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ing said top sheet without passing into en 
gagement with the pile, and suction means 
for drawing said top sheet further away 
from the second sheet and away from said 
first drawing means, causing said top sheet 
to be flexit to assist in its separation from 
the second sheet if the latter has adhered 
to the top sheet. 

2. In sheet separating mechanism, the 
combination of a blower for "fluffing” a pile 
of sheet material, a suction foot for draw 
ing the top sheet away from the second sheet 
and holding said top sheet, and suction 
means for drawing said top sheet further 
away from the second sheet and away from 
said suction foot, causing said top sheet to 
be flexed to assist in its separation from the 
second sheet if the latter has adhered to the 
top sheet. 

3. In sheet Separating mechanism, the 
connbination of means for "fluffing” a pile 
of sheet laterial, a suction foot for draw 
ing said top sheet away from the second 
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sheet and holding said top sheet, said sue 
tion foot, having its bottom portion inclined ; 
with respect to the top surface of the 
for increasing the distance between the töp 
and second sheets, and means for drawing 
said top sheet further away from the second 
sheet and away from said suction foots caus- : 
ing said top sheet to be flexed to assist ia 
its separation from the second sheet if the 
latter has adhered to the top sheet. 

4. In sheet separating mechanism, the 
combination of means for “fiuffing a 
of sheet material, and a plurality of suction 
members which operate on the top sheet for 
separating it from the secoid sheet, said 
suction members acting in succession and 
one of said suction members withdrawing 
said top sheet froin another of said suction 
members preparatory to the sheet, being com 
pletely withdrawn from the pile. 
Signed at Chicago, Illinois, this 2Stir day 

of December, 1921. * 
CARI, AENDERSON. 
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