
Jan. 17, 1961 F. D. HOFFMAN, JR 2,968,339 
RECLINING CHAIR WITH ADJUSTABLE OTTOMAN BRACKET 

Filed Sept. 18, 1957 --- 2 Sheets-Sheet 1 

Z6 

INVENTOR 

Z2 /72%2/72/72%2c2 

BY t Bourne A494.6 9. 
aeoleeves-e1 ATTORNEYS 

  

  



F. D. HOFFMAN, JR 2,968,339 
RECLINING CHAIR WITH ADJUSTABLE OTTOMAN BRACKET 

Filed Sept. 18, 1957 

Jan. 17, 1961 

2 Sheets-Sheet 2 

INVENTOR 

17272/22/22%22e2. 

BY tea des 
ATTORNEYS 

    



2,968,339 
Patented Jan. 17, 1961 United States Patent Office 

1 
2,968,339, 

RECELENENG CHAIR WITH ADJUSTABLE 
“risis oTTOMAN BRACKET -- - - 

Frank D. Hoffman, Jr., High Point, N.C., assignor. to 
General Steel Products Company, Inc., High Point, 
N.C., a corpora North Carolina - - - 

Filed Sept. 18, 1957, Ser. No. 684,791 
3. Claims. (CI. 155-106) 

This invention relates to reclining chairs, and more par 
ticularly to reclining chairs having adjustable ottoman 
brackets. . . . . . . . 
Many reclining chairs have been developed with leg 

rests having an upward and forward movement coordi 
nated with the movement of the chair. In most reclining 
chairs however, the leg rest is fixed on the operating 
linkage, limiting the movement of the leg rest indepen: 
dently of the linkage. The desirable feature of adjust 
ability in accordance with the desires of the occupant of 
the chair is therefore lacking. . . . . . . . . . . Y. . . . . 

An important object of this invention is to provide an 
ottoman bracket which is adjustable independently of the 
operating linkage. ... 

Another object of this invention is to provide an ad 
justable ottoman bracket having movement about its pivot 
which may be regulated in accordance with the require 
ments and desires-of-the individual. ' it is 

In attaining these objects, one feature of the invention 
resides in the arrangement of a reclining chair having a 
reclining member which is movable with respect to the 
stationary framework and an adjustable ottoman carried 
by a linkage connected to the reclining member and the 
stationary framework so that movement of the reclining 
member to reclining position extends the adjustable, otto 
man to a position upward and forwardly of the chair. 
Stops control the ottoman so that in retracted position 
the bracket extends vertically in front of the chair to 
form a front panel. Other stops limit adjustment of the 
ottoman about its pivot point relative to its supporting 
linkage when in extended position. 
These and other objects and advantages of the inven 

tion will become apparent from the following specification 
and drawings wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a sectional side view of the reclining chair em 
bodying the invention in its preferred form; 

Fig. 2 is a sectional side view of the reclining chair 
shown in Fig. 1 with one of the operating linkages of 
the chair and adjustable ottoman brackets fully extended; 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged top view of one of the operating 
linkages shown in Fig. 1; 

Fig. 4 is an enlarged side view of one of the operating 
linkages and adjustable brackets shown in Fig. 1, with 
the adjustable ottoman bracket shown in both its normal 
and retracted position. 
The reclining chair generally indicated at 10, has a sta 

tionary framework 12 and a reclining member 14 includ 
ing seat 16 and a back 18 which are rigidly connected 
and operate as a unit. Attached to the stationary frame 
work 12 is a substantially horizontally extending bracket 
20, preferably of metal construction, extending from the 
front to the rear of the chair intermediate the height of 
the stationary framework. A second metal bracket 22 
carries a depending arm 24 pivoted to bracket 20 by pin 
26 at its end. Reclining member 14 is supported by 
bracket 20 for pivotal movement relative to the station 
ary framework 12. 
The linkage system and the frictional resistance ad 

2. 
justment is similar to that shown in my copending patent 
application Ser. No. 572,346. It will be understood that 
in describing the operating linkage and ottoman bracket, 
that there are two such linkage systems and brackets dis 

5 posed within the framework one on each side of the 
chair. Included in this operating linkage is a lever 28 
which is pivoted at 30 to the front end of bracket 20. 
Rigidly secured to lever 28 and extending perpendicu 
larly from it is a crank arm 32 acting, with lever 28, 
as a bell crank, 

Transmitting movement of the reclining member 14 to 
lever 28 is an actuating link 36 which is pivoted at 38 
to the front of bracket 22. The opposite end of link 36 
is pivoted at 40, to crank arm 32. Pivoted at 42 to the 
end of lever 28, is another lever 44 with its opposite end pivoted at 46 to ottoman supporting link 48. A lever 
50 is pivoted at 52 to lever 44 intermediate its own length 
and also intermediate the length of lever 44. Pivoted to 
the outer end of link 50 at 54 and to the end of ottoman 
supporting link48 at 56 is a link 58. A lever 60 is piv 
oted at 62 to lever 28 intermediate its own length and 
also intermediate the length of lever 28. One end of 
lever 60, is pivoted to an end of lever 50 at 64 and the 
other end of lever 60 projects beyond lever 28 and is 
pivoted at 66, to an end of a guide link 68. The opposite 
ind of guide link 68 is pivoted at 70 to bracket 20 on 
tationary framework, 12. 
Pivoted substantially intermediate ottoman supporting 

link 48, is an adjustable ottoman bracket 72 which will 
e described in greater detail later in the specification. 
The described operating linkage moves the adjustable 

ottoman bracket from a retracted position in front of the 
chair, upward and forwardly to an extended position upon 
movement of the reclining member 14 to a reclining po 
sition, as described and as shown in my aforementioned copending application Ser. No. 572,346. 

Generally indicated at 74 is a frictional resistance ad 
justing means as disclosed in my copending application 
Ser. No. 572,346, which affords a variable friction re 
sistance to movement at the pivotal connection between 
the actuating link 36 and crank arm 32. An arm 76 
which is pivotally mounted on the same pivot which con 
nects link 36 to crank arm 32, is disposed adjacent an 
opposite surface of the crank arm. As best seen in Fig. 
3, the crank arm 32 is disposed between the link 36 and 
the arm 76. 
At the upper end of the arm 76 is an aperture 78 which 

corresponds with a similar aperture 80 in link 36 with 
screw 82 passing through these apertures. A spring bias 
ing device in the form of a spiral spring 84 is disposed 
co-axially about the screw 82. The inner end of spring 
84 bears against the surface of link 36 while the opposite 
end bears against a washer 86 which in turn bears against 
a butterfly nut 88 in threaded engagement with the screw. 
By adjusting the position of the butterfly nut the pressure 
of the springs can be adjusted controlling the friction 
exerted by arm 62 and link 36 on crank arm. 30. 
The adjustable ottoman bracket 72, as best seen in 

Fig. 4, has a flange 90 cooperating with a similar flange 
on the linkage at the other side of the chair for supporting 
an ottoman. A leg 92 integral with and normal to the 
flange 90 has two ears 94 and 96 which form a recess 98 
therebetween. Ear 94 is disposed intermediate the leg 
92 and is pivoted at 100 to the supporting link 48 inter 
mediate the length thereof, while ear 96 is disposed at 
one end of the bracket. Projecting from the outer surface 
of ear 96 is a stop 102 and projecting from the inner sur 
face of the leg 92 approximately intermediate the pivot 
point and the other end 104 of the bracket is another 
stop 106. It can be seen that stops 102 and 106 are 
located so that the bracket, when in retracted position, 
is retained vertically in front of the chair to form, with 
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the ottoman, a front panel, stop 106 striking against 
crank arm 32 and stop 102 against lever 58, as best shown 
in Fig. 1. On opposite ends of supporting link 48 are 
located stops 108 and 110. Although recess 98 accom 
modates stops 110 when the bracket is in retracted posi 
tion in front of the chair, the stops 108 and 110 are free 
from contact with the bracket. Upon movement of the 
operating linkage, stop 110 on supporting link 48 moves 
into engagement with the recess 98 formed by the ears 
94 and 96. Upon continued movement of the chair from 
a retracted position to an extended position, the ottoman 
bracket is freed from its restrained position in front of 
the chair and is permitted to move about its pivot taking 
any position between stops 108 and 110 which limit its 
pivotal movement. This adjustable feature becomes op 
erative almost immediately upon the movement of the 
operating linkage from its retracted position and is avail 
able whether the operating linkage is fully extended or 
only partially so. When retracted, stops 102 and 106 
Secure the ottoman bracket in a fixed, vertical position. 
The foregoing description is one embodiment of the 

invention and it will become apparent to those skilled in 
the art that various changes and modifications may be 
made therein without departing from the scope of the 
invention. 

I claim: 
1. In a reclining chair having a reclining member sup 

ported by a stationary framework and linkage means 
connected to said reclining member and said framework 
for moving an ottoman between extended and retracted 
positions; an adjustable ottoman comprising an ottoman 
Supporting link manipulated by said linkage means, an 
ottoman supporting bracket pivotally mounted upon said 
Supporting link, a pair of spaced stops on said ottoman 
Supporting bracket engageable with said linkage means to 
prevent pivotal movement of said bracket upon said sup 
porting link when said ottoman is fully retracted, and 
means engageable between said bracket and said support 
ing link to permit limited pivotal movement of said brack 
et on said link when said ottoman is at least partially 
extended from said retracted position. 

2. In a reclining chair having a reclining member sup 
ported by a stationary framework and linkage means con 
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4. 
nected to said reclining member and said framework for 
moving an ottoman between extended and retracted posi 
tions; an adjustable ottoman comprising an ottoman Sup 
porting link manipulated by said linkage means, an otto 
man supporting bracket pivotally mounted upon said 
supporting link, a first pair of stops on said ottoman sup 
porting bracket engageable with said linkage means to 
prevent pivotal movement of said bracket upon said Sup 
porting link when said ottoman is fully retracted, and a 
second pair of stops on said supporting link engageable 
with said bracket to permit limited pivotal movement of 
said bracket upon said link when said ottoman is at least 
partially extended from said retracted position. 

3. In a reclining chair having a reclining member sup 
ported by a stationary framework and linkage means con 
nected to said reclining member and said framework for 
moving an ottoman between extended and retracted posi 
tions; an adjustable ottoman comprising an ottoman sup 
porting link, a pin at each end of supporting link pivotally 
connecting said supporting link to said linkage means, 
each of said pins projecting outwardly beyond one side 
of said link, an ottoman supporting bracket mounted 
upon said one side of said link for pivotal movement 
relative to said link limited in one direction by abutment 
between said bracket and one of said pins and limited in 
the other direction by abutment between said bracket and 
the other of said pins, and a pair of pins projecting from 
said bracket and engageable with said linkage means when 
said ottoman is in said retracted position to prevent piv 
otal movement of said bracket on said supporting link. 
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