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This invention relates to a rural route mailbox and
more particularly to a signal device operative on said
mailbox when the door of the mailbox is opened.

The principal object of the invention is the provision
of a mailbox signal that acts to indicate the fact that the
door of the mailbox has been opened and mail deposited
therein.

A further object of the invention is the provision of
a mailbox signal of simple inexpensive construction that
may be easily applied to new and existing mailboxes.

A further object of the invention is the provision of a
mailbox signal comprising a device pivotally affixed to
the mailbox and arranged so that opening the door of
the mailbox will move the device to a different position.

A further object of the invention is the provision of
a mailbox signal that will automatically and unfailingly
indicate the fact that the mailbox door has been opened
and mail deposited therein.

The mailbox signal disclosed herein comprises an im-
provement in the art relating to such devices and is so
formed that it can be easily attached to all existing mail-
boxes and used to indicate the opening of the mailbox
door. The mailbox signal comprises primarily a signal
“flag” section which is hinged to the mailbox and nor-
mally held in position against the mailbox by a permanent
magnet. Opening the mailbox door acts to move the
signal flag away from the magnet so that it will swing
downwardly to a clearly visible position. The signal
flag may be reset for subsequent action by moving it
back into its initial position adjacent the closed mailbox
door where the permanent magnet will again hold it until
the next time the mailbox door is opened.

With the foregoing and other objects in view will ap-
pear as the description proceeds, the invention resides in
the combination and arrangement of parts and in the de-
tails of construction hereinafter described and claimed,
it being the intention to cover all changes and modifica-
tions of the example of the invention herein chosen for
purposes of the disclosure, which do not constitute de-
partures from the spirit and scope of the invention.

The invention is illustrated in the accompanying draw-
ing, wherein:

FIGURE 1 is a front view of a mailbox showing the
mailbox signal thereon.

FIGURE 2 is a side view of a mailbox with parts
broken away and parts in cross section and showing the
mailbox signal.

FIGURE 3 is a side view of the mailbox with the door
in partly open position and the signal in visible position.

FIGURE 4 is an enlarged detail of a portion of the
mailbox signal shown in FIGURE 2.

FIGURE 5 is an end section on line 5—5 of FIG-
URE 4.

FIGURE 6 is a side view of a mailbox with parts
broken away and parts in cross section showing a modi-
fied form of the invention.

FIGURE 7 is an enlarged cross sectional detail of a
portion of the modified device shown in FIGURE 6.

By referring to the drawings and FIGURES 1 and 2
in particular it will be seen that a mail box 10 has been
disclosed which has a door 11 on one end thereof and
that the door 11 is provided with a friction catch mem-
ber 12 which is adapted to engage a friction catch mem-
ber 13 attached to the mailbox 16 as will be understood
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by those skilled in the art. The mailbox 10 has a bot-
tom 14 therein and the door 11 has an opening 15 therein
near the lower central portion thereof. A hinge 16
secures the bottom of the door 11 to the forward edge
of the bottom 14 of the mailbox 18. A second hinge
17 attached to the bottom of the door 11 positions a
signal member 18 in movable relation to the door 11 and
so that the signal member 18 can be positioned vertically
immediately adjacent the front of the door 11 as shown
in FIGURES 1 and 2 of the drawings. A mounting
block 19 is positioned on the bottom 14 of the mailbox
by fasteners 28 as best seen in FIGURES 2, 4 and 5.
The mounting block 19 is preferably formed of a dielec- .
tric material such as molded plastic and has a horizontal
opening 21 therethrough in which a sleeve 22 holding a
permanent magnet 23 is positioned. A set screw 24 is
positioned in the mounting block 19 and engaged against
the sleeve 22 and permanent magnet 23 to hold the same
in desirable position relative thereto and so that the outer-
most end of the permanent magnet 23 is engaged in the
opening 15 in the door 11 and in contact with the signal
member 8. The signal member 18 is formed of ferrous
metal so that it will be held by the magnet 23 in the
position shown in FIGURES 1 and 2. By referring now
to FIGURE 3 it will be observed that when the door i1
is opened as by the mailman positioning mail in the maii-
box 10, the movement of the door i1 will move the
signal member 18, which is pivoted thereto, away from
the magnet 23 and at the same time so position the signal
member 18 so that it will swing downwardly into signal-
ing position beneath the door i1 and the mailbox 1% as
shown in FIGURE 3.

The closing of the door 11 will not affect the depend-
ing position of the signal member 18 and the same will
therefore remain in depending relation to the mailbox
19 and the door 11 thereby indicating that mail has been
positioned in the mailbox. When the mail is removed
from the mailbox and the door i1 again closed, the
signal member 18 is manually moved to its initial vertical
position where it will again engage the magnet 23 and
be held in vertical position immediately adjacent the
mailbox door 11.

Those skilled in the art will observe that modifications
in the invention may be made and that one such modifi-
cation comprises the moving of the signal member or flag
from the front of the mailbox to another location there-
on; for example, in FIGURES 6 and 7 of the drawings
such a modification is illustrated and by referring thereto
it will be seen that 'a mailbox 25 having a door 26 hinged
thereto by a hinge 27 is disclosed and wherein the mail-
box 25 has a bottom 28 and a back panel 29. The back
panel 29 is provided with an opening 39 in which an an-
nular sealing member 31 is positioned. A block 32 of
dielectric material such as plastic is mounted in the mail-
box 25 on the bottom 28 by fasteners 33. An opening
34 is positioned horizontally through the block 32 and
a magnet 35 positioned in a carrier 34 is slidably mounted
in the opening 34. A coil spring 37 is positioned be-
tween the carrier 36 and a shouider in the block 32 and
a flexible cable or rod 38 is attached to the magnet car-
rier 36 and extended through a tube 39 which is posi-
tioned on the bottom. 28 of the mailbox. The tube 39
extends to a point adjacent the door 26 and the opposite
end of the flexible cable or rod 38 is attached to a clamp
49 which in turn is affixed to the door 26. A signal
member 41 is affixed to the mailbox 25 by a hinge 42
in a position immediately adjacent the end of the mag-
net 35. The magnet 35 normally holds the signal mem-
ber 31 in vertical position adjacent the back panel 32
of the mailbox. At such time as the mailbox door 26
is opened by the mailman in putting mail in the mailbox
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the cable 38 attached to the door 26 is moved thereby
and moves the magnet carrier 36 and the magnet 35-in-
wardly of the mailbox 25 and away from the signal mem-
ber 41 which is therefore freed and swings downwardly
into depending signaling position’ below the mailbox.

Tt will thus be seen that the modified form of the in-
vention like the preferred form shown in FIGURES 1
through 5 of the drawings results in the operation of a
signaling device which enables a person to determine
that mail has been placed in the mailbox.

It will thus be seen that the mailbox signal disclosed
herein meets the several objects of the invention and
having thus described my invention what I claim is:

1. In a rural mailbox comprising a housing open at
one end and provided at said open end with a hingedly
mounted downwardly and outwardly swingable closing
apertured door, a signal member comprising a flat ferrous
metal member normally positioned vertically against the
exterior of said apertured door and hinged at its bottom-
most edge to said apertured door, a permanent magnet
positioned in said mailbox adjacent said door and having
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a portion thereof engaged in said aperture in said door
and touching said flat ferrous metal member and normally
holding said flat ferrous metal member in said vertical
position whereby upon the opening of said door said flat
ferrous metal member will be moved away from said
magnet and thereby caused to swing outwardly and
downwardly.

2. The rural mailbox set forth in claim 1 and wherein
a mounting block is positioned in said mailbox adjacent
said door and said permanent magnet is adjustably posi-
tioned in said mounting block for movement toward and
away from said door and in alignment with said aperture
therein,
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