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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

JOSEPH CARPENTER, OF YORKTOWN, NEW YORK.

IMPROVEMENT IN HARVESTING-MACHINES.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 16,318, dated December 23, 1856,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JOSEPH CARPENTER, of
Yorktown, in the county of Westchester and
State of New York, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Harvesting-Machines;
and I do hereby declare that the following is
a full, clear, and exact description of the same,
reference being had to the annexed drawin gs,
making a part of this specification, in which—

Tigure 1 is a si jew of my improvement,
Fig. 2 is a transverd® vertical section of the
same,x x, Fig. 1, showing the plane of section.
Fig. 3 is a plan or top view of the same.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the several figures.

My invention consists in the pecnliar means
employed for raising and lowering the frame
of the machine at one side, so that the forward
or front wheel may be thrown upward in order
to allow it to pass over any obstructions which
way lie in its path, and also enabling theé ma-
chine to be readily turned.

To enable those skilled in the art to fully
understand and constract my invention, I will
proceed to describe it.

A representsthe frame of the machine. This
frame is of rectangular form, and is supported
at one side by a wheel, B, the axle C of which
works in bearings a «a, attached to the side
piece b of the frame, and to alongitadinal bar,
¢, attached to it. (See Fig. 3.)

To the front end of the bar ¢ a short bar, d,
is connected by a joint or pin, e. This bar
forms right angles with the bar ¢, and its outer
end passes beneath the side piece f of the
frame A, asshown clearly in Fig. 2. To the
back end of the bar ¢ a similar bar, ¢, is eon-
nected by a pin or joint, h, the outer end of
the bar g also passing underuneath the side
piece f. Ontheouter endof the bar g a wheel,
D, is placed, and a wheel, E, is placed on the
outer end of the bar d. ’ :

I represents a lever, ons end of which is
pivoted or jointed to the back end piecs, , of
the frame A. This lever is also connectéd by
apivot to the bar g. The opposite end of this
lever is connected by a strap, j, to a lever, G,
oue end of which is jointed to the bar d. The
opposite end of the lever G extends to the back
end of the frame A,

His the driver’s seat, placed onthe ba k end
piece, i, of the frame.

The wheel B iscogged on its inner periphery,
and is connected by proper gearing, 5/, with the
connecting-rod k, which drives the sickle I.

J is the finger-bar, the inner end of which
is attached the bar ¢, the finger-bar being sup-
ported by braces ! [, attached to the frame.

The sickle 1 is fitted and works in the fin-
gers m of the finger-bar, in the usual manner,

K is the tongue or .draft-pole, which is at-
tached rigidly to the frontend of the frame A.

L is a lever, one end of which is jointed to
the front end of the side piece f of the frame,
This lever is also connected to the bar d,and
the opposite end of this lever is connected by
a screw-rod, ¢/, with a bar, n, which is jointed
to the bar ¢." A spring, M, bears against the
under side of both of the levers L G, and a
thomb-nut, o, is placed on the upper end of
the rod a’.

From the above description of parts it will
be'seen that by depressing the lever 1. the tin-
ger-bar and sickle will be raised, and they may
be secured at the desired height from the snr-
face of the ground by simply turning the nut
o. It will also be seen that by depressing the
lever G the right side of the frame and the
front wheel, B, will be raised from the ground,
the frame being supported by the two wheels
D B. The front wheel is raised from the
ground when the machine is to be turned, in
order to facilitate the turning, and also when
obstructions lie in the path of the wheel. The
end of the lever G may catch underneath one
end of the driver’s seat, or any proper catch
or fastening may be provided for it.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— -

The employment or use of the two levers F
G, connected by the strap jand attached to the
frame A, and bars d g, to which the wheels D
Ii are attaghed, as shown, for the purpose set
forth. :

JOSEPH CARPENTER.

Witnesses:
J. F. BUCKLEY,
J. W. CooMBs.




