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Claim. 

My invention relates to improvements in con 
tainers or cans, particularly small cans of such 
Size that they may be grasped with one hand 
Only and tilted to pour out the contents. 
The main object of the invention is to provide 

a can of Such size and configuration that it may 
be COnveniently and firmly grasped in One hand 
Without danger of Slipping, even though the sides 
are Wet Or oily. 
A contributory object is to provide a can of 

Oval cross section and of a size to fit the hand, and 
having On Opposite Sides, two areas slightly con 
cave or dished-in, so that a more positive hold 
may be aSSured than where the object to be 
grasped is conveX. 
A further object is to provide a can of this 

character having a nozzle on the Oval top near 
one end of the oval. So that when oil, for ex 
ample, or other liquid is poured out, all of said 
Oil Will be discharged. Without turning the can 
completely upside down. 
In the accompanying drawing I have illustrated 

One embodiment of the invention, 
Fig. 1 is a perspective View of the Can; 
Fig. 2 is a side elevation thereof; and 
Fig. 3 is an end elevation thereof. 
The can is made preferably of the usual sheet 

metal, having an oval bottom and an Oval top 
2, with any well known form of seam connect 

ing then to the Side Wall. The top has an open 
ing in it, provided preferably with a screw thread 
ed nozzle 3 and a cap . Said nozzle is located 
On the long axis of the ellipse and near One end 
thereof So that the Outlet is very near the Side 
wall of the can. Thus, When the can is tilted to 
pour out the contents, said can may be completely 
emptied without turning it upside down. In other 
Words, substantially no pocket is formed in which 
Some of the contents may be caught and retained. 
The shape of the can is Such that it may be 

readily grasped in one hand, One half of the Oval 
or ellipse being of Such size as to fit the average 
hand conveniently, With the thumb. On One side 
and the fingers on the Other side. In Order to 
insure a firm grip and prevent slipping, the oppo 
site sides of the can are dished-in at 5. These 

(C. 221-11) 
portions Or areas are concave not only Vertically 
but horizontally. See the dotted lines in Fig. 3. 
In other words, they are more or less spherical. 
While the container may be used for any Suit 

able product, it is intended primarily for dis 
pensing lubricating oil. Such as is used in the 
Crank cases of automobiles. The can being of 
comparatively Small size, it could be filled with 
lubricating oil and carried in the car as an emer 
gency Supply, and poured into the crank case by 
the driver. Such cans are apt to be a little oily 
on the outside, and therefore quite slippery, but 
the concave area.S. On opposite Sides, While they 
are comparatively shallow, are nevertheless deep 
enough to afford What is in effect a positive grip 
On the can. 
The half or more of the can which is gripped 

in the hand and comprising a half ellipse or more, 
fits the hand Very conveniently. It is immaterial 
whether the remaining half of the can is an exact 
duplicate of the portion grasped in the hand or 
whether it is otherwise shaped, inasmuch as the 
pouring Outlet is located. On the Side renote from 
that grasped in the hand. In other Words, the 
can is never grasped on the Side having the out 
let as it is not nearly as convenient to pour Out 
the contents when holding it in this manner and 
there is in addition the possibility that the liquid 
may run down the side of the can over the hand. 
I claim: 
A dispensing can for lubricating oil having a 

cross section of greater length than width and 
having a circumference too large to permit said 
can to be encircled by the hand, dished-in por 
tions on opposite sides of the short axis to fur 
nish a convenient and firm hold for the thumb 
and fingers of the hand, said dished-in portions 
being of substantially Oval form and concave not 
only vertically but horizontally, the side Wall of 
Said container CUIrving fron One of Said dished-in 
portions to the other in Substantially a half 
ellipse, to substantially fit the hand, and a pour 
ing outlet in the top near the end of the long 
axis, remote from the part to be grasped by the 
hand. 
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