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1. 

3,279,008 
SK BAND 

Mark K. Wallach, Rockford, Mich., assignor to Wolverine 
Shoe & Tanning Corporation, Rockford, Mich., a cor 
poration of Michigan 

Filed Nov. 23, 1964, Ser. No. 412,979 
2 Claims. C. 24-16) 

This invention relates to snow skiing equipment, and 
more particularly to a device for holding skis in a bound 
condition, back-to-back. 

Carrying skis, especially when the skier is loaded with 
boots, ski poles, and other items, is a cumbersome, frus 
trating task. The skis constantly tend to criss-croSS. Pres 
ently, in efforts to overcome some of this difficulty, a 
combination rubber band and metal ring structure is en 
ployed by some skiers to bind the skis together. This de 
vice is difficult to attach since the rubber band must be 
tightly stretched around and held while the split rings are 
carefully interconnected. It is even more difficult to re 
move, especially for ladies. Further, they constantly Wear 
out and break, especially after a hot summer when the 
rubber deteriorates. Moreover, the metal rings scratch 
the skis, especially if the band should be slid along the 
skis. 

Furthermore, once the skier is on the slopes and ready 
to ski, the band must be stored somehow. This is exceed 
ingly difficult, especially with the pocketless, skin-tight 
pants employed by lady skiers today. 

It is an object of this invention to provide a unique 
ski binder that eliminates all of these prior disadvantages, 
and achieves complete, tight binding action in a unique 
fashion. The novel device holds the skis effectively, back 
to-back, yet without stretching thereof prior to or during 
attachment. It is simple to attach, even by ladies and 
girls. It requires no mechanical skill to use it. The novel 
band wears for an extensive period of time. It further 
will not break or snap. The band material is soft on the 
skis and cannot scratch or otherwise damage them, even 
if slid back and forth. It can be readily and easily re 
moved from the skis with little effort, yet holds tenacious 
ly when not being removed. It is aesthetically appealing, 
in contrast with prior devices. It can be readily carried 
unattached to the skis without placing it in one's pocket. 
These and several other objects of this invention will 

become apparent upon studying the following specification 
in conjunction with the drawings in which: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a pair of skis held by 
the first form of the novel band; 

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the novel band of FIG. 
1, shown twisted, to illustrate pertinent portions on the 
opposite ends and sides thereof; 

FIG. 3 is a perspective view showing the mode of at 
tachment of the first form of novel band to a pair of skis; 

FIG. 4 is an elevational view of the band in FIGS. 1-3, 
forming a closed loop; 

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of the first form of the 
band shown carried on the arm of the skier when not in 
use on the skis; 

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of the second form of novel 
band; and 

FIG. 7 is an elevational view of the second form of 
band around a pair of skis shown in section. 

First form 

Referring now specifically to the drawings, the first 
form of the novel band 10 is shown in FIG. 1 employed 
in combination with a pair of skis 12 and 14, positioned 
back to back. Band 10 is an elongated strip of thin, flex 
ible material, relatively non-stretching in character, pref 
erably tanned pigskin. The band has two opposite faces 
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2 
18 and 20, and two opposite ends 22 and 24. On face 20 
adjacent end 24, and extending inwardly thereof, is a strip 
of fastener material 26 containing either minute hooks or 
loops, preferably of the material commonly known as 
VELCRO. As shown, strip 26 contains loops, generally 
in the form of intertangled fibers adhered to a cloth rib 
bon. The strip has a length substantially equal to the 
width of a ski, but slightly longer for purposes to be ex 
plained hereinafter. The total band has a length about 
equal to three times the width of the ski, or more ac 
curately about one and one-half times the circumference 
around the two skis placed back to back. 
On the opposite end 22 and the opposite face 18 of the 

band is a second strip 28 of fastener material, here shown 
to contain the hooks for engagement with loops in strip 
26. These hooks are commonly formed by splitting rela 
tively rigid, elongated, but tiny plastic loops at the outer 
ends thereof, adjacent the bight, so that, when pressed into 
the intertangled loop containing fibers in strip 26, the hooks 
catch in the loops. Due to the great number of hooks and 
loops, the engagement forms a secure connection having 
tremendous tenacity against shear, i.e., in the direction co 
planar of the material, to prevent accidental disengage 
ment therebetween. As is known however, the materials 
can be separated readily when the one is pulled in a direc 
tion normal to the other. 

Strip 28 is terminated short of the actual end 22 to 
leave a definite and necessary tab. 22 at this end of the 
band. Strip 28 is normally also somewhat shorter than 
strip 26, although being approximately the width of the 
ski, for optimum engagement in the overlapping area when 
the band is being used. The difference in length of strips 
28 and 26 is due to the fact that for different width skis, 
the band will be overlapped varying amounts and, by ex 
tending strip 26 longer than strip 28, a full coincidence 
will always occur over the length of strip 28. 
On the face 20 of the band, but on end 22 so as to be 

opposite to strip 28, is a decorative indicia here shown to 
be the trademark symbol “W' (30) representing the manu 
facturer-assignee hereof. This indicia is adjacent tab. 22' 
and enables the user to readily determine which end of the 
band is to be exposed for convenient usage and exposure 
of tab. 22. 

During use therefore, the skier lays end 24 onto the 
Surface of one ski, across its width, as shown in FIG. 3. 
He retains this end as by pressing it against the ski with 
his finger or thumb 34, and then pulls the other end 22 
around the skis (as indicated by the arrow) to overlap 
Strip 28 with strip 26, and press them together, causing 
the engagement. Preferably, two strips are used at the 
opposite ends of the skis. Since they are identical, only 
one is shown. The skis are thus securely bound and re 
tained in neat back-to-back fashion. 
To remove the strip, tab. 22' is merely grasped, since it 

does not engage (as illustrated in FIG. 4). By pulling in 
the direction indicated by the arrow, in other words, sub 
stantially normal to the planes of the band ends, the ends 
are disengaged for removal. If the skier is on the slopes, 
or he wishes to store the unit in a convenient place, he 
may merely wrap it around his wrist and re-engage it as 
illustrated by band 10 on the wrist 40 in FIG. 5. Its 
use is thus convenient and simple. In fact, the simplicity 
of the device is one of its chief attributes. It replaces com 
plex devices, while achieving the results thereof in a supe 
rior fashion. 

Second form 

In FIGS. 6 and 7 is illustrated a second form of the 
novel ski binding strap. This strap 50 or band, is prefer 
ably made of the same tanned pigskin leather material as 
the first form. It is elongated, and has one end 52 formed 
into a doubled-back loop sewn at stitches 54. This loop 
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extends around one side of a rigid ring 56, as of metal or 
plastic, and generally rectangular in configuration. The 
opposite end of the band is tapered to form a terminal 
tab S8. 

Adhered to the band are strips 60 and 62 forming the 
cooperative segments of Velcro connecting material. 
These are both adhered to the same side of this band, near 
the tab end. Preferably the loop containing material, nor 
mally in the form of intertangled fibers adhered to a cloth 
ribbon, is adjacent the tab end opposite the buckle loop 56. 
It preferably terminates short of the end to leave a pull tab 
which does not fasten. Immediately adjacent and aligned 
with this first strip is a longer strip of hook containing 

0. 

material 60 of the type previously described with the first 
form of the invention. It has a great number of plastic 
hooks mounted to a cloth ribbon adhered to the band. 
To attach this second form of band around a pair of 

skis, it is wrapped around skis 12 and 14 with the trade 
mark insignia 70 outwardly. Tab 58 is inserted through 
loop 56 and then doubled back so that this entire end of 
the band is doubled back upon itself (as in FIG. 7) and 
pulled tightly around the skis. The free end with strip 62 
is then pressed down into engagement with strip 60 of the 
fastening material, to secure the band. This second form 
of band is capable of being more readily pulled tight than 
the first. Since any force tending to pull the skis apart 
will be in shear with respect to fastening strips 60 and 62, 
these will not pull apart, but will retain the assembly in 
proper relationship. 
As previously, normally two of these bands are used on 

a pair of skis, but since they are identical, only one is 
shown for purposes of convenience. 

This second form of band need not be as long as the 
first form, and essentially has a length equal to the periph 
eral circumference around the two skis, plus an amount 
equal to about the length of strip 62 or a little more, i.e., 
enough for full attachment of strip 62 to strip 60. 

It is conceivable that certain minor details in the struc 
ture such as its particular design or configuration could 
be modified somewhat within the scope of the concept 
presented. Also, it will be readily understood that the 
hooks and loops could be interchanged on opposite ends 
of the band, provided that the tab 22' is always maintained 
on the outermost end for removal of the band. There 
fore, this invention is to be limited only by the scope of 
the appended claims and the reasonably equivalent struc 
tures to those defined therein. 
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I claim: 
1. A ski binder for retaining a pair of skis aligned 

back-to-back, comprising: an elongated flexible band of 
tough, tanned leather having a length substantially more 
than the circumference of the back-to-back skis; a loop 
attached to one end of said band, coplanar therewith, and 
with a width greater than the band width at its second end, 
to receive said second end; a first elongated strip of fasten 
ing material extending from the second end portion of said 
band, opposite said one end, on one face thereof; a second 
elongated strip of cooperative fastening material adjacent 
the end of said first strip on the same face of said band as 
said first strip, and generally between said first strip and 
Said loop; one of said strips containing hook elements and 
the other containing loop elements; and said band being 
flexible between said strips to be doubled back upon itself 
for engagement of said strips with said second end passed 
through said loop. 

2. A ski binder for retaining a pair of skis aligned back 
to-back, comprising: an elongated flexible band having a 
length substantially more than the circumference of the 
back-to-back skis; a loop attached to one end of said 
band, coplanar therewith, and with a width greater than 
the band width at its second end, to receive said second 
end; a first elongated strip of fastening material extending 
from the Second end portion of said band, opposite said 
one end, on one face thereof; a second elongated strip of 
cooperative fastening material adjacent the end of said 
first strip on the same face of said band as said first strip, 
and generally between said first strip and said loop; one of 
said strips containing hook elements and the other con 
taining loop elements; and said band being flexible to be 
doubled back upon itself for engagement of said strips 
with said second end passed through said loop. 
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