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To all whom it may concert: 
Be it known that I, LOUIS L. BUFFHAM, of 

Racine, in the county of Racine and State 
of Wisconsin, have invented a new and use 
ful Improvement in Vehicle-Pole Supports, of 
which the following is a description, reference 
being had to the accompanying drawings, 
Which are a part of this specification. 
Myinvention has relation to improvements 

in vehicle-poles particularly adapted for use 
in vehicles employing a hound or circle-bar, 
to which the tongue or pole is attached, in 
stead of being secured directly to the axle. 
In the ordinary form wherein a circle-bar or 
hound is employed the rear end of the metal 
lic pole-socket or the rear end of the pole 
where the same engages directly is straight 
or continuous, as contradistinguished from a 
split or bifurcated end, and is secured to the 
center of the circle-bar or hound. This form 
in practice has been found open to objection 
in view of the fact that the strain is all con 
centrated at one point-viz., at the rear end of 
the tongue socket or pole or against the cen 
tral point of the circle-bar or hound, as the 
case may be-in many cases resulting in dam 
age to the bar by bending and twisting or 
even breaking thereof. Especially has this 
been found to be true when the vehicle is 
backed, as then the pressure and strain are 
brought to bear directly, resulting, as stated, 
oftentimes in breakage or damage to the parts 
affected by the strain. 

It is therefore the object of my invention 
35 to overcome the above-pointed-out objection; 

and With this end in view the invention con 
sists in the improved construction and com 
bination of parts, as hereinafter more fully 
pointed out and described. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 

a plan view of my improved device. Fig. 2 
is a side elevation, partly in section, as indi 
cated by line 22, Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a cross 
section on the line 33 of Fig. 2; and Fig. 4 is 
a cross-section on the line 4 4, same figure. 

Like letters of reference refer to like parts 
throughout the several views. 

Referring to the drawings, the letter Ain 
dicates the vehicle pole orthill, B the hollow 
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pole-socket, C the circle-bar or hound, and 5o 
D oblique braces connecting the said circle 
bar with the rear end of the tongue, these 
parts constituting the principal elements or 
constituent members of my invention. 
The pole-socket is composed of upper and 

lower metallic pieces b b', divided at their 
rear ends, so as to form, respectively, the reg 
istering bifurcations b” b°. The upper me 
tallic piece is bent to form the depending 
flanges b, and it is further provided with a 
forwardly-extendingtonguet, which is bolted 
securely to the pole of the vehicle. The bot 
tom piece b' is made to conform to the shape 
of the upper part and is held against the 
edges of the flanges thereof by means of bolts 
E, passing vertically through the parts, the 
lower ends of the bolts receiving locking-nuts. 
At their extremities the bifurcated parts are 
bent slightly inward, so as to approach the 
circle-bar in approximately a straight line 
and thereby engage the same squarely. Lips 
or extensions b°project from the rear extremi 
ties of the furcated parts of the upper plate, 
and annular registering lips or projections b 
extend in a similar manner from the lower 
plate. This latter, however, it is to be stated, 
is preferably composed of spring-steel or other 
yielding metal, so that itslips will have a cer 
tain give or yielding motion. The register 
ing projections or lips of the two plates form 
clips which embrace the circle-bar or hound 
and are secured thereto by means of bolts F, 
passing therethrough. By dividing the rear 
end of the tongue-socket in the manner pre 
viously pointed out it is clear that the con 
struction is greatly strengthened, while the 
force, instead of being applied at one point 
only, is diverged and the strain thus equal 
ized. It is further to be noted that by em 
ploying the under plate of spring metal the 
angular lip at the rear end thereofisadapted to 
yield, whereby the clip maybe readily brought 
together and made to accurately fit circle-bars 
of different thicknesses. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent, is 
A socket for vehicle poles or tongues, con 

55 

75 

90 

95 

  



sisting of an upper concave plate having a 
divided or bifurcated rear portion, the ex 
tremities of the arms formed thereby being 
provided with projections or lips, and a lower 
plate registering therewith and also having 
the ends of its rear arms provided with angu 
lar spring projections or lips, substantially 
as set forth. 
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In testimony whereof Iaffix my signature in 
presence of two witnesses. 

LOUISL. BUFEHAM. 

Witnesses: 
WM. T. BUFFHAM, 
W.M. K. BUFFHAM. 

  


