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3 Claims. 

This invention relates to an improvement in 
voting machines and more particularly to the 
provision of a party lever therefore. 

All voting machines are necessarily provided 
With Some means for voting a straight party 
ticket. In the majority of machines a party le 
ver, located adjacent one end of a party row of 
vote indicators, is provided for this purpose. 
This lever is adapted to increase the speed of 
party voting by actuating all indicators in a 
party row and eliminating the necessity of indi 
vidual manipulation of each candidate indicator. 
Due to the fact that a great number of voters fail 
to understand the simple use of voting machines 
and attempt to cast votes in a manner contrary 
to specific instructions, voting machines today, 
although provided with many safety devices for 
the prevention of erroneous voting, are constant 
ly subjected to misuse and structural abuse. 
Misuse generally occurs when a voter attempts 
to force a locked candidate indicator or party 
lever into voting position after having improperly 
manipulated other indicators or another party 
lever. 
The present invention is directed to the pro 

vision of means by which to prevent damage to 
the mechanism of a voting machine through im 
proper use of a party lever. In order to actuate 
all candidate indicators in a party row through 
the use of a party lever, said lever must be con 
siderably larger, stronger, and have greater le 
verage than any of the candidate indicators. 
Consequently, when a voter attempts to im 
properly manipulate a party lever, due to the 
size thereof, sufficient leverage is provided by 
which he may damage or break that part of the 
mechanism of the voting machine which is 
locked against voting. This occurs either by 
prior set up of the machine or erroneous manip 
ulation of individual indicators thereon. To pre 
vent this, applicant provides a party lever which 
may be manipulated under any and all circum 
stances and yet will only actuate a party row of 
indicators when said indicators are released and 
the party vote is being properly cast. 
One of the objects of the invention lies in the 

provision of a party lever which will simultane 
ously actuate candidate indicators in a party 
row for the purpose of enabling a voter to quick 
ly and easily cast a straight party ballot. 
Another object of the invention lies in the 

provision of a party lever which may be actuated 
by a voter without actuating the party row indi 
cators, when any indicators in another party 
row have previously been actuated. 

(CI. 235-55) 
Another object of the invention lies in the 

provision of means for connecting a party lever 
with a party bar, the means being yieldable and 
serving to absorb movement of the party lever 
instead of transmitting this movement to the 
party indicators when said indicators are locked 
by erroneous balloting on the part of a voter. 

Other, and further objects of the invention 
will be more fully understood from a considera 
tion of the following specification taken in con 
junction with the accompanying drawing and in 
Which Fig. 1 is a fragmentary front elevation of a 
voting machine showing a party lever and Sew 
eral candidate indicators in a party roW; 

Fig. 2 is a horizontal sectional view taken Sub 
stantially on the line 2-2 of Figure 1 and shows 
connection of the party lever with the party 
bar and candidate indicators; 

Fig. 3 is a view similar to Figure 2 and shows 
the party lever manipulated. When the party bar 
is locked against movement; 

Fig. 4 is a rear view of the party lever show 
ing the interior structure thereof; and 

Fig. 5 is a vertical sectional view taken Sub 
stantially on the line 5-5 of Figure 4 and shows 
the pivotal support for the lever. 

Referring to the drawing, the reference nu 
meral () is employed to generally indicate a 
portion of the face of a voting machine, embody 
ing one form of this invention. Secured to the 
face of the machine is a guide in which is 
located a candidate strip 2. Directly above 
each candidate's named is located a candidate 
indicator 3 Which is mounted in any Suitable 
manner on the machine. A shaft 4, forming 
a part of the indicator f3, is fitted with an arm 
5. The arm 5 Supports one end of an inter 

locking strap f6, and is also provided with a lug 
7 which may engage a slidable bar 9. This 

bar is known as the party bar and has connec 
tion with a lug 7 on each indicator in a party 
row and, under certain conditions, is adapted 
to be moved to actuate all candidate indicators 
in the party roW. The bar is mounted for lateral 
movement on the rear face of the machine in any 
suitable manner not shown, as for example, by 
the provision of pins. On the machine projecting 
through slots in the bar. Inasmuch as the type 
of indicator and the Specific means of connect 
ing the indicator arm. With the party bar forms 
no part of the invention, further description 
thereof is believed unnecessary. 

Secured in any suitable manner to the face of 
the machine, adjacent the row of indicators 3, 
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2 
is a bracket 20. This bracket is generally U 
Shaped and formed with an opening 2 in the 
base wall 22 thereof, the opening coinciding with 
an opening 23 in the front wall of the machine. 
A partly lever 25 is mounted for pivotal move 
ment on the bracket 20. This lever is generally 
channel shaped and terminates at its free end 
26 in a reinforced portion to which a knob. 27 is 
Suitably Secured. The front face 28 or base Wall 
Of the channel shaped lever, is made With a slot 
30 through which a card bearing the party name 
may be visible. This card is held in place in any 
Suitable manner, as by a spring plate 3, which 
conforms to the contour of the wall 28 and is se 
cured at one end by a rivet 32. Substantially 
midway of the ends of the lever is a pin 33, which 
terminates in the top and bottom Walls thereof. 
It will be noted that the top and bottom Walls of 
the lever increase in width from the knob. 27 to 
the other end to provide a compartment 34 for 
a plate 35. A bushing 36 is located in the com 
partment 34, being Secured to the upper and lower 
walls thereof. A shaft 3: Secured to the side 
Walls of the bracket 2 projects through the bush 
ing 36 and mounts the lever 25 for pivotal move 
ment in a horizontal plane. On the bushing 36 is 
a spacer 39. Encircling the spacer is a coiled 
Spring 40 having a terminal 4 engaged with pin 
33 and a further terminal 43 projecting into an 
opening provided therefore in the plate 35. It 
is to be noted that the spring 40 encircles the 
spacer 39 in a clockwise manner. The plate 35 is 
made with an opening A4 through which bushing 
36 projects to support said plate for pivotal move 
ment with respect to the lever 25. Referring to 
Figure 5, it will be noted that spacer 39 and plate 
35 occupy the space between the top and bottom 
walls of the channel shaped lever 25. An arm 46 
projects from an edge of the plate 35 and is 
caused by tension of spring 40 to contact pin 33 
on the side opposite from terminal 4 of said 
Spring. The plate 35 is provided with a finger 47 
which projects through opening 2 of bracket 20 
and opening 23 of the front wall of the machine. 
The party bar 9, is formed with an opening 48 
in which to receive the finger 4 of plate 35. 

For a full understanding of the operation of 
the invention it is assumed that a voter desires 
to cast a straight party ballot, and that said voter 
has not manipulated any other party lever or any 
indicators. The voter grasps knob. 27 and Swings 
the lever outwardly from the face of the machine 
to the position shown in Figure 3, wherein the 
walls of the lever contact the face of the machine 
and act as a stop to further pivotal movement. 
The only connection between the party lever 25 
and plate S5 is through spring 40, and since the 
tension of this spring is greater than any friction 
of party bar 9 and the candidate indicators con 
nected therewith, said spring Will cause plate 35 
to pivot with lever 25. Consequently, the finger 
47 will move party bar f9, and said bar Will in 
turn move candidate indicators 3 into voted 
position. The spring 40 normally urges arm 46 
into contact with pin 34 and, thus when lever 
25 is returned to non-voting position, plate 35 Will 
rotate about pin 37 as one with the party lever. 

It is now to be assumed that a voter has erron 
eously manipulated one or more indicators in 
another party row or another party lever, and 

2,115,849 
then desires to vote a straight party ticket by 
manipulating the party lever 25. As heretofore 
explained, all voting machines are provided With 
locking devices which prevent improper voting, 
and inasmuch as the voter in question has al 
ready cast a ballot in another party, he is not 
entitled to vote another straight party ticket, 
Since Some of the candidates would thereby re 
ceive two votes. However, not knowing that this 
cannot be done, he manipulates the party lever 
25. In this instance, the party bar 9 locks plate 
35 against rotation through engagement with 
finger 47. The party lever, however, being en 
gaged with plate 35 only through spring 40, may 
be moved to the position shown in Figure 3 and 
spring 40 will take up this movement, this figure 
showing the position of the party lever under 
these conditions. It will be understood that Sufi 
cient force could be applied to move the party 
bar 9 and actuate indicators 3 even though 
they were locked, but that this would result in 
damage to the locking mechanism as Well as 
other parts of the machine. The tension of 
spring 40, therefore, is only sufficient to cause 
plate 35 to rotate as one with lever 25 to overcone 
the ordinary friction involved in moving party 
bar 9 and indicators 3, but the tension of Said 
Spring is insufficient to move said bar and indi 
cators when they are locked against movement. 
Although applicant has shown and described 

only one modification of the invention, it will 
be apparent to those skilled in the art that other 
modifications or adaptations of a lever for a 
voting machine may be made without departing 
from the spirit and Scope of the invention as de 
fined in the hereunto annexed claims. 
Having thus set forth liny invention What I 

claim as new and for which i desire protection 
by Letters Patent is:- 

1. In a voting machine having a horizontally 
arranged row. of candidate indicators, a lever 
mounted for pivotal movement on said machine 
adjacent said row of indicators, a bar connected 
with and adapted to actuate said indicators, piv 
otal means engaged with and adapted to actuate 
said bar, said pivotal means having yieldable 
connection with said lever and Serving to prevent 
transmission of movement of said lever to Said 
bar under predetermined conditions. 
2. In a voting machine having a horizontally 

arranged row of candidate indicators, a lever 
mounted for pivotal movement. On Said machine, 
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a bar connected with and adapted to actuate . 
said indicators, and means yieldingly connecting 
said lever with said bar, said means being adapted 
to absorb movement of said lever and prevent 
forced movement of said bar and Said indicators 
when said indicators are locked. 

3. In a voting machine having a horizontally 
arranged row of candidate indicators, a lever, a 
bracket on the face of Said machine mounting 
said lever for pivotal movement, a bai' connected 
with and adapted to actuate said indicators, 
means in said lever connected with said bar, Said 
means having spring connection with said lever 
whereby movement of said lever may be absorbed 
to prevent forced movement of said bar and said 
indicators when said indicators aire locked. 
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