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To all whom it may concern 
Re it known that we, CoNRAD P. STENs 

GAARD and RoRERTL, STENSGAARD, citizens of 
the United States of America, and residents 
of Pomona, in the county of Los Angeles 
and State of California, have invented cer 
tain new and useful improvements in Fruit 
Carriers, of which the following is a speci 
fication. 
This invention appertains to certain im 

provements in fruit carriers of that type 
which are suspended from the body of the 
person, for use in picking fruit, gathering 
vegetables and for transporting and deliv 
ering the same, as well as for other similar 
uses. A carrier made in accord with this in 
vention is of such shape as to provide a con 
cave side, convex ends and front, such re 
ceptacle having at the ends, hooks, and rear 
ward thereof and adjacent to the lower edge, 
suspension means for attachment thereto of 
a flexible neck and shoulder sling, there be 
ing also present, a hitch strap which in use 
will extend about the waistline of the user. 
The receptacle is provided with a bottom 
which in practice is held in hinged engage 
ment with the lower portion of said recep 
tacle, the bottom being held in closed posi 
tion by means of a flexible connection which 
is appropriately arranged to maintain the 
bottom in closed position. 
This invention comprises a receptacle that 

is shaped to conform to the contour of the 
body of the user from which it is suspended 
by means of a neck and shoulder suspension 
strap which has fixed points of connection 
at the rear lower ends of the sides of the re 
ceptacle, such suspension strap engaging 
with hooks attached to the receptacle, from 
which the suspension strap may be disen 
gaged to admit of the receptacle being 
turned to discharge the contents thereof. 
The invention further consists in provid 

ing a receptacle with a shoulder suspension 
strap and a second trap designated as a hitch 
strap, the purpose of which is to keep proper 
balance of the receptacle when the user leans 
forward. 
The invention further consists in provid 

ing the receptacle with a bottom that is 
hinged thereto, and with means for hold 
ing the bottom is closed position, which bot 
tom is preferably divided longitudinally 
and hinged to opposite sides of the recep 
tacle, the bottom being held in a closed po 
sition by a flexible connection to provide for 

a partial separation to vary the discharge 
Opening. 
A device made in accordance with this in 

vention is primarily designed for use in 
gathering fruits, such as peaches, apricots, 
plums, apples, etc., and for such purposes, a 
hinged bottom preferably divided is used. 
Where the device is used for gathering cit 
rous fruits, such as lemons, oranges, etc., a 
hinged and non-divided bottom is deemed 
sufficient, and for other uses, a rigid or fixed 
bottom may be used, and the receptacle will 
be unloaded in such instance by dumping. 
In the accompanying drawings which 

illustrate a preferred embodiment of the in 
vention: 

Figure 1 illustrates a perspective view of 
a carrier shown applied; 

Figure 2 illustrates a side elevation; 
Figure 3 illustrates a top plan view; 
figure 4 illustrates a bottom plan view; 

3. 

Figure 5 illustrates a fragmentary trans 
verse section. 

Referring to the drawings, 10 indicates 
the body portion of a receptacle which has 
a substantially straight and downward in 
clined front, convex ends which extend trom 
the front and merge into the rear wall which 
is concave. The body portion of the re 
ceptacle is usually made of a single piece of 
sheet metal, the upper and lower edges there 
of being upset to contain a reinforcing wire, 
and connected to the lower portion of the 
body 10, is a bottom 11. As shown particu 
larly by the plan views 3 and 4, the body is 
tapered from the bottom upward, except at 
the rear concave portion, such shape pro 
viding for nesting the receptacle in pack 
ing, one of the receptacles being placed with 
in the other for shipping; further, the flare 
of the front is desirable in providing proper 
equilibrium of the receptacle in use with the 
suspension means to be hereinafter de 
scribed. 
The body 10 has attached thereto, loops 

which are secured to the ends thereof at dis 
tances slightly above the lower edge and 
about on a line with the center of the inward 
extending concave center portion of the 
body, and to these loops 12 are attached D 
rings 13, or other appropriate means for con 
necting flexible connections thereto. The re 
ceptacle is also provided with hooks 14, the 
loop portions thereof being positioned for 
ward of the vertical center of the receptacle 
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and considerably above its transverse center. 
The loops and hooks are preferably secured 
in placeby rivets. The loops 13 are usually 
engaged by ends of straps 15 that have 

16 for engagement with a shoulder 
strap or sling 17, the terminals. 18 thereof 
having the usual line of Brities to pro vide adjustment. In connection with 
the suspending means, waist or hitch straps 
19-19? are provided, having end rings 20, 
one of the straps having a buckle which is 
engaged by the other end of the strap; the 
function EYthe waist strap or hitch is to keep 
the receptacle in balance, particularly when 
the person using the same leans forward. 
In operation, the structure herein de 

scribed is shaped and suspended to maintain 
proper balance in filling the same and when 
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it is desired to empty the receptacle, the sus 
pension strap is disconnected from the hooks, 
which permits the receptacle to tilt forward 
to discharge its contents into a suitable re 
ceiver. If only one of the suspension straps 
is unhooked, the receptacle will assume a 

sition which is slightly inclined from the E. so that the discharge may be to 
ward one of the ends of the receptacle, and 
when the suspension straps are released 
from both of the hooks, the receptacle will 
turn so as to discharge the entire contents. 
By the arrangement shown, it is possible for 
the person carrying the receptacle to pro 
vide a minimum discharge of the contents, 
rather than a simultaneous emptying of the 
receptacle which would tend to bruise the 
fruit, by subjecting the same to impacts 
greater than their own weight. 
A receptacle constructed and provided 

with carrying means, as heretofore set forth 
in a preferred form, has a centrally divided 
bottom, as shown by the drawings exclusive 
of Fig. 2, the bottom comprising sections 
20 and 21 which are attached to the recep 
tacle by hinges 22, the bottom pieces having 
on their under sides in line with their meet 
ing edges, centrally located blocks 23 and 
24, and to the rear side of the receptacle, 
means are provided for attaching thereto 
one end of a flexible connection 25 that is of 
sufficient length to extend under the bottom, 
upward and over the front for engagement 
with a ring 26 attached to the upper front 
edge of the receptacle, and when in engage 
ment therewith it serves to hold the bottom 
closed. The blocks 23 and 24 engage the 
strap or flexible connection 25, which in 
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practice, may be provided with a snap hook 
27. The user, by gradually releasing the 
hinged bottom sections, can regulate the dis 
charge of the contents of the receptacle. 
In Fig. 2, we have shown a modified form 

of bottom which, in this instance, is made of 
a single piece which is hinged to the rear of 
the receptacle, and the lower end of the 
flexible connection 25 is attached to the bot 
tomat a forward central point. In this 
modification and in the form showing the 
divided bottom, the bottom, when released, 
provides inclined planes upon which the 
fruit may roll. 
The uses of the structure are numerous 

and are not limited to those herein men 
tioned, and the size and proportions may be 
varied, as well as the arrangement of parts, 
and the novel features of the invention will 
be particularly pointed out in the claims. 

e claim: 
1. In a device of the character set forth, 

a receptacle provided with suspending 
means, said receptacle having at each end, 
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points of suspension located to one side of 
the vertical center thereof and adjacent to its 
lower edge, and on opposite sides of said 
vertical center and on a higher plane, pro 
jecting means with which the suspending 
means may be caused to engage to maintain 
the receptacle in position for use. 

2. In a device of the character set forth, 
a receptacle having at each end, means for 
connecting the Nis of a suspending loop 
therefrom, said means being located adja 
cent to the lower and rear portions of the 
receptacle, hooks attached to the ends of the 
receptacle on opposite sides of the vertical 
longitudinal center thereof, and at a greater 
distance from the bottom, combined for use 
with flexible suspending means, each end of 
which engages both of said elements to main 
tain the receptacle upright, and when re 
leased will permit the front of the receptacle 
to assume a downward inclined position. 

3. In combination with a receptacle, har 
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ness therefor, comprising a suspending loop 
and a waist band, said receptacle having 
means, for connecting the ends of the sus 
pending loop with its rear lower ends, hooks 
attached to the receptacle and positioned to 
effect a bend in the suspending loop when 
subjected to strain and when in engagement 
with said hooks. 
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