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This invention relates to a novel tool for use 9 and corresponding top and bottom walls fa
in stretching strands of fence wire between fence and i1, extending from the ends of the end wall
posts and for securely anchoring the wire to the 8 and disposed substantially at right angles
fence posts to eliminate the danger of anchor- thereto. The substantially parallel top and bot-
ing staples being pulled out of fence posts by 8 tom walls i0 and {{ have corresponding notched

the fence wire. outer ends (2, ag clearly illustrated in Figures
Frequently fence wire anchoring stanles are 3 and 4.

pulled out of fence posts and the fence wire is A feed screw (3 ig brovided with o crank (4

released thereby either due to fenece posts assum- at one end thereof and has a restricted un-

ing positions out of alignment, with one another 10 threadeg stem (6 extending from it opposite end.
So that the fence wires exert an outward pull The stem 16 ig rotatably disposed in g substan-
on staples of certain of the posts or due to live- tially central opening {1 of the end wall 9. A
stock pushing against the fence wire strands bifurcated head 18 is detachably secured by g
in a direction to cause the staples to be pulled pin or fastening {9 to a distal end of the stem

from the fence post, 15 16 and is disposed within the abutment mem-

Accordingly, it is the primary object of the ber 8. A wire engaging member 29 is detach-
bresent invention to provide a tool for stretch- ably mounted in the head 18 between its furca.-
ing fence wire between fence bosts and for si- tions by a pin 2§ which extends through the fur-

multaneously attaching an auxiliary wire to the cations of the head {8 and through the wire en-
strand of fence wire adjacent each fence post 20 gaging member 20. Said member 28 ig brefer-
for holding the fence wire so that the staple ably provided with an arcuate grooved outer
cannot be pulled from the fence post; by the fence surface 22 around which a portion of g strand
wire. of wire is adapted to engage, as will hereinafter
Another object of the invention is to provide be deseribed.
a tool of extremely simple construction wherein 25 The tool 7 also includes a wire pulling yoke
the aforementioneq operations are accomplished 23 including an intermediate or bight portion
simultaneously by a manual operation of the 24 having a substantially centrally disposed
tool. flanged threaded opening 25 through which the
Various other objects and advantages of the feed screw 13 is threaded. The yoke 23 includes
Invention wilj hereinafter become more fully ap- 3p Corresponding legs 2§ and 27 which bproject
barent from the following description of the from the ends of its bight portion 24 in out-
drawing, llustrating a bresently preferred em- wardly diverging relationship to one another,
bodiment thereof, and wherein: Each of the legs 26 and 27 is provided with a
Figure 1 is a side elevational view partly in series of longitudinally spaced downwardly open-
section showing the tool in an applied position; 35 Ing notches 28, all of which are inclined in g
_ Figure 2 Is an end clevational view of the tool direction away from the free ends of said legs.
In an operative position iooking from left to For the purpose of illustrating a preferred ap-
rl%gl?ie%g%rzlﬁorizomal sectional view taken ~ Plcation and use of the tool 7, a conventional
. S R fence post 29 i Mustrated in the drawing hay-
lsilg.lk;stgiigacl)}fy ;ilgol?rg; a;-plane 2s Indicated by the 40 ing g plurality of strands of fence wire 30 ex-
Figure 4 is g view similar to Figure 3 showing tendir}g transversely across said fence post, each
the tool and the parts engaged thereby after of which may be anchored to the fence post in a
stretching and anchoring of a fence wire has conventional manner by g staple 3{. Tt will e
been completed or substantially completed, anq ,. obvious that if a, pressure Is exerted against the
Figure 5 is an enlarged fragmentary view taken fence wires 30 in a direction for displacement of
on substantially the same plane as Figures 3 the fence wires away from, the portion of the
and 4 ang ustrating only a portion of the tool post 23 to which they are anchored by the
after completion of the anchoring ang stretching staples 31, that this will tend to extract the stg-
operations. 50 Ples from the fence post to thus disengage the
Referring more specifically to the drawing, the fence wires from the fence post or at least loosen
nhovel fence wire stretching and anchoring tool the staples sufficiently so that the fence wires
in its entirety is designated geherally 7 and will not, be anchored thereby to the fence post,.
includes a fence bost engaging abutment mem- The tool 7 functions not only to stretch and
her, designated generally 8, having an end wall 55 tension the fence wires 3¢ but also to additionally
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anchor the fence wires so that a pressure there-
on cannot extract or loosen the staples 2f.

To utilize the tool T for anchoring each fence
wire to each fence post and for stretching the
fence wires 30 between adjacent fence posts, a
short strand of anchoring wire 32 has ifs inter-
mediate portion passed through the head {8 and
disposed in engagement with the grooved por-
tion 22 of the wire engaging member 28. The
ends of the anchoring wire 32 are then wrapped
or coiled as seen at 33 around one of the fence
wires 80 at points spaced from the staple 31
which anchors the fence wire -to~the -post ‘28,
so that the anchoring wire 32 extends around
the post on the side thereof opposite the side
engaged by the fence wire 30. It will be ob-
vious that the intermediate -portion -of -the 'an-~
choring wire 32 could be positioned in engage=
ment with the wire enzeging member 20 after
its ends are anchored by the coils 33 to the fence
-wire 30 by removing the:pin 21 :and wire engag-
ing member 28 s0 that the member 23 could be
-jnserted into engagement with ~the intermedi-
ate portion of the anchoring wire 32 and then
placed properly positioned in the head (8 to re-
‘ceive the pin 21. -Assuming that the anchoring
wire 32 has been secured to the fence wire 30
and -is engaged by the member 26 and further
.assuming that the notched ends 12 of the -abut-
ment member walls 12 and 1i-are in engagement
with the post 29, as illustrated in Figure 3, the
yoke 23 which is disposed on the screw 13 with
its intermediate portion 24 adjacent the wall 9
is then ready to he engaged with the ‘fence wire
.30 to ‘be stretched and .anchored. This is ac-
complished by selected notches 28 -of the yoke
legs 26:and 27 being positioned in engagement
with the strand 30 -outwardly of the coils 33.
With the tool T thus -applied, as illustrated in
Figure 3, the screw
-the operator engaging the crank 14 and the
.stem 16 thereof revolved in the opening 11. The
-screw is revolved in a direction to cause the yoke
23 through its threaded engagement with the
-serew 13 to be moved outwardly and away from
the abutment member 8. The ‘yoke 23 is pre-
-vented from turning with the screw (3 by en-
gagement of its legs 96 and 21 with the fence
wire 30. When the yoke 23 is thus displaced
away from the abutment member 8,
and 21 will exert a pull-on the fence wire 30 for
pulling the fence wire -from -its -position on Fig-
ure 3 and its dotted line position -of Figure 4
to its full line position of Figure 4 or to its po-
sition of Figure 5, so thati the fence wire will
partially engage around the post 29 and will ex-
tend away from the post in inwardly offset re-
Jationship to the portion of the post to which
‘the fence wire is anchored by the staple 31, It
will also be readily apparent that as the wire is
‘thus pulled around the ‘post 29 by the yoke 23
for stretching the wire between the post 29,
against which the tool 1 engages and the two
-posts, not shown, adiacent thereto, that ‘the in-
termediate portion of the anchoring wire 32 will
e simultaneously twisted by rotation of the feed
serew 13 and its head 18, to form a twisted por-
tion 34 in the anchoring wire 32 between the
post .29 and the wire engaging member 20 and
to form a loop 35 therebeyond in the portion of
the wire engaged by the member 23. The
twisted wire portion 34 thus formed exerts a
pull on the end portions of the anchoring wire
32 petween the twist 34 and the coils 33 so that

the fence wire 30 is retained in its full line posi- .

{3 is manually revolved by

the legs 26
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‘her 20 so that said member

‘the notches 28 depending

‘may thus

4

tion of Figure 4 and in its position of Figure 5,
after having been stretched by the tool 1, by
the anchoring wire 32. The anchoring wire 32
thus prevents the portion of the fence wire 30
which engages the post 29 from peing displaced
away from said post and thereby prevents the
staple 31 from being extracted from the post or
loosened by .a pressure exerted on the fence
wire. 'The anchoring wire: 32 additionally holds
the fence wire under the tension which has been
applied thereto by the tool 1 to retain the fence
wire properly stretched and tensioned. The pin
91 is then removed from the head 18 and mem-
20 can then be re-

moved from the wire loop 35. The screw 13 is

‘then revolved in the opposite direction to dis-
place .the 'yoke 23 back toward

the abutment
member 8 so that the leg notches 28 can be dis-
engaged from the tensioned fence wire 30. The
fence wire 30 is initially engaged selectively with
upon the diameter or
cross ‘sectional size of the fence post 29. It
will be readily apparent that each fence wire 30
be stretched and anchored at each
fence post 29 to which it is connected by -op-
eration of the tool 1, as previously-described, and
that such operation simultaneously stretches a
fence wire and anchors it to a fence post. Tt
will also be obvious that the staples 31 could be
omitted if desired as the anchoring wires 32 will
effectively retain the fence -wires 30 properly
secured and anchored to the fence post 29 with-
out the use of other securing means.

The size and shape of the fence wire ‘engaging
member 23 may be varied depending upon the
size of the loop 35 that it is desired to form
therein. A wire engaging member 20a of larger
cross sectional size is illustrated in Figure'5, and
it will be apparent that wire engaging members
may be made of other larger or smaller sizes.

Various other modifications and ¢hanges are
likewise contemplated -and may obviously be re-
sorted to, without departing from the spirit or
scope of the invention as hereinafter defined by
the appended claims.

I claim as my invention:

1. A wire streiching and gnchoring tool com-
prising an abutment member having one end
adapted 4o bear against a fence post, said abut-
ment member having an end wall at its opposite
end, a feed screw having o stem extending in-
wardly through said end wall and journalled
there.n and having a screw portion extending
outwardly frcm said end wall, a pulling yoke hav-
ing an intermediate portion disposed outwardly
of said end wall through which the screw portion
of said feed screw threadedly extends, said yoke
having legs projecting from said intermediate
-ortion and adapted to straddle the fence post
and detachably engage the fence wire.on opposite
sides of the fence post, means secured to the
inner end of said stem and disposed on the inner
side of said end wall and adapted to detachably
engage an intermediate portion of an anchoring
wire the ends of which are secured to the fence
wire on opposite sides of the fence post, and
means for revolving said feed screw in one direc-
tion to displace the intermediate portion of the
pulling voke away from the abutment member to
cause the yoke to exert a pull on the fence wire
for pulling the fence wire partially around the
fence rost to tension the fence wire, said first
mentioned means being revolved with the feed

-gerew for twisting the intermediate portion of the
gnchoring ‘wire to take ‘up

the slack created
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therein by the bull exerted on the fence wire hy
the pulling yoke for anchoring the fence wire
partially around the bost and for maintaining
the tension thereon applied to the fence wire by
the pulling yoke,

2. A tool as in claim 1, said abutment member
including top and bottom walls brojecting from
said end wall and having notched free ends en-
gaging the fence bost, said first mentioned wire
twisting means being disposed between said top
and bottom walls and between the end wall and
post.

3. A tool as in claim 1, said first mentioned
wire twisting means comprising a bifurcated head
fixed to ang projecting from said stem toward the
fence post, a wire engaging member disposed in
said head and around which the infermediate
portion of the anchoring wire extends, and a pin
extending through the furcations of said head and
through said wire engaging member and detach-
ably disposed therein for detachably connecting
the wire engaging member andg anchoring wire
to the head.

4. A tool as in claim 3, said abutment, member
having top and bottom walls brojecting from said
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end wall and provideq with hotched free ends
adapted to bear against the fence post above and
below the anchoring wire, and said head being
loosely disposed in said abutment member be-
tween the post and said end wall and between the
top and bottom walls,

5. A tool as in claim 1, said yoke legs project-
ing outwardly from the ends of the intermediate
bortion of the yoke in diverging relationship to
one another and being provided with at least one
downwardly opening notch for receiving the fence
wire to he stretched, the notch of each leg being
inclined away from the free end of said leg from
its upper closed end to its lower open end.

FELIX H., HOLLMIG.
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