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To all whom it may concern:

UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

LUTHER E. MARTIN, OF BALTIMORE, MARYLAND.

ATTACHING-HOOK FOR TAPE-MEASURES.

SPECIPICATION forming part of Letteré Patent No. 370,636, dated September 27, 1867.

Application filed March 10, 1887,

Be it known that I, LuTHER E. MARTIN,
a citizen of the United States of America, re-
siding at Baltimore, in the State of Maryland,
have invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Tape-Measures, of which the follow-
ing is a specification, reference being had
therein to the accompanying drawings.

This invention pertains to certain new and-

useful improvements in tape-measures; and it
consists in the detailed construction, combi-
nation, and arrangement of the parts, substan-

. tially as hereinafter fully set forth, and par-
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ticularly pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a view of a tape-measure with my invention
applied thereto, and Fig. 2 is an enlarged de-
tail view thereof.

The object of my invention is to provide
means for securing the end of a tape-measure
at a certain point from where the measure-
ment is to be made, and at the same time to
insure accuracy in said measurement.

In carrying out my invention to aceomplish
theabove object I employ a flat metallic plate,
A, which has two right-angular projecting
arms, @ @, and a short distance from said end
said plate is provided with two oblong slots
or apertures, ¢, separated by a small cross-
bar, ¢, as shown in Fig. 2. - To attach this
plate to the end of the tape-line, the latter is
placed on one end of said plate, and is passed
through the slots or apertures ¢’ and around
the bar ¢*. The end of the tape-line is then
secured by bending over and pressing down
thereon the right-angular projecting arms «,

thus securely attaching the plate to the said

tape-line. To this plate are secured in any
desired manner two sharp-pointed teeth or
prongs, b b, the same being preferably formed
of a single piece of wire, the central or coiled
portion of which is soldered to the upper sur-
face of the plate in such manner as to cause
the teeth or prongs to project down over the
edge of said plate. The forward edge or end

of this plate is bent into a hook, B, which pro-
jects in an opposite direction to the teeth or
prongs before described. '
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From what has been said it will be seen that
by foreing the teeth or prongs & into the floor,
wall, or other surface that it is desired to
-measure, the end of the tape-line will be se-
curely held, and by permitting the unwind-
ing of the tape in the casing or boxing C the
measurement can be effected. The plate A is
so formed that the distance from the teeth or
prongs and the hook B to the rear edge of
said plate is exactly one inch, thereby pre-
venting any inaccuracy in measurement con-
sequent upon an irregularity in the tape-line
at the end secured to the said plate. ’

Thehook B,above referred to, isintended for
use of plumbers, tinners, and the like, in ob-
taining the measurement of pipes, spouting,
&e., thusobviating the difficulty heretofore ex-
perienced in always having some person at
hand to hold the end of the tape to secure ac-
scurate measurement. . :

An ordinary metallic cap is generally em-
ployed to incase the sharp-pointed teeth or
Pprongs b,to prevent the same from tearing the
pocket of the person carrying the tape-meas-
ure. '

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim, and desire. to secure by Letters
Patent, is— ’ _

1. The combination, with a tape -measure,
of the plate having right-angular projecting
arms and oblong slots or apertures separated
by a cross-bar, teeth or prongs-b b, and hook
B, substantially as shown and deseribed.

2. The combination, with a tape-measure,
of the plate having right-angular projecting
arms and oblong slots or apertures for the
tape, separated by a cross-bar, and the teeth
or prongs, substantially as shown and de-
scribed.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

LUTHER E. MARTIN.
‘Witnes'ses: .

‘W. M. STRAYER, Jr., °
CHAs. H. MARTIN.
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