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This invention relates to ladies’ and girls’ bath-
ing suits, and more patricularly to such bathing
suits of the tight-fitting type, usually made from
woven material having rubber threads and
adapted to stretch to fit the body snugly.

Tt is among the cbjects of this invention to pro-
vide ladies’ and girls’ bathing suits which will
uplift, correct and properly support the bust,
will do so while the wearer is swimming or bath-
ing, as well as otherwise stretching the upper
portion of the body and which notwithstanding
movement of the arms and upper portion of the
body of the wearer including stretching of the
upper portion of the body, as takes place during
swimming, will still cover and properly support
the bust.

Other objects and advantages of this invention
will be apparent from the following detailed de-
scription thereof.

In accordance with this invention the upper
portion of the bathing suit, i. e., the porticn above
the waistlineg, is consiructed to provide two spaced
breast-receiving cups or pockets, at least the
lower portions of these cups being made of one-
way stretch fabric capable of stretching in a ver-
tical direction. If desired, these cups may be
made in their entirety of such one-way stretch
fabric. A panel also made of a one-way stretch
fabric stretchable in a vertical direction is posi-
tioned below these cups. This panel is joined to
the cups by seams which permit relative move-
ment between the cups and this panel. With
this construction the upper portion of the bath-
ing suit containing the breast-receiving cups can
streteh in a vertical direction. :

The breast-receiving cups uplift, correct and
properly support the bust and continue to do so
notwithstanding stretching of the body of the
wearer while swimming or for other reasons.
This is the case because the breast-receiving cups
can strefch relative to the connecting panel and
relative to the side portions of the suit to which
they are attached.

In the accompenying drawing forming a part
of this specification and showing, for purposes
of exemplification, a preferred form of this in-
vention without limiting the claimed invention
to such illustrative instance,

Figure 1 is a front perspective view of the bath-
ing suit erabodying this invention, portions there-
of being broken away to show the interior con-
struction of the suit;

Pigure 2 is a fragmentary back perspective view
of the bathing suit of Figure 1;

Figure 3 is a vertical section taken in a plane
passing through line 3—3 on Figure 1; and
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Figure 4 is a plan view of the upper and lower
panels of each breast-receiving cup in non-as-
sembled condition.

In the drawing (0 indicates the body portion
of a bathing suit provided with panty or leg
portions {{ having a crotch 12. The lower por-
tion of the suit may be of any well known con-
struction. For example, it may comprise two
panels {8 and 14 of one-way stretch material
strefchable transversely secured together by a
seam {8 at the base of the back of the suit. The
upper portion of these two panels may be pro-
vided with a zipper i6 or other fastener. Af the
iront of the sult panels (3 and (4 are sewn to
an intermediate underlying panel {71 to which
the croteh {2 is fastened and which extends from
the bottom of the suit to waistline ¢8. A decora-
tive overlying panel {9, which may be pleated as
indicated at 28 transversely of its length extends
the full length of the suit. Desirably, panel {8 is
secured at its sides to the side panels 13 and !4.
For example, the overlying panel {9 and the un-
derlying panel |7 may be secured ag by seams 21
and 22 to the side panels {3 and i4. The panels
7 and 19 like the panels i3 and {4, in the pre-
ferred embodiment of the invention, are made
of one-way stretch material stretchable trans-
versely. Hence, the suit fits the body snugly, i. e.,
is tight-fitting.

Two spaced breast-receiving pockets 23 and
24 are formed in the upper portion of the suit.
As best shown in Figure 4, each of these pockets
is constituted of a lower substantially diamond-
shaped panel 25 of one-way stretch material
stretchable in a vertical direction and an upper
laterally elongated panel 26 which in the pre-
ferred embodiment of the invention is made of a
cne-way stretch material stretchable in o later-
al direction as indicated by the arrows on these
panels. The breast-receiving pockets 23 and 24
are secured to an infermediate connecting panel
21 of & one-way stretch material stretchable in
a vertical direction. In the embodiment of the
invention shown in the drawing, panel 27 bridges
the space hetween the two-breast-receiving
pockets 23, 24,

The panels 25, 28 of each breast-receiving
bocket and the intermediate panel 27 are seamed
to the side panels {3 and {4 and thus form the
upper portion of the front of the suit. Panels 25
and 26 of each breast-receiving pocket are se-
cured together by seam 28 along the sideg 252
and 26% so that when the two panels are thus
secured to each other they form a cup or pocket,
as is evident from the drawing,

One lower inclined side of each of the panels
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25 is sewn to the side panels i3 and 14 to form
seams 29. The other lower inclined sides of the
panels 25 are sewn to the connecting panel 27
forming downwardly diverging seams 38, 3l.
These seams 30 and 3( are made with elastic
thread or a zig zag or other stitch, so that the
seams are elastic and permit relative movement
of the breast-receiving pockets 23, 24 relative
to the intermediate connecting panel 21. The
sides 32 and 33 of the lower portion of the pen-
tagonal panel 21 are secured by seams 34 and 35
to the side panels 13 and i4. The base 36 of the
panel 27 is secured by seam 37 to the top of
underlying panel i71.

Each of the upper panels 26 of the breast-
receiving pockets 23, 24 is secured t0 one of the
side panels 13 and 14 by ‘a séam 38 Elastic
tapes 39, 40 stretchable in a transverse direction,
as indicated by the arrows thereon, may be se-
cured to the side panels and one inclined side of
the upper panels 26, These tapes are under
tension so that the upper portion of the sult
snugly engages the body beneath the armpits.
Straps 41 are suitably fastened, as at 42, to the
tops of the breast-receiying cups 23, 24.

Panel {9 is provided with a top portion 48 of
substanulally the same shape as panel 2T ‘over-
iying this panel and havmg Jts apex 44 buttoned
as at 45, to the fop of the bathmg sult at a pomt
at the front center neckhne between the breast-
receiving pockets 23 and 24. The inclined. side
edges 46 and 47 of portion 43 are loose, i. e, are
not attached to the underlymg panel 27. Fur-
ther, portion 43 is dimensioned not. to 1est1a1n
vertical stretch of panel 27.

In the const1uct10n hereinabove described the
breast- -receiving pockets Or cups. 23 anrl 24 snug-
ly receive the breasts of the wearer and uplift
and support them. As these CUDS can move
relative to the mtermechate connectmg panel 21
and they, as well as this conhnecting panel, can
stretch in a vert1cal dlrectlon the, cups 23 and 24
continue to uplift, cover and ploperly supp01t
the bust while the wearer is sw1mmlng, bathlng,

or otherwise stretching the body. The body in .

swimming elongates partlcularly *“rom the walst
to the point where the bust joins the mlduﬁ
In the suit of this invention panel 27 accommo-
dates such elongation and does so without inter-
ference with the functlons of the breast-recelv-
ing cups 23 and 24.

It will be noted the panel 8 is attached to the
suit only by the 51de seams 2 and 22 and by but~
ton 45 at the front center neckhne Seams 21

and 22 terminate at points 48 and 49 leavmg the A
These loose

edges 46 and 47 of portion 43 loose.
edges permit full utilization of the veltlcal
stretch of panel 27 to accommodate elongatlon
of the body in the midriff and bust p01tlons
thereof.

The construction of the bathing suit embody-
ing this invention admlrably lends itself to be-
ing made with breast-receiving cups in dxﬁerent
sizes to accommodate different sizes of busts
Thus, by selecting the proper size, the wearer
will obtain a close and proper fitting suit whrch
will not only fit properly about the portion of
the body below the waist but will -also properly
fit the bust portion of the body -and accommo-
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date elongation of the body in the midriff and
bust portions thereof.

Since certain changes may be made in the
above described bathing suit and different em-~
bodiments of this invention could be made with-
out departing from the scope of the invention,
it is intended that all matter contained in the
above description or shown in the accompanying
drawing shall be interpreted as llustrative and
not In a limiting sense.” For example, instead
of the pentagonal panel 27, the breast-receiving
cups 23 and 24 may abut and a panel disposed
beneath these breast-receiving cups connecting

‘them to or near the waistline portion of the suit,
Jvhich panel is made of a one-way stretch ma-

terial stretchable vertically. Instead of having
each Dreast-receiving cup formed of panels 25
and. 28, each cup may be composed of a single
panel of one-way stretch material stretchable
in a vertical direction. Panel 43 may be shaped
otherw1se than as’ shown, need not. have its top
buttoned as at 45 and 1f desn ed, may be omitted
entlrely

What is claimed is:

1. A tmht ﬁttmg bathing suit comprising a
body portlon foxmed of two side panels of one-
way stletch matel 1a1 stretchable in a lateral di-
1ect10n a. flont panel extendlng from the base
of the bathmOr suxt to the walsthne and having
its suies secured to sald side panels said iront
panel bemg of one-way stretch mateual stretch-
able in a transverse chrectlon the upper por tion
of sa1d suxt contammg two breast-receiving
pockets each f01med of two panels, the lower
panel of each’ pocket being formed of one-way
stretch material stretchable in a vertical direc-
tlon and the uppe1 panel of ‘each pocket of one-
way stretch material stretchable in a lateral di-
rection, an intermediate panel br idging the space
betwoen sald breast -receiving pockets having
the upper portlon thereof substantlaHJ triangu-
lar in Shape and secured by stretchable and con-
tlactable seams to the sides of the said lower
panels and havmg the base thereof secured to
the top of sald flont panel sald intermediate
panel bemg of one- way stretch materlal stretch-
able in a vertical dlrectlon and a decorative
panel of substantlally the same width as the
front panel extendlng from top to bottom of the
bathing suit and overlylng 591d front and inter-
rnedlate panels.

2. A bathing suit as defined in claim 1, in
which the decorative patie]l is made of one-way
stretch material stretchable in a transverse di-
rection and is secured to the suit only at the
sides thereof and at:its top at the front center
neckline of the suit leaving said intermediate
panel frée to stretch in ‘a vertical direction with-
out restramt by sald decoratlve panel.

‘ INL‘Z BLOCK.
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