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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM ELMER 

RAPE, a citizen of the United States, resid 
ing at Catawissa, in the county of Columbia 

s and State of Pennsylvania, have invented 
a new and useful Coat-Hanger, of which the 
following is a specification. 
This invention relates to coat hangers 

and its object is to provide a device of this 
10 character having means for clamping upon 

a supporting structure, the weight of the 
garment held by the hanger being sufficient 
to bind the hanger upon its supporting 
structure and thus hold it against displace 

5 ment relative to said structure. 
The hanger is especially designed for use 

in passenger coaches and the like, the clamp 
ing portion thereof being adapted to engage 
a portion of the Window casing and to 

20 tightly grip it when a garment is suspended 
from the hook of the hanger. 
Another object is to provide a hanger of 

the type set forth which is simple in con 
struction, cheap to manufacture, and can be 

25 readily carried in the pocket. 
With the foregoing and other objects in 

view which will appear as the description 
proceeds, the invention resides in the com 
bination and arrangement of parts and in 

30 the details of construction hereinafter de 
scribed and claimed it being understood that 
changes in the precise embodiment of the 
invention herein disclosed can be made 
within the scope of what is claimed without 

35 departing from the spirit of the invention. 
In the accompanying drawings the pre 

ferred form of the invention has been 
shown. 
In said drawings:-Figure 1 is a front 

40 elevation of the hanger, the same being 
shown in engagement with a portion of a 
window casing. Fig. 2 is a rear elevation 
of the hanger, one of the pads used in con 
nection there with being partly broken away. 

45 Fig. 3 is a plan view of the hanger. Fig. 
4 is a perspective view thereof with the re 
spective parts detached. Fig. 5 is a section 
on line A-B Fig. 2. 

Referring to the figures by characters of 
50 reference 1 designates the base plate of the 

clamp, this plate having a jaw 2 at one 
end and having an opening 3 at its center 
while two pairs of parallel slots 4 are pref 
erably arranged longitudinally within the 

55 plate. A slidable plate 5 is mounted on the 

s: 

base plate and has a jaw 6 at one end and a 
T-shaped slot 7 adjacent its center, two arms 
of Said slot being extended parallel to the 
jaw 6 while the other arm is extended longi tudinally of the plate. Lugs 8 preferably 60 
four in number, extend from the slidable 
plate 5 and are movably mounted within the 
the slots 4, these lugs being so disposed that, 
When the plate 5 is shifted in one direction 
relative to the base plate 1, all of the lugs 65 
Will be brought simultaneously into contact 
With the Walls at one end of the slots 4, and 
WCe Weisa. 
A shifting block 9 is arranged upon one 

face of the slidable plate 5 and has a pivot 70 
stud 10 arranged at the center thereof and 
which extends loosely through the slot 7 
and is swiveled within the opening 3. This 
pivot stud 10 thus serves as a means for 
holding the block 9 and the plates 5 and 75 
1 assembled. A shifting stud 11 extends 
from the lower portion of the block 9 and 
projects into the slot 7 but does not engage 
the plate 1. A hook 12 is swiveled within 
the block 9, Said hook, when in operative po- 80 
sition, being extended oppositely to the lon 
gitudinal arm of the slot 7, as clearly indi 
cated in Figs. 1, 2 and 4. A cushion 13 of 
rubber or the like is cemented or otherwise 
Secured to the inner or working face of the 85 
jaw 6 and another cushion 14 is similarly 
connected to the inner or working face of 
the jaw 2 and to the adjacent face of the 
base plate 1. 

It will be obvious that, when the hook 12 90 
is swung upwardly in the direction indi 
cated by the arrows in Figs. 1, 2 and 4, the 
stud 11 will press against the lower por 
tion of the wall of slot 7 and shift the slid 
able plate 5 longitudinally relative to the 95 
base plate 1, thus moving the jaw 6 away 
from the jaw 2, this movement being per 
missible in view of the fact that the pivot 
stud 10 is constantly in position to be re 
ceived by the longitudinal portion of the 
slot 7. With the jaws thus spread apart, 
the clamp formed by the plates 1 and 5 and 
the parts connected thereto, can be placed 
astride a supporting structure, such as one 
of the strips of a window casing C. Hook 
12 can then be swung downwardly to op 
erative position, as shown in Fig. 1 and the 
stud 11 will therefore work against the wall 
of slot 7 so as to shift plate 5 relative to 
base 1 and draw the jaw 6 toward the jaw 110 
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2. The two jaws will thus tightly clamp 
upon the supporting structure C, the cush 
ions 13 and 14 serving to prevent said 
structure from being marred by the jaws. 
It will be apparent that when the weight 
of a garment is applied to the hook 12, 
there will be no danger of the clamp be 
coming released from the supporting struc 
ture C. In fagt the clamping action of the 
jaws will increase in proportion to the in 
crease in weight applied to the hook. 
A device such as described is advanta 

geous because it can be readily carried in the 
pocket and can be quickly set up for use 
by attaching it to the window casing of 
a passenger coach or to any other suitable 
structure within convenient reach. 
What is claimed is:- 
1. A garment hanger including a clamp 

having slidably connected jaws, a hook, and 
means separate from and operated by the 
hook when subjected to a load, for drawing 
the jaws of the clamp toward each other. 

2. A garment hanger including a clamp 
having opposed jaws, a hook, and means 
separate from and operated by the hook 
when subjected to a load, for shifting the 
jaws toward each other. 

3. A garment hanger including a clamp 
having slidably connected jaws, a garment 
engaging member movably connected to the 
jaws, and means operated by said member 
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when subjected to the weight of a garment, 
for sliding the jaws toward each other. 

4. A garment hanger including a base, a 
jaw extending therefrom, a slidably mount 
ed jaw connected to the base, and a hook 
carrying member connected to the base for 
shifting the slidable jaw relative to the 
8Se. 

5. A garment hanger including a base 
having a jaw, a jaw slidable relative to the 
base, a member pivotally connected to the 
base, means revoluble with said member for 
shifting the slidable jaw relative to the jaw 
upon the base, and a garment supporting 
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element movable with and supported by 
said member. 

6. A garment hanger including a base 
having a jaw at one end, a plate slidably 
mounted on the base and having a jaw at 
one end, a shifting block pivotally con 
nected to the base, coöperating means upon 
said block and the plate for shifting said 
plate relative to the base during the rota 
tion of the block, and a garment engaging 
member extending from the block. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing 

as my own, I have hereto affixed my signa 
ture in the presence of two witnesses. 

WILLIAM ELMER RAPE. 
Witnesses: 

B. F. SHARPLEss, 
GEO. H. WASTINE. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents. 
Washington, D.C.' 
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