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This invention relates to shields or casings for 
modernizing bathtubs of the type commonly set 
On legs clear of the floor and having a curved rim 
around the top edge defining an annular recess 
or gutter. Bathtub shields or casings heretofore 
used for modernizing purposes generally made 
use of an intermediate supporting frame struc 
ture for the shield or casing panels, which frame 
structure involved additional labor and expense 
and ofttimes was not feasible for certain instal 
lations. 

It is an object of the present invention, there 
fore, to provide a modernizing bathtub shield or 
Casing Wherein supporting frame work extending 
from the floor line to the tub rim is dispensed 
with, While at the same time maintaining a firm 
anchorage and ample rigidity of the casing or 
Shield. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a bathtub shield or casing wherein the parts 
may be applied easily and quickly in close-jointed 
harmonious relation. 
A further object of the invention is to simplify, 

beautify and generally improve bathtub shields 
or casings. 
The foregoing and other objects and advan 

tages of the invention will become apparent from 
the following description taken in conjunction 
with the accompanying drawing, wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a View in perspective of a bathtub 
having a shield or casing installed in conjunction 
therewith embodying the features of the present 
invention, part of the shield being broken away 
to more fully show certain parts of the assembly; 

Fig. 2 is a plan view, partly in section, of the 
construction shown in Fig. 1. 

Referring to the drawing in detail, the bath 
tub proper is of that type having a downwardly 
curved rim 6d around the top portion thereof 
defining a recess, the tub being supported such 
as by feet or legs not shown clear of the floor. 
The shield or casing of the present invention 

is preferably made of sheet metal of a Suitable 
gauge, such as that used in automobile bodies, 
pressed or rolled into the desired shape. I have 
found that automobile body sheet metal will 
retain its shape permanently when installed as 
herein disclosed. 
The casing is made up of a series of panels 25 

and 26 having flanged portions at opposite ends 
thereof adapted to telescope into flanged caps or 
hoods 27 and 27a, the coacting flanged edges of 
the panels and hoods or caps being connected in 
any suitable manner, such as by screws 28a, note 
Fig. 1. The top edges of the casings 25 and 26 

x 

(C1. 4-173) 
preferably fit Snugly into the recess defined by 
the curved flange 6d, while the lower edges of 
the panels may be anchored in any suitable man 
ner, as for example, by blocks 29 cemented to the 
floor at intervals, or secured to the floor by other 
means such as nails or screws. However, to 
Simplify the construction, the lower edges of the 
sheets may be caused to fictionally engage the 
floor, or be jammed thereagainst, or anchored in 
any other simplified manner. To insure against 
buckling, a member in the form of a piece of 
angle iron 30, may be secured as by Welding to 
the side of the tub, note particularly Fig. 1. The 
end panels 27 and 2.d. serve to secure the side 
panels 25 and 26 in position about the tub, stiffen 
the panel assembly and give easy and ConVen 
ient access to the plumbing connections of the 
tub, such connections not being ShoWn. 
A molding strip 3 is applied around the bot 

ton of the panels, or adjacent the floor line. 
Practical experience has demonstrated that a 

shield of the type herein disclosed may be in 
stalled at a moderate cost and when so installed 
will retain its shape indefinitely without danger 
of buckling. The panels may be made of enam 
eled Steel in COlors blending With the bathroor 
scheme, or the design to be utilized in view of 
the modernization of the tub, or portions of the 
panels may be given contrasting color scheines. 
The molding trim may also be given attractive 
designs, and in general the use of the shield of 
this nature Will, at a relatively small cost, pro 
Wide a bath tub even more attractive than many 
modern types of tubs now to be found on the 
market. 

It will be understood that certain changes in 
structure and design Inay be made in the in 
proved shield or casing without departing from 
the spirit or scope of the invention as defined by 
the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. A shield or casing for modernizing bathtubs 

Of that type having a curved rim around the top 
of the tub defining an annular recess, comprising 
panels of Sheet material shaped to conform to 
the contour of the tub with the upper edges of 
said panel projecting into said recess, the opposite 
ends of Said panels being formed with Securing 
flanges, and means at opposite ends of the tub 
telescoped over Said flanges and secured thereto 
for anchoring said sheets in position. On opposit 
sides of the tub. 

2. A shield Or casing for modernizing bathtubs 
of that type having a curved rim around the top 
of the tub defining an annular recess, comprising 
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panels of sheet metal or analogous material 
Shaped to conform to the contour of the tub, said 
painels at their opposite ends being formed with 
flanged portions, and end caps telescoped over 
Said flanges and having flanged portions Se 
cured to the latter, thereby holding said panels 
in position with respect to said tub. 

3. A shield or casing for modernizing bathtubs 
comprising complementary panels of sheet metal 
or analogous material shaped to conform to 
the contour of the tub and to encompass both 
sides of the tub and portions of the ends thereof, 
and end panels adapted to engage said comple 
mentary first-named panels and secure them in 
place With respect to Said tub. 

4. A shield or casing for modernizing bathtubs 
comprising panels of sheet metal or other ma 
terial shaped to encompass the sides and por 
tions of the ends of the tub and end panels posi 
tioned so as to engage said first-named panels 
and to afford access to plumbing and a rein 
forcing and stiffeining member secured to a flat 
portion of said shield. 

5. A shield or casing for modernizing bathtubs 
of the type having a curved rim around the top 
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of the tub defining an annular recess, comprising 
a shroud of sheet metal or analogous material 
covering the sides of the tub with the upper edge 
of the shroud terminating within the region of . 
said recess, said shroud terminating at one end 
Of the tub in Opposed flanged portions, and an 
end panel having flanges complementary to the 
flanges of said shroud and secured thereto, said 
end panel affording access to plumbing. 

6. A shield or casing for modernizing bathtubs 
of the type having a curved rim around the top 
of the tub defining an annular recess, comprising 
a shroud of sheet metal or analogous material COW 
ering the sides of the tub with the upper edge of 
the Shroud projecting into said recess, means 
anchoring said shroud to the floor on which the 
tub rests, said shroud at one end of the tub ter 
minating in free edge flanges substantially per 
pendicular to the floor, and an end panel in the 
form of a hood having edges complementary to 
the perpendicular edges of said shroud and se 
cured to the latter and sustaining and stiffen 
ing the shroud, said end panel affording access 
to plumbing. 
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