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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, CoNRAD G. BURKHARDT, 

of Chicago, in the county of Cook and State 
of Illinois, have invented certain new and use 

5 ful Improvements in Door-Fastenings; and I 
do hereby declare that the following is a full, 
clear, and exact description of the invention, 
which will enable others skilled in the art to 
which it appertains to make and use the same, 

To reference being had to the accompanying draw 
ings, and to letters of reference marked there. 
on, which form a part of this specification. 
The object of my invention is to furnish a se 

cure fastening for heavy doors, whether swing 
I5 ing or sliding-one which can afford a tempo 

rary or permanent fastening, as desired. This 
I accomplish by means of a latch pivoted at 
one end, and having lugs projecting laterally 
from the other end, which drop into a catch so 

20 constructed that the lug passes between the 
walls of a head in which are made eyes corre 
sponding to a similar eye in the lug, through 
which the bow of a padlock is passed to se 
cure the same. 

25. In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 
view, Fig. 2 is a side elevation, and Fig. 3 is 
a front elevation, of my invention. 

In the drawings, A represents a latch piv 
oted at a to a door, and provided near its free 

3o end with a lug, B, having an eye, b. This 
latch drops down upon the shoulder c of the 
catch C, the lug B, projecting from said latch, 
passing between the vertical walls did of the 
head D, which forms the upper portion of the 

35 catch above the shoulder c. Below the shoul 
der c the catch is flattened out, forming an ex 
tension having apertures, through which bolts 
or nails pass to secure the same in position. 
The wall d is provided with an eye, e, prefer. 
ably a little greater in diameter than the eye 
b, which, when in position, should be immedi 
ately opposite to and open into the eye e, so 
that the bow of a padlock can be conveniently 
passed through both. The wall d" may be 

45 similar to d, or it may be cut away, as shown 
in Fig. 1, in both of which cases the two walls 
would be connected at their extremities by a 
piece, g’. If desired, however, the wall d' 
may be entirely dispensed with, it serving 

. So principally the purpose of a guide for the lug 

B. These two parts-namely, the latch A and 
the catch C-may be placed one on the door 
and the other on the door-frame, or vice versa, 
in case of single doors, or one on each door in 
the case of double doors. Whether used to 55 
operate to the right or left is immaterial, as 
the latch does both effectually: 
My invention is especially adapted to freight 

car doors, and as in such cars it is often de 
sirable to provide means for ventilation with- 6o 
out unlocking the same I extend the latch, and 
add one or more lugs similar to the lug B, as 
shown in dotted lines in Fig. 1. 
When it is desired to lock the door the lug 

nearest the pivotal point of the latch is dropped 65 
into the head and fastened, as hereinbefore 
explained, and when it is desired to ventilate 
the car by having the doors slightly ajar, one 
of the lugs farthest from the pivotal point is 
utilized. This feature of the invention is an 7 O 
important one-e.g., where perishable freight 
is carried and it is absolutely necessary to ven 
tilate the same. 

It will also be obvious that my invention 
can be utilized as an ordinary drop-latch merely 75 
to keep the door closed, and at the same time 
possess the facilities for locking the same, if 
need be. 
What I claim as new, and desire to secure by 

Letters Patent, is- 8o 
1. A latch or fastening for sliding or swing 

ing doors, consisting of a latch having lugs 
projecting from near the free end thereof, and 
a catch having a shoulder on which said latch 
drops, and a head between the walls of which 85 
said lug passes, as hereinbefore set forth. 

2. The combination of a latch having lugs 
projecting therefrom, which have eyes or aper 
tures, as shown, with a catch having a head, 
in the walls of which are apertures correspond 
ing with and opening into those in the lug, 
substantially as and for the purpose specified. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own I hereunto affix my signature in pres 
ence of two witnesses. 

CONRAD G. BURKEARDT. 
Witnesses: . 

JAMEs E. Coy'NE, 
FRANK D. THOMASON. 
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