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WETTING A WORKPIECE SURFACE IN A FLUID-PROCESSING SYSTEM
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ZCAXRABE

A method and apparatus for wetting the surface of a workpiece is disclosed. The apparatus
includes a chamber with a vacuum port and a fluid port and a workpiece holder including a
body, a ring, and a port. The body includes a surface and defines a cavity extending from the
surface. The ring is adapted to retain the workpiece on the surface of body over the cavity.
The ring forms a fluid seal relative to the workpiece and to the workpiece holder. The port is

defined in the body and in communication with the cavity. The port affects pressure in the
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cavity to minimize a pressure differential between the front and back surfaces of the
workpiece. The fluid port is in communication with the chamber. The fluid port delivers a

fluid (e.g., a substantially degassed fluid) to wet the front surface of the workpiece during

operation of the chamber at a reduced pressure relative to atmosphere.
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cavity to minimize a pressure differential between the front and back surfaces of the
workpiece. The fluid port is in communication with the chamber. The fluid port delivers a

fluid (e.g., a substantially degassed fluid) to wet the front surface of the workpiece during

operation of the chamber at a reduced pressure relative to atmosphere.
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