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o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Grover Wraver, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Rochelle, in Grant parish and State of
Louisiana, have invented new and useful
Improvements in Box-Lifters, of which the
following is a specification.

An object of the invention is to provide
a device for removing boxes from shelves or
replacing the same thereon, my device be-
Ing particularly adapted for boxes which
are out of the normal reach of a person.

For the purpose mentioned, use is made
of a grooved gripping rod for insertion be-
neath the lid of a box, a retaining rod pro-
vided with a track slidable in the groove of
the gripping rod and a plate secured to the
retaining rod and adapted to engage the
under side of the box, the said gripping rod
and said retaining rod being retained in
slidable engagement with bands mounted to
encircle the said rods and secured to one of
the rods.

Reference is to be had to the accompany-
ing drawings constituting a part of this
specification, in which similar characters of
reference denote corresponding parts in all
the views, and in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my de-
vice showing the same in operative position
and engaging a box shown in dotted lines.
I'ig. 2 1s a vertical sectional view of my de-
vice. Fig. 3 is a horizontal section taken
on the line 3—3 in Fig. 1.

Referring more particularly to the views,
I provide a gripping rod 10 having the up-
per end 11 thereof tapered to a point, the
said gripping rods being provided with a flat
side 12 provided with a groove 18 extending
longitudinally therethrough. A retaining
rod 14 is mounted to slidably engage the
gripping rod 10 and is provided with a flat
side_15 having a track 16 projecting out-
wardly therefrom and extending longitudi-
nally thereto, the said track being slidable
in the groove 13 of the gripping rod 10.
Secured to the upper end of the retaining
rod 14 and extending laterally thereto is a
plate 17 and secured to the lower ends of the
gripping rod 10 and retaining rod 14 are
handles 18 and 19 respectively, the said

handles being provided to permit of more
conveniently operating the rods. A band
20 is secured to the gripping rod 10 and en-
circles the retaining rod 14 and a second
band 21 is secured to the retaining rod 14
and encircles the gripping rod 10, the said
bands 20 and 21 being adapted to retain the
gripping rod 10 and retaining rod 14 in
stidable engngement.

In the use of my device, when it is de-
sived to lift a box provided with a lid, from
a shelf which is beyond the normal reach of
a person, the device is grasped by the han-
dles 18 and 19 and by pressing upwardly on
the handle 18 the gripping rod 10 will be
slid upwardly so that the tapered end 11
thereof will pass beneath the covered edge
and then by pushing upwardly on the han-
dle 19, the plate 17 will be engaged with the
base of the box, thus rigidly retaining the
box in engagement with my device so that
the same can be easily and conveniently
lifted from the shelf and deposited within
reach of the person, desiring to use the box.
By employing the bands 20 and 21 the grip-
ping rod 10 and the retaining rod 14 will
be retained in relative sliding engagement
and the upper end of the groove 13 is spaced
from the upper end of the gripping rod 10
thus limiting the upward movement of the
retaining rod so that the retaining rod
can in no manner be dizengaged from the
eripping rod..

Having thus fully described the inven-
tion, what T claim as new, is:—

1. A box lifter comprising a aripping rod
having a tapered upper end and provided
with a flat side having a longitudinally ex-
tending groove therein, a retaining rod pro-
vided with a flat side adapted to engage the
flat side of the gripping rod, a track ex-
tended from the flat side of the retaining
rod and operable in the groove of the grip-
ping rod and a plate secured to the upper
end of the retaining rod, the tapered end of
the said gripping rod being adapted for in-
sertion beneath the edee of a hox cover and
the said plate being adapted for engagement
with the base of a bhox.

2. In a box lifter, a gripping rod, a re-
taining rod for slidable engagement with
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the gripping rod, a band secured to the
gripping rod and encircling the retaining
rod, a second band secured to the retaining
rod and encircling the gripping rod, a track
formed on the said retaining rod and oper-
able in a groove in the gripping rod, a plate
secured to the upper end of the retaining
rod and handles mounted on the lower ends
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of the said gripping rod and said retaining
rod for operating the same. '
In testimony- whereof I affix my signa-
ture in presence of two witnesses.
GROVER WEAVER.
Witnesses: ,
G. C. Cavviny,
Warxer NUGENT.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the « Gommissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. G.”
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