It is, therefore, another object of this inven 
tion to provide a single unit minnow bucket of the 
floating type and in which access to the minnows 
is readily obtained without danger of the mini 
noWs escaping from the bucket while in the water 
being fished. 
Another and specific object of the present in 

vention resides in producing a minnow bucket of 
Specific constructional details whereby the fore 
going objects are economically attained. 
Other objects, and advantages of the present 

invention should be readily apparent by reference 
to the following Specification considered in con 
junction with the accompanying drawings form 
ing a part thereof and it is to be understood that 
any modifications may be made in the exact 
structural details there shown and described, 
Within the Scope of the appended claims, without 
departing from or exceeding the spirit of the in 
Wention. 
In the drawings: 
Fig. 1 is an elevational view of a minnow bucket 

embodying the principles and features of the 
present invention. 

Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the minnow bucket 
of Fig. 1. 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional view 
of the upper end of the minnow bucket of the 
present invention as seen from line 3-3 on Fig. 2. 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary view, partly in section 
and partly in elevation, as seen from line 4-4 on Fig. 3. 
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Fig. 5 is a transverse sectional view through the 

upper end of a minnow bucket, similar to Fig. 3, 
showing a modification in the construction of the 
minnow bucket. 

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary horizontal sectional 
view through the modified minnow bucket as Seen 
fromine 6-6 on Fig. 5. 

Fig. 7 is a vertical sectional view through the 
portion of the modified minnow bucket of Fig. 5 
taken online 7-7 on said Fig. 5. 

Fig. 8 is a top plan view, similar to Fig. 2, of 
the modified minnow bucket illustrated in Figs. 
5, 6 and 7. 

Fig. 9 is a view illustrating the modified or float 
type of minnow bucket in its floating position on 
and with its axis oblique to the Surface of a body 
of water and as seen from the front end of the 
minnow bucket. 

Fig. 10 is a view similar to Fig. 9 as seen from 
the left-hand Side of Said Fig. 9. 

Fig. 11 is a top plan view of a minnow bucket 
of the present invention disclosing a modification 
in the method and means for mounting the float. 

Fig. 12 is an enlarged fragmentary transverse 
sectional view through the top of the minnow 
bucket as seen from line f2-2 on Fig. 11. 

Fig. 13 is a fragmentary, horizontal sectional 
view of the float and chamber as seen from line 
3-3 On Fig. 12. - 
Fig. 14 is a perspective view of the modified 

float and float chamber as disclosed in . Connec 
tion. With Figs. 11, 12 and 13. 
Throughout the Several views of the drawings 

similar reference characters are employed to de 
note the same or similar parts. 
One form of the invention may comprise a 

bucket-like container 5 including a substantially 
cylindrical imperforate body portion f6 to the 
lower end of which is secured a bottom 7 by 
means of a peripheral bead. 8. The body portion 
6 is reinforced by Spaced beads or bands 9 

pressed into the body portion in the usual man 
le. 

Secured to the upper end of the body portion 
6 is a top, indicated in its entirety by the refer 

ence numeral 20, and in practice comprising a 
rear portion 2 and a forward portion 22 each of 
which is formed as approximately one-half of the 
top. The rear portion 2 of the top is perma 
nently Secured to the bucket body portion S in 
any suitable or desirable manner preferably 
through a bead or Seam 23 rolled in permanent 
contact with the upset or beaded end 24 of the 
bucket body portion 6. The rear or fixed cover 
Section 2 is provided throughout its area with a 
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plurality of apertures 25 for allowing the passage 
of air to the interior of the bucket during trans 
portation and the supply of air and water to the 
bicket, while used in fishing. 
The front section 22 of the cover or top 29 

is hinged for upward swinging, which hinging, as 
seen in drawings, is toward the rear section 2 
and upper end of the body portion whereby Said 
cover may be raised to permit access to the in 
terior of the bucket. The hinged or movable 
cover section 22 is provided with a peripheral 
edge or rolled edge 26 which, when in its closed 
positicin, rests on the bicket top lead 24. The 
adjacent transverse edges of the cover or top 
sections 2 and 22 are each turned or rolled in 
an opposite direction thereby providing a hinge 
eye 2, on the fixed cover section 2 and an ad 
jacent hinge eye 28 on the hinged or movable 
section 22. In practice the said hinge eyes 27 and 
28 are in the same horizontal plane. As Will be 
noted in Fig. 3 the body portion of the said top 
or cover sections 2 and 22 is located below the 
bead or rolled end 24 of said upper end of the 
bucket body portion. Forned in the cucket, 
body portion below the rolled edge or bead 28, and 
at substantially diametrically opposite points, 
are apertures 29 and 3C in axial alignment with 
the hinge eye 28 of the hinged or movable cover 
Section 22 while a similar pair of apertures 3 
and 32 are formed in alignment with the hinge 
eye 2 of the fixed or rear top or cover section 22. 

Extending through the aligned bucket aper 
ture 29 and hinge eye 28 is the long arm or hinge 
pin 33 of a U-shaped hinge member 34 while a 
Short arm or hinge pin 35 of the Said hinge 
member 34 extends through the aligned bucket, 
aperture 3 and hinge eye 2. Similarly the long 
arm or hinge pin 36 of a second hinge member 
3 extends through the aligned bucket aperture 
32 and hinge eye 2, while the Said second J 
shaped hinge member 37 has its short an or 
hinge pin 35 extending through the aligned buck 
et aparture 33 and hinge eye 38. It will be noted 
from Fig. 4 that the hinge eyes of the cover Sec 
tions each have therein a short and a long hinge 
pin or arm which in each instance the longer 
hinge pin or arm extends well past center, and 
that portion of each of said long hinge pins or 
arms is disposed near the opposing ends of the 
Short pins or arms at points substantially midway 
between the center of the bucket and the opposite 
oute 8Xtrealities thereof. By this construc 
tion the bucket top or cover is amply rein 
forced from Side to side with no appreciable weak 
point therein. Which would permit or allow a de 
pression in the event a large weight were placed 
on the bucket cover or top. 
The hinged or movable cover or top section 22 

is provided substantially throughout its area with 
apertures 39 Similar to the apertures 25 in the 
top or cover Section. 20. Any suitable or desirable 
means may be employed for retaining the cover 
Section 22 in its closed position such as the catch 
illustrated in Fig. 3 which is substantially U 
shaped in elevation and comprises a post 40 up 
Standing from a base 4 through which passes a 
rivet 42 for securing the base 41, and therefore 
the catch, to the cover section 22. A spring finger 
43 including a latching lip 4 terminating in a 
finger piece 45, extends from the base 4. The 
latching lip. 44 is adapted to project through an 
aperture 6 in the bucket body portion 6 to un 

- derlie the rolled upper edge or bead 24 thereof. 
The operation of the catch is obvious from Fig. 3 
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4. 
since pressure on the finger piece 45 Will Spring 
it to the position thereof illustrated in phantoin 
lines which will unlatch the cover or top Section 
22 and permit of its raising about the axis of the 
hinge pins in the hinge eye 28. The catch illus 
tirated in the drawings aid above briefly de 
SCIibed is more conplately illustrated aid 
claimed in co-pending application Serial No. 
81,166. 

In order to transport the minnow bucket it is 
provided with the usual bail handle 47 Suitably 
hingedly connected to the bucket body 5 at 68 
and 49. 
The latch mechanism disclosed in this appli 

cation and in the above identified application is 
operated by one hand, that is, by graspiing the 
post 43 and spring finger 45 between the thumb 
and fingers and exerting the neceSS3ry and propei' 
pressure on the Spring finger 83. The minnow 
bucket while in use may be held with One hand Oin 
the bail handle 4 with the upper end of the 
bucket, and therefore the top or cover, just above 
the water being fished. Whereupon the user With 
his other hand would release the cover. Section 
and actuate it to its open position and thereby 
gain access to the minnows Without danger of 
escape of those reihaining in the bucket. 

It will be understood that by carefully plac 
ing a minnow bucket of the form illustrated in 
Figs. 1 to 4 in the water being fished and with 
water within the bucket at a proper level the 
said bucket would foat at or near the surface of 
the Water. Disturbance of the Water, it is co 
ceivable, could splash onto the cover and there 
by fill the bucket with Water beyond its point of 
buoyancy and cause the bucket to sink below the 
water surface. It is of course understood that 
the Water in a non-floating type of minnow 
bucket should be periodically replaced or have 
added thereto fresh Water which can be accoin 
plished through the apertures 25 and 33 in the 
cover Sections 2 and 22. FigS. 5 to 8 disclose a 
slight modification or, preferably, the addition to 
the Structure of FigS. 1 to 4 of a float for positive 
ly converting the minnow bucket to a float type 
or floating minnow bucket and which Will per 
nit a circulation of water through the Inihilow 
bucket While in the Stream. 
As illustrated in Figs, 5 and 8 the top or cover 

section 2 a. is modified to the extent that, for a 
space behind its hinge eye 2, there is provided a 
plain, unperforated portion 59 beneath which is 
formed a float chamber or a minnow bucket, 
float. As shown in Figs. 5, 6 and the float, 
chamber is formed from a piece of sheet material 
comprising a botton 5 extending entirely acroSS 
the upper end of the bucket and from the longi 
tudinal edges of which float chamber botto:n SS 
are upwardly extending sides 32 and 53. The 
float chamber sides 52 and 53 each has its upper 
end upset to extend toward the other as a fiange, 
respectively, as members 55 and 55. iihe langes 
54 and 55 are in face contact with the plane or 
imperforate portion 5 of the top section and are 
respectively secured to the said top section by 
rivetS 56 and 5. 

in the manufacture of the minnow bucket, the 
Said float chamber or float housing is Secured to 
the bucket cover or top section 2 a prior to its 
attachment to the bucket proper through the 
bead or Seam 23-24. 

Disposed in the float, chamber or float housing 
is a float, 58 having a transverse vertical croSS 
section substantially identical with the transverse 
vertical cross section of the fioat chamber or 
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housing and as seen in Figs. 6 and 7 of a length 
to extendentirely across the bucket and the float 
chamber or housing is substantially filled with 
the float 58. Any suitable or desirable means 
may be employed as the float, it having been 
found that foam plastic makes an ideal float for 
minnow buckets. 
In the modification shown in Figs. 1 to 14, in 

clusive, the float chamber or housing has its 
forward side 53a provided with a relatively short 
depending portion 59 and a rearwardly inclining 
portion 60 that joins with the float housing bot 
tom 5a. The rear side 52 of said housing is 
provided at its upper-end with a forwardly pro 
jecting flange 54 while the front side, particu 
larly the depending portion 59 thereof, instead 
of being provided with a rearwardly projecting 
flange, as in Fig. 5, is provided at its upper end 
with a rounded lip portion or half bead 6 i. 
The modification further includes the rear Sec 

tion 2 f' of the bucket cover or top as being pro 
vided with a slit 62 thereby resulting in a tongue 
63 that is depressed and rearwardly projecting 
as clearly illustrated in FigS. 11, 12 and 13. 
The chief purpose of this modification is to 

provide a means for mounting the float housing 
or float chamber, together with the enclosed float 
member, without resorting to SOne type of perma 
nent attaching means, Such as the rivets 55 and 
57 above set forth. In practice the float housing 
is adapted to have the lip or half bead 8 inserted 
into the hinge eye 2 of the cover or top rear 
Section 2' whereupon the flange 54 of the float 
housing rear side 52 is forced beneath the tongue 
63. The cover Section 2' is then placed on the 
container top edge and its bead 23 crimped around 
the bead 24 at the upper end of the container 
which locks the said modified float housing in 
position with the float member 58a, like the float 
member 58, conforming in vertical cross section 
to the vertical CrOSS Section of the modified foat 
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housing, therein. The float housing is merely 
sprung into position with the lip 6 and flange 
54 occupying the positions above described and 
are locked or retained in this position by the 
walls of the container or bucket since any out 
ward springing of the float housing sides will be 
resisted by the engagement of the corners. 64 
and 65, of said float chamber or housing, with 
the body f6 of the bucket or container. 
The rearward inclination of the float chamber 

or housing front wall or side 53a, as illustrated 
at 60, reduces the restriction to access to the 
interior of the bucket. Or Container aid it is to 
be understood... that this constriction could be 
applied to the form of the invention illustrated 
in Fig. 5. 
The bucket formed in accordance with the 

modification in FigS. 5 to 8, inclusive, and 1 to 
13, inclusive, when placed in the water being 
fished floats at Substantially a 45° angle as illus 
trated in Figs. 9 and 10 with the perforated for 
ward or hinged section 22 of the cover or top 
Submerged below the water level and with the 
rear cover or top Section 2a-2 above the 
level of the water, wherefore, the perforations 
25a in said cover section 2 a-2', behind the 
plain or imperforate Section 5), supplies air to 
the interior of the minnow bucket for the minnowS. 

It will be readily appreciated that the float type 
bucket in the position illustrated in FigS. 9 and 10 
can readily be tilted So, that itStop or cover is 
parallel with the surface of the water and easily 
retained in this position while the hinge section 

60 

6 
of the cover is opened and the desired minnow 
extracted from the bucket. - - - - 

It should further be noted that whether the 
minnow bucket of the floating type, or the, So 
called, nonfloating type is employed, the minnow 
bucket may be lifted free of the water and placed 
on the bank or in the boat, depending upon 
Whether shore or boat, fishing is being indulged, 
in Order to obtain a minnow from the bucket, 
since the bucket body portion is imperforate and 
therefore Will retain. Whatever Water it is de 
sired to have in the bucket While a minnow is 
being removed from the bucket. This maneuver 
of removing the minnow, bucket from the Water 
to remove a minnow from the bucket is not poS 
sible with the two unit type of minnow bucket 
because the minnow bucket proper has its body 
portion perforated for a distance upwardly of 
ha boitoin thereof whereby the water in the min 
now bugket upon removing it iron tie stream 
or lake being fished would flow onto the bank 
or into the boat resulting in an undesirable Con 
dition. 
From the foregoing, it Will now be appreciated 

that there has been provided a single unit min 
now bucket that is novel and accomplishes the 
objects initially, set forth and since it can be 
produced as a single unit is economical to both 
produce and acquire. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A minnow bucket of the class described, 

comprising an in perforate body portion having 
oppositely disposed apertures in its upper end, 
an in perforate botton at the lower end of the 
body portion, a top transversely divided to pro 
Wide a portion Secured to the upper ends of the 
body portion and a perforated portion, said Se 
cured and perforated top portions each having an 
interior edge disposed adjacent to each other 
with Said adjacent edges turned on themselves 
to form a hinge eye on each top portion in align 
ment With the apertures in the body portion, 
and hinge pins passing through said body aper 
tures into the hinge eyes of the top portions, so 
that Said perforated top portion is hinged to said 
upper end of the body portion and adapted to 
be open to permit access to the interior of the 
body portion. . - 

2. A minnow bucket of the class described, 
comprising a receptacle having an upper end 
with oppositely disposed apertures in its upper 
end, a top for the entire upper end of the bucket 
transversely divided to provide a pair of Sections, 
means for securing one of the top sections to said 
upper end of the bucket, said secured and second 
top Sections each having an edge adjacent one 
another with Said adjacent edges turned on theim 
Selves to for in a hinge eye on each top Sectici 
in alignment with apertures in the Said upper end, 
hinge in SpaSSing through Said apertures into 
hinge eyes of the top Section thereby ingedly 
connecting the Second top Section to the said 
upper end of the bucket, and a latch for releas 
ably locking the hinged cover-section to the 
bucket top. 

3. A minnow bucket of the class described com prising a receptacle having an upper end, a top 
for the entire upper end of the bucket including 
a pair of sections, means for securing one of the 
top sections to said upper end of the bucket, 
means for hingedly connecting the other top sec 
tion to the said upper end of the bucket, and a 
latch for releasably locking the hinged cover sec 
tion to the bucket top, said sections each hav 
ing an edge adjacent the other, and said hinge 
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connection including a hinge eye at the adjacent 
edge of each top section, the bucket having aper 
tures therein in alignment with the hinge eyes 
of said top sections, and a U-shaped hinge pin 
including a base and a pair of alms With said 
arms respectively disposed in the hinge eyes of 
the fixed and removable top sections. 

4. A minnow bucket of the class described, con 
prising a receptacle having an upper end, a top 
for the entire upper end of the bucket including 
a pair of Sections, means for securing One of the 
top Sections to said upper end of the bucket, means 
for hingedly connecting the other top section 
to the Said upper end of the bucket, and a latch. 
for releasably locking the hinged cover section 
to the bucket top, said sections each having an 
edge adjacent the other, and said hinge connec 
tion including a hinge eye at the adjacent edge 
of each top section, the bucket having apertures 
therein in alignment with the hinge eyes of said 
top sections, and a pair of U-shaped hinge pins 
located respectively at opposite ends of the cover 
sections with each hinge pin comprising a base 
member and a pair of arms from opposite ends 
of the base member, said arms being of different 
lengths and respectively disposed in the hinge 
eyes of the fixed and hinged sections and With 
the shorter hinge pin of each hinge member in 
its hinge eye in opposition to the longer hinge 
pin of the other hinge member. 

5. In a minnow bucket of the class described, 
the combination of a receptacle having an im 
perforate body portion, an imperforate bottom 
Secured to said body portion, a top including a 
pair of Sections one of which is fixed to the upper 
end of the bucket and the other of which is moy 
able relative thereto, a hinge connection to the 
upper end of the bucket, said fixed top section 
including an imperforate and a perforated poi'- 
tion, a float depending fron said fixed top section 
below the imperforate portion thereof, said now 
able section being perforated, a latch on said mov 
able section for releasably locking same in closed 
position, said float including a chamber formed 
by depending walls from the longitudinal edges 
of the imperforate portion of the fixed section, 
and a bottom joining the lower ends of said 
chamber walls, said chamber Walls extending 
transversely of the bucket between the bucket 
Walls, and said bucket walls closing the ends of : 
and completing the float chamber. 

6. In a minnow bucket of the class described, 
the combination of a receptacle having an imper 
forate body portion, an imperforate bottom ser 
cured to said body portion, a top including a pair 
of Sections one of which is fixed to the upper end 
of the bucket and the other of which is movable 
relative thereto, a hinge connection disposed on 
the upper end of the bucket and adapted to en 
gage said movable section, said fixed top section 
including an imperforate and a perforated por 
tion, a float depending from said fixed top sec 
tion below the imperforate portion thereof, said 
movable Section being perforated, a latch on said 
removable section for releasably locking same in 
closed position, said float including a chamber 
formed by depending walls from the longitudinal 
edges of the imperforate portion of the fixed 
Section, a bottom joining the lower ends of said 
chamber walls, said chamber walls extending 
transversely of the bucket between the bucket 
walls, and said bucket walls closing the ends of 
and Completing the float chamber, and a block 
of foam plastic within the float chamber. 
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8 
7. A minnow bucket of the class described, 

comprising a receptacle having an upper end, a 
top for the entire upper end of the bucket includ 
ing a pair of sections, means for Securing one 
of the top sections to said upper end of the bucket, 
means for hingedly connecting the other top Sec 
tion to the said upper end of the bucket, a latch 
for releasably locking the hinged cover section to 
the bucket top, and a float carried by the fixed 
top section to depend interiorly of the minnow 
bucket, comprising a float housing Substantially 
U-shaped in cross section and of a length to span 
the distance across the bucket, said foat hous 
ing including a, botton and upstanding front and 
rear Sides, a flange laterally projecting fron tine 
upper end of the front side and the rear side of 
Said housing, and means integral with the fixed 
top section for interlocking with the said flanges. 

8. A minnow bucket of the class described, 
comprising a receptacle having an upper end, a 
top for the entire upper end of the bucket, includ 
ing a pair of Sections, means for securing one 
of the top sections to said upper end of the bucket, 
means for hingedly connecting the other top Sec 
tion to the Said upper end of the bucket, a latch 
for releasably locking the hinged cover section 
to the bucket top, and a float carried by the fixed 
top section to depend interiorly of the minnow 
bucket, comprising a float housing substantially 
U-shaped in cross section and of a length to Spain 
the distance across the bucket, said float housing 
including a bottom and upstanding front and rear 
sides, a flange laterally projecting from the upper 
end of the rear and front side, respectively, of 
the housing, means integral with the fixed top 
Section for interlocking with the said flanges, 
and a float member within said float housing. 

9. A minihow bucket of the cass described, 
comprising a receptacle having an upper end, a 
top for the entire upper end of the bucket, includ 
ing a pair of sections, means for securing one of 
the top sections to said upper end of the bucket, 
means for hingedly connecting the other top sec 
tion to the said upper end of the bucket, a latch 
for releasably locking the hinged cover section to 
the bucket top, and a float carried by the fixed 
top section to depend interiorly of the minilow 
bucket, comprising a float housing substantially 
U-shaped in cross section and of a length to span 
the distance across the bucket, said float housing 
including a bottom and upstanding front and rear 
Sides, a flange laterally projecting from the upper 
end of the rear and front side, respectively, of 
the housing, a tongue integral with the fixed top 
Section and projecting in a plane beneath the 
plane of said fixed top section between which 
tongue and fixed top section the fiange of one of 
the sides of said housing projects, and a bead at 
the free edge of the fixed top section into which 
the flange of the other of said sides projects. 

10. A minnow bucket of the class described, 
comprising a receptacle having an upper end, a 
top for the entire upper end of the tucket in 
cluding a pair of sections, means for securing 
One of the top sections to said upper end of the 
bucket, means for hingedly connecting the other 
top Section to the said upper end of the bucket, 
a latch for releasably locking the hinged cover 
Section to the bucket top, and a float carried by 
the fixed top section to depend interioriy of the 
minnow bucket, comprising a float housing sub 
Stantially U-shaped in cross section and of a 
length to Spain the distance across the bucket, 
Said float housing including a bottom and up 
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Standing front and rear sides, a flange laterally 
projecting from the upper end of the rear and 
front Side, respectively, of the housing, a tongue 
integral with the fixed top section and project 
ing in a plane beneath the plane of said fixed 
top section between which tongue and fixed top 
section the flange of one of the sides of said 
housing projects, a bead at the free edge of the 
fixed top section into which the flange of the 
other of Said Sides projects, and a float member 
Within Said float housing. 

ll. A minihoW bucket of the class described, 
comprising a receptacle having an upper end, a 
top for the entire upper end of the bucket, trans 
Versely divided to provide a pair of sections each 
having an edge adjacent one another with one 
top Section disposed on one side and the other 
top section disposed on the other side of a ver 
tical plane passing through the body of the 
bucket and between the adjacent edges of said 
top Sections, in eans for securing one of the top 
Sections to said upper end of the bucket, neans 
for hingedly connecting the adjacent edge of the 
other top section to the said upper end of the 
bucket, a latch for releasably locking the hinged 
top section to the bucket upper end, and a float 
carried by the sécured top section between its 
edge adjacent the other top section and the 
bucket to depend interiorly of the bucket and 
be disposed on one side of the said vertical plane 
through the bucket passing between the adjacent 
edges of the top Sections so that said minnow 
bucket floats With its axis oblique to the Surface 
of the Water. 

12. A minnow bucket of the class described, 
comprising a receptacle having an upper end, a 
top for the entire upper end of the bucket trans 
versely divided to provide a pair of sections each 
having an edge adjacent one another with one 
top section disposed on one side and the other 
top section disposed on the other side of a ver 
tical plane passing through the body of the 
bucket and between the adjacent edges of said 
top sections, means for securing one of the top 
Sections to said upper end of the bucket, means 
for hingedly connecting the adjacent edge of the 
other top section to the said upper end of the 
bucket, a latch for releasably locking the hinged 
top section to the bucket upper end, a float cham 
her forming member substantially U-shaped in 
cross section depending from the undersurface 
of the secured top section and depending in 
teriorly of the bucket and disposed on one side 
of the Said vertical plane through the bucket 
passing between the adjacent edges of the top 
sections, and means for securing said float cham 
ber member to the said secured top section. 

13. A minnow bucket of the class described, 
comprising a receptacle having an upper end, a 
top for the entire upper end of the bucket trans 
versely divided to provide a pair of sections each 
having an edge adjacent one another with one 
top section disposed on one side and the other 
top section disposed on the other side of a ver 
tical plane passing through the body of the 
bucket, and between the adjacent edges of Said 
top sections, means for securing one of the top 
Sections to said upper end of the bucket, means 
for hingedly connecting the adjacent edge of the 
other top section to the Said upper end of the 
bucket, a latch for releasably locking the hinged 
top section to the bucket upper end, a fioat cham 
ber forming member substantially U-shaped in 
cross section depending from the undersurface 
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10 
of the Secured top section and depending in 
teriorly of the bucket and disposed on one side 
of the Said vertical plane through the bucket 
passing between the adjacent edges of the top 
Sections, means for Securing said float chamber 
member to the said secured top section, and a 
float in Said chamber. 

14. A minnow.bucket of the class described, 
Comprising a receptacle having an upper end, a 
top for the entire upper end of the bucket trans 
Versely divided to provide a pair of sections each 
having an edge adjacent one another with one 
top Section disposed on one side and the other 
top Section disposed on the other side of a ver 
tical plane passing through the body of the 
bucket and between the adjacent edges of said 
top Sections, means for securing one of the top 
Sections to Said upper end of the bucket, means 
for hingedly connecting the adjacent edge of 
the other top Section to the said upper end of the 
bucket, a latch for releasably-locking the hinged 
top section to the bucket upper end, a float 
chamber forming member substantially U 
Shaped in CrOSS Section depending from the 
underSurface of the secured top section and de 
pending interiorly of the bucket and disposed on 
One Side of the said vertical plane through the 
bucket passing between the adjacent edges of 
the top Sections, means for securing said fioat, 
chamber member to the said secured top section, 
and a foam plastic float in said chamber. 

15. A minnow bucket of the class described, 
comprising a receptacle having an upper end, a 
top for the entire upper-end of the bucket, trans 
Versely divided to provide a pair of sections each 
having an edge adjacent one another with one 
top Section disposed on one side and the other 
top section disposed on the other side of a ver 
tical plane passing through the body of the 
bucket and between the adjacent edges of said 
top sections, means for securing one of the top 
Sections to Said upper end of the bucket, means 
for hingedly connecting the adjacent edge of 
the other top section to the said upper end of 
the bucket, a latch for releasably locking the 
hinged top Section to the bucket upper end, a 
float chamber forming member substantially U 
shaped in cross section depending from the 
underSurface of the Secured top section and de 
pending interiorly of the bucket and disposed 
on one side of the said vertical plane through 
the bucket passing between the adjacent edges 
Of the top Sections, means for Securing Said float 
chamber member to the said secured top section, 
and a float in the form of a block of molded foam 
plastic in Said chamber. 

16. In a minnow bucket of the class described, 
the combination of a receptacle having an in 
perforate body portion, an imperforate bottom 
Secured to said body portion, a top transversely 
divided to provide a pair of sections with one 
top section disposed on one side- and the other 
top section disposed on the other side of a ver 
tical plane passing through the body of the 
bucket and between the adjacent edges of said 
top Sections and With One of Said sections fix8d 
to the upper end of the bucket and the other 
of Said sections movable relative thereto through 
a hinge connection to the upper end of the buckes, 
Said fixed top Section including an imperforate 
and a perforated portion, a float depending from 
said fixed top section below the imperforate por 
tion thereof and disposed on One side of the said 
vertical plane through the bucket so that said 
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minnow bucket floats with its axis oblique to the Number Name Date 
surface of the water, said movable section being 521,244 Muncaster --------- June 12, 1894 
perforated, and a latch on said movable top sec- 647,257 Gray -------------- Apr. 10, 1900 
tion for releasably locking same in closed posi- 743,819 Brown ------------- Nov. 10, 1903 
tion. 5 1,054,561 - Kennedy ---------- Feb. 25, 1913 

1,64,230 Simonich --------- Dec. 14, 1915 
References Cited in the file of this patent 1,742,046 Moore ------------ Dec. 31, 1929 
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302,161 Rudolph ---------- July 15, 1884 


