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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE, 

REUBEN T. BROWN, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. 

FILE = CASE, 

| SPECTFrCATroN forming part of Tetters Patent, No. 498,926, dated Jume 6, 1898. 
Application filed August 22, 1892, Serial No. 443,690, (No model,) 

Be it knoWm that, I, REUBEN L. BROWN, of 
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of 
Illinois, haWe in wented certain new and useful 
ImproWements in File-Cases; and I do hereby 
declare that the following is a full, clear, and 
exact deSCription thereof, reference being had 
to_the_accompanying drawings, and to the let 
terS of reference marked thereon, which form 
a part of this Specification. 
This in Wention relates to an improved meth 

Od Or proceSS of making paper or straw board 
file caSeS, of the type known as pigeon hole 
boxes, and other Similar receptacles, as for in 
Stance, file caSeS or cases therefor having in 
clined Or curwed open ends. 
The object of the imwention is to provide a, 

COnStruction. Which shall Secure economy of 
time and labor in the manufacture of such 
articles. 

. The in Wention Consists in the matters here 
inafter deScribed and set forth in the append 
ed claims. 

HeretOfore file CaSeS of this type have been 
made by first cutting out a blank of proper 
$hape to make a file case of desired size, fold 
ing Or bending Said blank into tubular form 
and Securing an end Wall therein. In case 
CapS Or COwerS are desired, they are similarly 
made from Separate pieces of material. This 
method inWolweS the cutting of the material 
of Which the file caSeS are made into irregu 
larly Shaped blankS and necessitates a sepa-, 
rate Operation of folding and the insertion of 
the end piece for each box or file case and for 
each cap or cOwer. Flanges for guiding and 
Supporting the cower in position have been 
formed by attaching Separate pieces of mate 
trial to the Sides of the file case so as to pro 
ject and form the flanges desired. 

In carrying out my in wention a tube is made 
of Sufficient length to form tWo open-ended 
file caSeS Or . One file case and its cower, and 
end Walls are then Secured in said tube by 
meanS of Stay-stripS or otherwise and there 
after the tube is cut into two partS so as to 
|leaWe the Sewered ends of any desired shape. 
The guide flangeS are formed by making a 
Second.tube of Shape and size to fit closely 

5O Within the file case proper and of such length 
that the end marginS of the Side Walls thereof 

Will project beyond the sides of the file case 
and in Such manner as to form guides " of a, 
Shape and Size desired. 

In the accompanying draWings a Series of 55 
file cases and blanks is shown which fully 
illustrate the features of manufacture com 
prising the invention. 

FigureS 1 and 2 are perspective wiews of a 
file case hawing a hinged end or cower, H'ig. 6? 
3 is a perSpectiwe wiew of a, blank or tube 
adapted to form Such a file case. F'ig., 4 is a, 
perspectiwe wiew of the same box, the end 
hawing been cut ' off · to form , a cap or cover 
therefor. F'ig. 5 is a perspective wiew of the 65 
blank for forming the guide flanges. IR'ig. 6 
is a wertical longitudinal Section of the file 
case shoWm in F'igS. 1 and 2. F'ig. 7 is a, per 
Spective wiew of a modified form of said , file 
caSe. Fig. 8 is a perspective wieW of a, blank 7? 
adapted to form tWo open-ended file caSeS; 
end Walls hawing been inserted therein prior 
to diwiding it. Fig, 9 is a perspectiwe wiew of 
an open-ended file formed by dividing the 
blank shown in F'ig. 8 on the dotted line shown 75 
in that figure. ~ 
To first describe the method of making the 

form of file case shoWn in H'igS. 1 and 2: This 
box consistS of the file case proper, A, and a 
cap or Gower, A'. Instead of being made Sepa?- 8? 
rately and of different pieces of material in 
the manner heretofore common; a, Single tube, 
B, Similar to that shown in H'ig. 8, is made 
from one piece of material, and head,0r end 
Walls B”, B', are then " inserted into the ends 85 
of said tube, being Secured therein by stay 
strips, b b, or in any other apprOwed way. 
Preferably also, the corners of the blank will 
be strengthened or reinforced by stay-Strips, 
Ü” Secured theret0 in a familia]]'' manner. The 9c 
blank thus formed is then Gut Or divided. Ob 
liquely as indicated by the dotted line shoWn 
in said Fig. 8, thus forming the body A of a 
file case and of a cower A' therefor (H'ig. 4). 
Said cower is thereafter hinged to the file case 95 
in any · approwed manner. In the form of 
file case abOWe referred to guide flanges, C, 
are present for holding in place the cower 
Whem closed. These guide fiangeS C are 
formed by the projecting marginS of the Side ro? 
walls of a tube C, of Such Size that it may be 
inserted within the body A of the file case, 
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One end of said tube C is cut so that its side 
Walls Will project beyond its top and bottom 
Walls, and the side Walls ?re made of Such 
length that When the tube is inserted within 
the_file caSe A the projecting ends of the side 
WallS Will extend beyond the sides of said 
file case to form the fianges c c which may be 
made of any desired form by suitably shap 
ing the projecting ends of the side walls at 
the time of cutting the same. The tube C? 
Will commonly be secured within the body 
of the file by adhesi we substance applied to 
0ne of the parts before the tube is slipped 
into the body of the file. 
The file case blanks or bodies made as set 

forth imay be finished in any desired manner; 
aS ShOWn they are covered with paper or cloth. 
Card holders are secured to the front or ex 
p0Sed end thereof, provided with an opening, 
d; for expOSing a label, and a ring or handle 
0a” is Secured to the front thereof in the usual 
1118d,I10169]', 

~ The modified form of the file case shown in 
l'ig.7 iS' constructed in all respects in the 
Same manner' as that just described. It com 
priseS a similar file case A; hinged cover A'; 
and an internal tube, C, having projecting 
Side Walls_forming guide flanges, c c. In this 
form of the file case however, the tube or 
blank is cut across the upper edge of the 
front end and an end flap, A°, is formed by 
cutting out the end Wall of the blank which 
is beloW the cower and hinging the same to 
the bottom of Said case; said flap beimag held 
in itS closed position by means of the hinged 
Cap which is adapted to project below and 
€ng?ge the upper edge of a flange or ledge d* 
formed On the Said end piece by Securing an 
additional thickneSS or layer of stra.w-board 
to the inner Surface of the flap, which addi 
tional thickneSS or layer extends beyond or 
abOWe the end or free edge of the flap - in the 
manner Shown. Said cap will retain the end 
piece in position to close the end of the file 
case and When the cap is raised the end piece 
Will drop down SO aS to expose the papers 
contained in Said case. By this improwed 
method of construction I am enabled to So 
Cut the blank that the joint betWeen the cap 
and the file case proper at the side of the 
bOX Will be curved, as Seen in Ifig. 7, or of 
any other desired shape, while leawing the 
guide fiangeS C Straight or of any other de 
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Sired or preferred shape, thereby giving " an 
Ormamental finish to the file caSe. 

F'igS. 8 and 9 illustrate the method of Com 
Structing the ordinary open ended form of 
file case. The first step in the construction of 
Such cases according to my improwed method 
is the formation of a tube or blank, ID, from 
a, Single piece of Suitable material, uSually 
StraW-board; the blank being made of proper 
length to form two file cases. End Walls or 
heads D” are then inserted in the open ends 
of the blanks and Secured by stay-Strips, d, 
other Stay-strips, d/, being preferably applied 
to the corners of the tube to strengthen and 
render more stiff the joints thereof. The 
closed tube thus formed is then divided along 
the dotted line shown in the drawings, So aS 
to form the bodies Of two GaSeS of the Same 

55 

65 

7? 

size and shape; the form shown in Fig. 9 be- . 
ing a common one. These cases hawe m0 c0w 
erS and m0 guide fiangeS. 

It is obwious from the foregoing description 
that the principle involved in the manufac 
ture of these file cases according to my im 
prowed method is the same whether a covered 
or an open-ended file case is constructed. 

I claim- ? ~ 

1. The herein described method of making 
file cases, Consisting in forming an open end 
ed tube of proper length to form two file cases 
or a file case and its cover, then Securing 
|heads or end Walls in both ends of Said tube, '' 
and thereafter diwiding said tube So as to form 
a file case and itS c0wer or two file cases, Sub 
Stantially aS described. 

2. The herein described method of making 
file cases, consisting ina forming an open end 
ed tube of proper length to form a file case 
and its cower, them Securing heads or end Walls 
in both ends of Said tube, then severing a 
part of the closed blank thus formed to com 
stitute a Cower, and thereafter inserting into 
Said file case a closely fitting tube the side 
Walls of Which project beyond the sides of 
the file case and form the flanges thereom, 
Substantially as described. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing aS 

my invention I affix my Signature in presence 
of tWo WitneSSeS. 

RBUBEN IL. BROWN. 
WitneSSeS: 

C. CLARENCE; POOLE, 
G. W. HIGGINS, Jr. 
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