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To all whom it may concern: C

Be it known that I, Grorer J. GILMORE, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook and Statr. of
Illinois, have invented new and useful Im-
provements in Fireproof Receptacles for
Films of Moving-Picture Apparatus, of
which'the following is a specification.

This invention relates to fireproof recep-
tacles for films or moving picture apparatus,
the object being to provide a receptacle for
protecting combustible and inflammable
films from fire. It is well known to those
familiar with the “moving pictures” in-
dustry, that the films which contain the pic-
tures are made of highly combustible and
inflammable material, and are frequently
exposed to sudden and accidental fire; oc-
casionally . becoming ignited and conse-

quently consumed. The loss of the films is

consequential, but the danger of fire to the
structure in which the pictures are being
exhibited, is more serious, and productive of
catastrophies. In many cities and towns
where films of this type are used in “mov-
ing picture” apparatus, laws and regulations
have been enacted which tend to lessen the
danger from accidental ignition of the film,
but nevertheless accidents occur, because the
films which are not in use are frequently

left exposed so that whenever a fire occurs
-in‘a room where such exposed films are kept,

the unprotected ones are consumed almost
inevitably. It often requires the use of sev-
eral reels of film for an.evening’s enter-

_tainment, and boxes are provided for their

protection, yet an operator often neglects to
place the ‘cover on the box after the film
has been replaced therein, thus leaving it
exposed to accidental fire. To avoid this
danger I have provideda substantially fire-
proof receptacle for films, having a cover
that closes automatically, (through the me-
dium of gravity) to cover the opening

.through which the films are placed in the

receptacle or removed therefrom and seal
the same against entrance of fire. ‘
The invention therefore consists in a fire-
proof film storing or substantially fireproof
receptacle having a cover or door, operating

by gravity to automatically close and seal

the opening against fire, whenever it is re-

leased from any point in its open positions.

It further consists in the several novel
features set forth in the following specifica-

The invention is clearly illustrated in the
drawing furnished herewith, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the pre-
ferred form of the receptacle, I ig. 215 a
vertical longitudinal section thereof, Fig. 8
1s'a_perspective view of a modified form of
auxiliary cover, and Fig. 4 is a perspective
view of a modified form of the invention.

Referring to the drawing 10, represents
the receptacle as a whole which may be sup-
ported in any suitable manner. It is here
shown as having flanges 11, through which
nails or screws may be passed in fastening

1t to a wall or other vertical support. The

receptacle comprises in general a film box

or ma}frazine 12, and a cover 18, which is
movably supported in such manner that
when released it will fall by gravity to its
closed position. As shown in the preferred
form, the cover is hinged or pivoted to the

tion and particularly pointed out in the ap-.
-pended claims.
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box by hinges 14, that are placed along the -

upper meeting edges between the box and
cover, whereby the cover may be raised to
expose the interior of the box, and when re-
}_’gased will fall by gravity to its closed posi-
10n., ' '

To guard against the entrance of any ex-

cessive degree of heat to the chamber of. the

receptacle itself, I make the walls thereof
fireproof, that is, I construct them of metal

or other non-combustible material. In the

form shown they are made with an outer
casing 15, and an inner shell 16, suitably fas-
tened together, so as to leave an air space
between them, whereby any external heat
may not be readily conducted to the interior
of the receptacle. The cover also may be
made hollow as shown. Flanges 17, are pro-
vided upon the cover, and overlap the sides
and bottom of the box, thereby covering the
joints between the cover and box and effec-
tually preventing fire from entering at this
point. A handle 18, may be provided upon
the cover to facilitate the raising of the same
and if desired a stop 19, may be provided to.

‘limit the upward movement of the cover so

that it cannot be swung upward beyond its
center of gravity. ,

It is evident that the structure thus de-

scribed furnishes a convenient and substan-

tially fireproof receptacle for the films,
which will withstand the ordinary fire that
may occur in places where devices of this
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character are used, and that regardless of a
person’s carelessness, the cover will close

‘automatically and seal the receptacle against
the entrance of fire, whenever released from

an open position.

The receptacle can be made of a size to
contain but one reel of film, but I prefer to
construct it large enough to contain & num-
ber of reels, and have shown the same as di-
vided into a number of individual film re-
ceiving compartments, as for instance by
means of shelves 20, arranged one above the
other in the box, and secured thereto in any
desired manner. The shelves may be made
hollow, as shown, thereby leaving air spaces
between the various compartments. The
reels of film (shown at 21,) may be placed
upon the shelves and if desired, some sort of
air humidifier 22, placed on the bottom of
the box to maintain a slight degree of hu-
midity in the air within the receptacle.
When the box is thus divided into compart-
ments, it is desirable to provide a separate
auxiliary cover for each compartment, and
in the preferred form, I have shown auxil-
iary covers 23, for the compartments that
contain the films. These auxiliary covers
are arranged to close automatically under

" the influence of gravity and if desired may
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be hinged to the receptacle, as at 24, so that
they fall automatically to their closed posi-
tions, whenever they are released. " If de-
sired they may have flanges 25, for covering
the joints between themselves and the recep-
tacle. This construction affords a double
protection, and prevents fire from entering

the closed compartments whenever the main.

cover and any one auxiliary cover is raised,
should any fire occur at such time. L

Fig. 8 shows a modified form of auxiliary
In this case the cover 26, has a shelf
27, secured to it which slides into the box.
The reel of film may be placed upon the
shelf and slid in the box. With this form
also, any one reel of film may be removed
from the box without endangering the
others.

In the modified form shown in Fig. 4, the
box 28, has a vertically sliding cover 29,
which 1s guided in ways 30, that are pro-
vided in the box. .It is evident that the
cover may be raised to expose the interior
of the box, and when released will fall by
gravity to its closed position. “This form is
especially advantageous in places: where it
is desirable to economize space, and it is
quite usual that the cabinet which contains
the moving picture apparatus, is so small

that.there 1s not sufficient room for a swing--

ing cover. This form of the invention may
be made to contain one or more reels of film,
as desired. : )

I am aware that various alterations and
modifications of this device are possible
without departing from the spirit of my in-
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vention, and I do not therefore desire to
limit myself to the exact form of construc-
tion and arrangement shown and described.

T claim as new and desire to secure by Let-.
ters Patent: - .

- 1. A receptacle for films of the character
described, comprising in combination a cas-
ing having a main opening, a plurality of
substantially fire proof film receiving com-
partments therein, each of which is sur-

_rounded by an air space and provided with

an opening through which the films are in-
serted or removed, an individual gravity
cover for each compartment constructed to
automatically cover and seal said opening
against fire, and a main gravity cover spaced
away from the individual covers, and con-
structed to automatically close and seal said

' main opening against the entrance of fire

when released from an open position.

2. A receptacle for protecting films of the
character described, from fire, comprising in
combination an outer casing having a main
opening, a plurality of film receiving com-
partments within said casing, and spaced

70.

80

85

90

away from the walls thereof and away from -

each other to leave air spaces therebetween,
each compartment having an.opening lead-
ing out through the main opening, through
which the filins may be inserted or removed,
a gravity cover for the opening of each com-
partment constructed to automatically close
and seal said opening against fire whenever
released from an open position, and a main
gravity cover for the main opening hinged
at its upper end to the casing and construet-
ed and arranged to close and seal said open-
ing against fire whenever released from an
open position.

8. A receptacle for protecting films of the
character described, from fire, comprising a
substantially fireproof film storing box hav-
ing a series of non-communicating film stor-
ing' compartments, all opening out in one
direction, individual covers for said com-
partments, and a gravity cover constructed
to automatically cover and seal said opening
against the entrance of fire, whenever re-

‘leased from an open position.

4. A receptacle for. protecting films of the
character described, from fire, comprising a
substantially fireproof open sided film stor-
ing box, a series of shelves therein, arranged
one_above the other and forming individual
film receiving compartments, an auxiliary
cover for each compartment and a gravity
cover for the open side of the box, adapted
to automatically close and seal said opening-
against the entrance of fire, whenever re-
leased from an open position.

5. A receptacle for protecting films of the
character described, from fire, comprising a -
substantially fireproof open sided film stor-
ing box, a series of shelves therein, arranged

' one above the other and forming individual
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compartments for the films, an auxiliary !
cover for each compartment and a gravity
cover for the open side of the box, having
flanges on its side and bottom edges adapted
to overlap the contiguous edges of the box,
said. cover being adapted to automatically
close and seal said opening against the en-
trance of fire, 'whenever released from an
open position. :

6. A receptacle for protecting films of the
character described, comprising a fireproof
open sided film storing box, a gravity cover.
operating to automatically close and seal i

&

said opening against the entrance of fire,
whenever released from an open position
and a stop located outside of the box for

. limiting the upward movement of the cover,

so that it cannot be opened to a plane be-
yond its center of gravity.
-~ In witness whereof, I have hereunto sub-
scribed my name at Chicago, Cook county,
Ilinois, this 10th day of November, 1909.
GEORGE J. GILMORE.
Witnesses:

Crarurs O. Surivey,
Fannie F. Ricrarps,
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