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Lo all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Joux Racoxa, a sub-
ject of the King of Italy, residing in the
borough of Manhattan, in the city, county,
and State of New York, have invented new
and useful Improvements in Supports for
Piano Music-Desks, of which the following
is a specification, reference being had to the
accompanying drawing, which forms a part
thereof.

This invention relates to a support for the
music - desks of upright piancs, and more
particularly to one whereby the music-desk
can be swumg or tilted from a vertical to an
inclined position and vice versa.

The main object of this invention is to
adapt a one piece hook-member, preferably
of metal, which can easily and quickly be at-
tached or screwed to the music-desk; at the
same time obtaining accuracy in locating
said hook-member always at a constant and
required position both in relation to the pi-
ano and on the music-desk upon which it is
mounted. This object is very desirable
where large quantities of such members are
mounted.

A still further object is to provide a sup-
port ‘of this character whereby the music-
desk will lock positively both when in its
vertical position and when in its inclined
position.

A still further object is to provide a sup-
port of this character whereby the music-
desk will swing or ride to a vertical or in-
clined position as smoothly as possible, with
the least possibility of displacement, and
with the least effort on the part of the oper-
ator.

I attain these objects by the elements
illustrated in the drawing, in which—

Figure 1 shows a vertical section of an
upright piano case, together with an em-
bodiment of the invention; Fig. 2 shows a
side view of a support of this character, the
hoole-member being screwed on to the mu-
sic-desk and in the inclined position; Fig.
8 shows the front view of the hook-member;
and I'ig. 4 shows a similar view as Fig. 2,
and with the music-desk in a vertical posi-
tion.

Similar letters refer to similar parts
throughout the several views.

A denotes the main casing of an upright
piano, and B the music-desk thereof. When
not in use, the music-desk normally lies in a
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vertical position, as shown in Figs. 1 and 4;
when in use, said music-desk 1s tilted or
swung te an inclined position, as shewn in
Fig. 2. This is attained by forwardly pull-
ing the lower portion of the musie - desk,
generally by means of knobs, as 11; after
which movement, music sheets or books can
be placed on the shelf provided for that pur-
pose at the bottom of the music-desk, and
said sheets will lie against the face of the in-
clined music-desk.

The members 1 and 2 arve screws (wooden
pins may be used) fixed to the inner face of
the upright side, 12, of the piano case; they
project from said face a suitable length.
Screw 1 is used for the pivotal support
whereon the hook-member C with the musie-
desk B swings; screw 2 is used for the lock-
ing support which locks the hook-member C
with the music-desk, both when in the verti-
cal position and when in the inclined posi-
tion. The hook-member C has a straight
back with two or more perforations for the
insertion of screws 3, when said member is
to be fixed to the music desk. The upper
portion of the member C is bent in the form
of a hook to be used as a bearing upon the
screw 1. The end of the short arm 4 is
curved as at 5; the purpose of this being to
aid the hooking of the member C on the
screw 1 whenever the music-desk, after hav-
ing been removed from the piano, is again
placed in position on the piano. The length
of the short arm 4 permits sufficient vertical
movement of the bearing, of the member C,
in relation to the screw 1, when the music-
desk is tilted. The lower portion of said
hook-member is bent at 6, at a slightly ob-
tuse angle, projecting as a straight arm 7
the end of whici slightly turns up at 8 and
then is bent at 9 forming a small hook with
the finger 10. The curve 6 is so bent that
when the music-desk is in a vertical posi-
tion, the serew 2 will snugly fit in the space
left by said curve and the music-desk, there-
by locking the music-desk in that position.
(See Fig. 4.)

The operation of the hook-member C on
the supports 1 and 2, when swinging or tilt-
ing the music-desk B, can be readily under-
stcod from the drawing. When the music-
desk is tilted from a vertical to an inclined
position, the curve 6 slides over the screw 2,
then the straight portion 7 and curve 8
smoothly ride over said screw until the
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crve 9 hooks and locks thereon; the end 10
Leing used for limiting the outward travel
of the music-desk. Tt can be seen that dur-
ing the above movement the music-desk is
slightly and vertically raised, as shown in
Fig. 2. Tt is understood that two of such
Look-members, one at each end of the music-
desk, are used, and likewise two pairs of
supporting screws as 1 and 2.

I am aware of the fact that other devices,
somewhat similar to the above have been
used or employed, also aiming at the same
previously mentioned objects; and the main
feature of this invention is, therefore, to ap-
proach perfection in the said mentioned ob-
jects.

What T claim is:

1. In a piano, in combination, the music-
desk, the fixed pivotal support 1, the fixed
locking support 2, and a one piece hook-
member mounted on said music-desk and
having its upper portion bent and bearing
on said fixed pivotal support and permitting
a vertical movement of said music-desk in
addition to its swinging movement, the
lower portion of said hook-member being
bent and adapted to slide over said fixed
locking support and lock thereon said musie-
desk, Dboth, when in a vertical position and

when in an inclined position, and to limit |

the outward travel of said music-desk, sub-
stantially as described.

2. In a piano, in combination, the music-
desk. o fixed pivetal support, a fixed lock-
ing support, and a one piece hook-member
mounted on said music-desk and having its
upper portion bent into a vertically elon-
gated hook bearing on said fixed pivotal
support and permitting a vertical movement
of said music-desk in addition to its swing-
ing movement, the lower portion of said
hook-member being bent and adapted to
lock with the fixed locking support said
music-desk when in a vertical position, to
shide over said fixed locking support and
-ause said musie-desk to rise vertically while
moving to an inclined position, and to lock
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same in said raised and inclined position,
substantially as described.

3. In a piano, in combination, the music-
desk, the fixed pivotal support 1, the fixed
locking support 2, and a one piece hook-
member mounted on said music-desk and
having its upper portion bent and bearing
on said fixed pivotal support and permitting
a vertical movement to said music-desk in
addition to its swinging movement, the
lower portion of said hook-member being

- shaped to have a curved bend, as at 6, for

locking with the fixed locking support said
music-desk when in a vertical position, said
curved bend being prolonged into an arm,
as at 7, having its end bent into a hook, as
at 8, 9 and 10, for the purpose of sliding
over said fived locking support and causing
said music-desk to rige vertically while mov-
ing to an inclined position, for limiting the
outward ftravel thereof, and for locking
same in said raised and inclined position,
substantially as described.

4. In a plano, in combination, the music-
desk, the fixed pivotal support 1, the fixed
locking support 2, and a one piece hook-
member mounted en said music-desk and
having its upper portion bent into a ver-
tically elongated hook, as at 4, bearing on
said fixed pivotal support and for permit-
ting a vertical movement of said music-desk
in addition to its swinging movement, the
end of said bearing being curved, as at 5, to
aid the hooking of same on the fixed pivota
support, the lower portion of said hook-
member being bent and adapted to slide over
said fixed locking support and lock thereon
said musie-desk both when in a vertical po-
sition and when in an inclined position.

Tn witness whereof I have hereunto af-
fixed my signatuve in the presence of two
witnesses.

JOHN RAGONA.

Witnesses:

Wirtiasr Racows,
Sarvatore CIIISARL

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”
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